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Abstract — The early Paleozoic accretionary tectonic regime that was established along the Lau-
rentian margin of the Newfoundland A ppal achians provided afavorable setting for shear-hosted gold
mineralization along a major terrane suture, the Baie Verte-Brompton Line. The Stog'er Tight
prospect is one of several mesothermal-style gold occurrences hosted by shear zones within accreted
ophiolites and oceanic arc terranes on the Baie Verte Peninsula. It is an epigenetic, stratabound
deposit that is confined to shallow-level gabbro sills within the volcanic cover sequence of the
allochthonous Point Rousse ophiolite complex. Gold mineralization at Stog'er Tight is associated
with hydrothermal mineral assemblages represented by chlorite-calcite, sericite-ankerite, red abite-
pyrite (xAu) and chlorite-magnetite alteration zones. Gold occurs with pyrite within the intensely
altered gabbro, along the margins of syn- to late-shear, quartz-rich, replacement veins.

The Stog' er Tight gabbro served as arigid body conducive to shear deformation and fluid pene-
tration, whereas, its high Fe-Ti oxide content induced fluid oxidation and gold-pyrite precipitation.
Hydrothermal alteration involved progressive CO,, S, Na, and LILE metasomatism, along with sig-
nificant enrichmentsin the REE, HFSE, and Th in the high-grade ore zone. Temperatures of vein for-
mation and alteration are constrained by oxygen isotope thermometry to be between 250°C and
480°C. Isotopic compositions of vein quartz from the Stog' er Tight prospect are uniform (30 =
+12.5 + 1%o) and fall within the range cited for many shear-hosted, auriferous quartz veins.

A U-Pb zircon igneous age of 483 +3/-2 Ma for the Stog’er Tight gabbro is consistent with its
stratigraphic correlation with other Ordovician ophiolitic and volcanic arc/back-arc assemblages in
Newfoundland. The U-Pb age of arare variety of hydrothermal zircon recovered from the high-grade
ore zone directly constrains the timing of gold mineralization to 420 +5 Ma, in accord with a major
orogenic episode of Silurian age that produced many of the magmatic and metamorphic rock suites
in north-central Newfoundland. Our results are consistent with a post-peak metamorphic, |ate-mag-
matic model for gold mineralization that occurred during the waning stages of Silurian orogenesis,
driven by emplacement of I-type granitoid intrusions into the crust. © 2002 Canadian | nstitute of

Mining, Metallurgy and Petroleum. All rights reserved.

I ntroduction

Mesothermal lode gold deposits are not uniformly dis-
tributed through geologic time. Most occur in the Late
Archean, with a smaller number in the Late Proterozoic
and Mesozoic. With few exceptions, lode gold associated
with greenstone belts and mixed ultramafic-volcanic
assemblages are uncommon in the Paleozoic (Hutchinson,
1987; Keays and Skinner, 1989). Given that accretionary
tectonic processes have been viewed as a crucia element
in the genesis of gold deposits of all ages (e.g., Barley et
al., 1989; Hodgson et al., 1990; Kerrich and Wyman,
1990), the general absence of significant economic
deposits of this type in the Paleozoic accreted oceanic ter-
ranes of the Appalachian Orogen remains unexplained.
There are, however, many examples of mesothermal gold
occurrences documented from the Meguma terrane of

Nova Scotia and the Dunnage Zone of Newfoundland (e.g.,
Tuach et al., 1988; Dubé, 1990; Kontak et al., 1990). These
occurrences bear important clues to the spatial and tempo-
ral relationships of gold mineralization to Paleozoic accre-
tionary processes.

