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Lab 1: Campus hike and overview of included organisms 
 
Overview 
 We will visit the UWO Herbarium in the basement of BGS, take a hike around campus 
and along the North branch of the Thames River nearby, and do a short computer exercise in 
HSB 13 (= South Valley Building). 
 
Objectives 

1. You will get a sense of what lies ahead in this course – the course objectives and the 
range of plants that we will study 

2. You will learn the difference between flora and vegetation 
3. You will see, and at least begin to learn to recognize, some of the dominant trees and 

shrubs on and near campus 
4. You will begin to learn about plant families and the idea that, although naturalists 

(including you) can learn to recognize species of their local area, botanists learn to 
recognize families in order to better identify unfamiliar plants, especially when far 
from home 

5. You will get an impression of how unnatural our local “natural areas” really are – 
dominated by non-native species, primarily from Eurasia 

6. You will learn what a herbarium is and what it is good for. 
7. You will get a “virtual tour” of Ontario’s vegetation zones and an impression of how 

much remains of the natural vegetation. 
 
Parts of the Lab 

I. Introduction: we will go over some handouts on basic plant morphology and 
terms 

II. The UWO Herbarium (BGS 0121) 
III. Thames River flood plain forest 
IV. The upland forest remnant 
V. Campus plantings, including Carolinian and non-native species 
VI. Computer Lab (HSB 13): GoogleEarth of Ontario vegetation.  Complete on your 

own time. 
 
Your Assignment for Today (worth 2% of your course grade): Answer the questions in 

Part II, V & VI (in Lab 1 Assignment).  Submit via WebCT by next Monday (and 
copy and paste into an email to me rgthorn@uwo.ca as back-up). 
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III. FLOOD PLAIN FOREST 
 
TREES 
 
Acer [Maples] 
• negundo [Ash-leaf] 
• *platanoides [Norway] 
• saccharinum [Silver] 
• saccharum [Sugar] 
 
Celtis occidentalis 

[Hackberry] 
 
Fraxinus americana 

[White Ash] 
 
Juglans 
• cinerea [Butternut] 
• nigra [Black Walnut] 
 
Platanus occidentalis 

[Sycamore] 
 
Populus deltoides [Eastern 

Cottonwood] 
 
Quercus macrocarpa [Bur 

Oak] 
 
*Robinia pseudoacacia 

[Black Locust] 
 
Salix nigra [Black Willow] 
 
Tilia americana [American 

Basswood] 
 
Ulmus americana [White 

Elm] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHRUBS & LIANAS 
 
Clematis virginiana (L) 

[Virgin’s bower] 
 
Cornus alternifolia (S) 

[Alternate-leaved 
dogwood] 

 
*Lonicera tatarica (S) 

[European 
honeysuckle] 

 
Parthenocissus 

quinquefolia (L) 
[Virginia creeper] 

 
Physocarpus opulifolius 

(S) [Ninebark] 
 
Prunus virginiana (S) 

[Choke cherry] 
 
*Rhamnus cathartica (S) 

[European buckthorn] 
 
Rosa sp. (S/L) [Wild rose] 
 
Rubus occidentalis (S/L) 

[Blackberry] 
 
*Viburnum opulus (S) 

[European highbush 
cranberry] 

 
Vitis riparia (L) [River 

grape] 
 
HERBS 
 
*Aegopodium podagraria 

[Goutweed] 
 
Arisaema triphyllum [Jack-

in-the-pulpit] 

 
Eupatorium rugosum 

[White snakeroot] 
 
Helianthus divaricatus 

[Woodland sunflower] 
 
Lilium philadelphicum 

[Wood lily] 
 
Matteucia struthiopteris 

[Ostrich fern] 
 
*Polygonum japonicum 

[Japanese knotweed] 
 
Smilacina [Solomon’s 

seal] 
• racemosa [False] 
• stellata [Starry] 
 
Solidago canadensis 

[Canada goldenrod] 
 
Thalictrum dioicum [Early 

meadow-rue] 
 
Others: 
 
 
 
 
 

  
