In western Newfoundland, Proterozoic (Grenville)
basement and its overlying shelf-facies strata of the North
American (Laurentian) continental platform are over-ridden
from the east by allochthonous ophiolitic and oceanic vol-
canic/epiclastic rocks (Williams and Stevens, 1974). In the
area of the Baie Verte Peninsula, the accreted oceanic ter-
ranes are separated from metasedimentary rocks of the Lau-
rentian margin by the Baie Verte-Brompton Line (Fig. 1), a
narrow structural zone characterized by discontinuous ophi-
olite divers (Williams and St-Julien, 1982). Both sides of
the terrane boundary are intruded by granitic plutons and
display evidence of widespread rock deformation and fluid-
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Fig. 1. Regiona geologic map of the Baie Verte Peninsula showing
the magjor lithostratigraphic units and igneous intrusions on both
sides of the Baie Verte Line (BVL), and the locations of major gold
occurrences. Map is compiled after Hibbard (1983), Mercer et al.
(1985), Kean and Evans (1987), and Ritcey et al. (1995) with mod-
ifications. Inset: major lithotectonic zones of Newfoundland
(Williams, 1979).

rock interaction. Theseinclude regional - to local-scale faults
and shear zones, vein systems, and hydrothermal alteration
in fracture networks. The largest hydrothermal systems are
associated with several mesothermal gold occurrences (e.g.,
Deer Cove, Pine Cove, Stog'er Tight and Nugget Pond;
Fig. 1). The Nugget Pond deposit (Richmont MinesInc.) is
the only current gold producer on the Baie Verte Peninsula
and currently accommodates the only active gold mill in
Newfoundland.

Well-constrained geologic-age relationships in the
northern Baie Verte Peninsula along with the remarkable
alteration features of the Stog’er Tight prospect provide a
unique opportunity to investigate gold-mineralizing
processes in north-central Newfoundland. This study
describes the geologic setting and alteration features of the
Stog'er Tight gold prospect and uses combined petro-
graphic, trace element and oxygen isotope analyses to con-
strain the nature of the ore-forming processes. We report
new U-Pb ages for the host gabbro, and for a rare variety
of hydrothermal zircon recovered from the mineralized
zones of the Stog’ er Tight prospect. The new data are inter-
preted in the context of recent geochronologic work that
has identified distinct Ordovician and Silurian orogenic
events in Newfoundland (Dunning et al., 1990; Cawood et
al., 1994) in connection to the accretion of oceanic vol-
canic terranes onto the ancient margin of the North Amer-
ican continent.
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Fig. 2. Geologic map of the Point Rousse Complex (after Hibbard,
1983), and the location of the Stog’er Tight gold prospect.

Regional and L ocal Geology

Introduction

In Newfoundland, Cambro-Ordovician ophiolite com-
plexes, oceanic volcanic arc sequences and marine epiclas-
tic rocks collectively comprise the Dunnage Zone (Notre
Dame Subzone) which was accreted to the basement and
shelf rocks of the ancient Laurentian margin (Fig. 1, inset).
The present-day boundary between the continental and
oceanic terranes is marked by amajor structural discontinu-
ity caled the Baie Verte-Brompton Line, which can be
traced along the Appalachian Orogen for hundreds of kilo-
meters (Williams and St-Julien, 1982). Its northernmost seg-
ment in Newfoundland (Fig. 1) is known simply asthe Baie
Verte Line (Hibbard, 1983).

On the Baie Verte Peninsula, the Baie Verte Lineis a
complex suture zone marked by highly deformed ophioalitic
rocks and melanges. It separates poly-deformed schists,
gneisses, and migmatites of the Fleur de Lys Supergroup
and East Pond Metamorphic Suite, interpreted to constitute
part of the Laurentian continental margin, from four
accreted Ordovician ophiolite suites and their vol cano-sedi-
mentary cover seguences (Hibbard, 1983). The ophiolite
suites include the Advocate, Betts Cove and Point Rousse
complexes, and the Pacquet Harbour Group (Fig. 1). By
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Fig. 3. (A) Geologic map of the eastern section of the Stog’ er Tight gold prospect incorporating the ‘ Stog’ er Tight' and ‘Magnetic’ ore
zones. Compiled after the Noranda Exploration Co. unpublished map with modifications. (B) Schematic cross-section showing the alter-

ation zonation and mineralization.

analogy to other areas in western Newfoundland, allochthon
emplacement is attributed to the Taconian (Ordovician) tec-
tonic event. The continental and oceanic terranes on both
sides of the Baie Verte Line are cut by mafic to felsic intru-
sions of documented Silurian age (Cawood and Dunning,
1993; Cawood et a., 1994).

Point Rousse Complex

The Point Rousse Complex is a structurally disrupted,
but complete, ophiolite that is exposed in an east-west trend-
ing synclinorium near the northern coast of the Baie Verte
Peninsula (Fig. 2). It contains serpentinized ultramafic
rocks, gabbro, sheeted dikes, and pillow lavas, and has a
conformable cover sequence of mafic volcanic and pyro-
clastic rocks (Norman and Strong, 1975; Kidd et al., 1978).
The ophiolite is interpreted to structurally overlie metasedi-
mentary rocks of the Fleur de Lys Supergroup. It is sepa
rated from the Pacquet Harbour Group to the south by the
Scrape Thrust, and from metasedimentary rocks of the
Mings Bight Group (also part of the Laurentian margin) to
the east by a high angle fault zone (Hibbard, 1983). Accord-
ing to Kirkwood and Dubé (1992), the main phase of the
deformation (D) in the southern portion of the Point Rousse
Complex (including the Stog'er Tight prospect) generated
east-west trending folds and axial planar faults, together

with south-verging thrust displacement sub-parallel to the
Scrape Thrust (Fig. 2). Gold mineralization in the Stog' er
Tight prospect is confined to the D, shear zones.

Sog' er Tight Gabbro

The volcanic cover sequence of the Point Rousse ophi-
oliteisintruded by several late-stage mafic sillsthat host the
Stog'er Tight gold occurrences (Fig. 3). The gabbro sills
range in thickness from 11 m to 70 m and have evident
chilled margins. The gabbrostypically consist of plagioclase
(45% to 60%), amphibole (45% to 30%) and ilmenomag-
netite (7% to 20%), with subordinate amounts (<5%) of epi-
dote, chlorite, quartz, titanite, apatite and zircon. Plagioclase
has an albitic composition (An<10), whereas, the amphibole
shows morphologic evidence indicating replacement of pri-
mary hornblende by low-Al actinolite. Imenomagnetite is
variably altered to an amorphous assemblage of hydrous
titanium silicates and oxides commonly referred to as leu-
coxene. Though the sills are collectively termed “gabbro”
(e.g., Kirkwood and Dubé, 1992), the main Stog'er Tight
meta-gabbro body that hosts mineralization can be distin-
guished lithologically from an adjacent, barren, low Fe-Ti
meta-gabbro (or diorite) sill located to the north (Fig. 3A),
primarily based on ilmenomagnetite content. The dominant
albite-actinolite-epidote mineral assemblage of the Stog' er
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Tight meta-gabbro is characteristic of greenschist metamor-
phic facies, in accord with the regional low-grade metamor-
phism of the Point Rousse Complex. The prefix ‘meta’ is
neverthel ess omitted and the term gabbro is used throughout
this text to refer to the metamorphosed but hydrothermally
unaltered host rock at Stog' er Tight.

Hydrothermal Alteration and Gold Mineralization
Alteration Mineralogy and Zonation

The Stog’ er Tight gold prospect (STGP) comprises four
distinct mineralized zones (Huard, 1990), of which only the
principal Stog’er Tight Zone and Magnetic Zone (Fig. 3A)
were part of this study. Mineralization occurs in and adja
cent to shear zones in the main gabbro body and is sur-
rounded by a hydrothermal alteration envelope that over-
prints the greenschist facies mineral assemblage of the
gabbro. The typical width of the alteration envelopein drill-
coreisabout 15 m, though hal oes as wide as 40 m have been
observed. The ateration envelope is subdivided, based on
characteristic mineral assemblages, into four distinct zones,
with a somewhat asymmetric zonation in the footwall and
hangingwall (Fig. 3B). In order of increasing intensity of
alteration, these are: (1) chlorite-calcite zone, (I1) sericite-
ankerite zone, (I11) red albite-pyrite (+ gold) zone, and (1V)
chlorite-magnetite zone (Ramezani, 1993).

The weakest intensity of alteration, furthest from min-
eralization, is characterized by the replacement of metamor-
phic actinolite by chlorite, and partial replacement of epi-
dote by calcite. Calcite may constitute up to 10% of the rock
volume. The interval between the chlorite-calcite zone and
the mineralization is characterized by a distinct change in
rock color from grayish-green to a pale yellow, correspond-
ing to the introduction of sericite, and up to 50% modal
ankerite (ferroan dolomite). In the sericite-ankerite zone,
epidote is absent and chlorite is sparse, but gray plagioclase
is still present as relict grains and as part of a fine-grained,
mylonitic quartz-albite matrix.

The sericite-ankerite zone grades into a discontinuous
zone of strong minera replacement involving abundant red-
colored albite, pyrite and, locally, gold, which represents the
highest intensity of hydrothermal alteration. Individual,
mineralized red albite-pyrite lenses up to 40 cm in thickness
occur in the central parts of this zone. The presence of large
(7 mm in diameter) red abite porphyroblasts comprising up
to 80% of the altered rock, and the absence of afine-grained
mylonitic matrix suggest strong, syn- to late-deformational,
recrystallization and annealing. Near-complete replacement
of leucoxene by hydrothermal rutile occurs within the red
albite-pyrite (+ gold) zone.

The immediate footwall of the mineralized zone
(Fig. 3B) typically occurs as a dark green, chlorite-domi-
nated alteration interval with adistinct cataclastic (brittle or
ductile-brittle) style of deformation. This zone is dominated
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by albite porphyroclasts in a matrix of chlorite, carbonate
(both ankerite and calcite), magnetite and fine-grained
guartz. The magnetite is homogeneous and Ti-free, and thus
distinct from the primary ilmenomagnetite in the host gab-
bro. The chlorite-magnetite zone contains the largest grains
of leucoxene (relict ilmenomagnetite), suggesting that this
zone originally may have been part of the coarse-grained
center of the sill. Structural and textural evidence, such as
chlorite-filled fractures across the strained albite porphyro-
clasts, indicate that the chlorite-magnetite alteration par-
tially overprinted the red albite-pyrite alteration and thus
was developed late in the ateration/ mineralization history
of the STGP.

The association with shear deformation, alteration min-
eralogy, presence of Fe-carbonate in hydrothermal veins
(see below) and altered wall rock, and the absence of argillic
alteration in the STGP are first-order characteristics sugges-
tive of a mesothermal style of gold mineralization.

Gold mineralization

Quartz veins are abundant in the area of the STGP
(Kirkwood and Dubé, 1992) as in most shear-hosted,
mesothermal gold deposits (Kerrich, 1989a). In the Stog’er
Tight Zone and the Magnetic Zone, two major types of veins
occur: dilational, barren, quartz veins (fracture fills), and
shear-paralel, quartz-albite-ankerite veins, the latter being
restricted to the red albite-pyrite alteration zone. The shear-
parallel veins (Fig. 3B) are normally less than 10 cm wide,
may contain minor amounts of sericite, chlorite, and tour-
maline, and have gradational boundaries with the strongly
altered (albitized) host rock. The veins exhibit textural evi-
dence of syn- to late-deformational mineral precipitation,
such as undulose extinction in quartz and bent twin planes
in albite porphyroblasts.

Gold is largely restricted to the altered wall rock adja
cent to shear-parallel veins and also occursin highly altered
gabbro not directly associated with any veins. Gold occurs
as inclusions and seams up to 100 pum in diameter inside
aggregates of pyrite. The gold-bearing pyrite occursin close
textural association with relict ilmenomagnetite (leucoxene)
that is replaced by hydrothermal rutile.

The mineralized wall rock is dominated by red albite,
contains several percent coarse pyrite, with minor amounts
of sericite, ankerite, chlorite, and apatite. Initial exploration
diamond drilling in excess of 8000 m in 80 holes was car-
ried out on the greater Stog'er Tight property by Noranda
Exploration Co. Ltd. during the late 1980s and early 1990s
(the property is at present owned by Ming Minerals Inc.).
The highest measured ore grade in drill-core reached
68.0 g/t Au over a 0.6 m interval (Huard, 1990). Electron
microprobe (EDS) analyses of gold grains reveal less than
10% Ag content, and no detectable As, Sh, Bi, or Te.

Petrographic examination, aided by electron micro-
probe analysis, hasidentified inclusions of zircon and avari-
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ety of phosphate minerals, including monazite and xenotime
(yttrium phosphate), in the red albite-pyrite and chlorite-
magnetite alteration zones. These inclusions locally reach
up to 100 pum in diameter. The zircon has an atypical red
color, generaly has anhedral to subhedral morphologies,
and is evidently of hydrothermal origin. It is distinct from
the clear, euhedral, magmatic or metamorphic zircon,
including those found in the unaltered gabbro.

Geochemical and I sotopic Analyses
Major and Trace Element Compositions

A total of 36 specimens from the major rock types and
their hydrothermally altered equivalents were analyzed for
their major and trace element compositions (representative
analyses are listed in Appendices 1 and 2). Mgjor oxide con-
centrations were measured by ICP-OES at the Newfound-
land Department of Mines and Energy. Trace elements were
analyzed by XRF on pressed powder pellets, and by ICP-
M S using the sodium peroxide sinter technique at Memorial
University. Details of the sinter technique, ICP-MS mea-
surement statistics and laboratory standard runs are reported
in Longerich et a. (1990).

Unaltered samples from the main Stog’ er Tight gabbro
body and the low Fe-Ti gabbro sill, as well as the host vol-
canic rocksin the area, range in chemical composition from
monzodiorite and diorite to gabbro. Each group has distinct
trace element characteristics (Fig. 4A). The volcanic rocks,
part of the cover sequence of the Point Rousse ophiolite,
range in composition from slightly L REE-depleted, tholei-
itic basalts to LREE-enriched, sub-alkaline andesites. On
the mantle-normalized trace element diagrams, all of the
volcanic samples exhibit a prominent negative Nb (also Ta)
anomaly coupled with a positive Th anomaly relative to the
REE of similar compatibility (e.g., Laand Ce). This chem-
ical feature is characteristic of volcanic rocks in magmatic
arc settings (e.g., Pearce and Cann, 1973; Wood et al.,
1979). In contrast, the main gabbro samples from both drill-
core and outcrop are characterized by a consistent, moder-
ate LREE enrichment and negative Th anomaly (Fig. 4A),
similar to those of enriched (E-type) MORB basalts (Sun
and McDonough, 1989). The low Fe-Ti gabbro samples
have a relatively flat REE pattern with slight negative Nb
and positive Th anomalies interpreted to be transitiona
between island-arc and E-type MORB compositions. The
variations in chemistry of the volcanic and gabbroic rocks
are interpreted to reflect a transition from primitive to
mature island-arc volcanism, followed by MORB-domi-
nated magmatism (sill emplacement) associated with arc-
rifting and back-arc basin formation. A similar composi-
tional trend has been reported for the oceanic volcanic
rocks of the Snooks Arm Group overlying the Betts Cove
ophiolite complex in the eastern Baie Verte Peninsula (Jen-
ner and Fryer, 1980).
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Fig. 4.(A) Mantle-normalized extended REE plot for the major
rock units of the Stog’er Tight prospect. D-VOL = depleted vol-
canic, E-VOL = enriched volcanic, LFTG = low Fe-Ti gabbro,
MGAB = main gabbro, [P] = P,Os. Inset shows trace element pro-
file of the main gabbro. (B) Mantle-normalized trace element plot
for alteration assemblages from drill holes 24 (solid symbols) and
53 (open symbols). Shaded area delineates trace element profile of
the main gabbro. Data are from Appendices 1 and 2 (measured
compositions). Primitive mantle normalizing values from McDo-
nough and Sun (1995).

The suite of altered gabbro samplesfrom the STGP was
collected from three cross-sections through the
alteration/mineralization zone represented by drill holes
BN88-24, BN88-53, and BN88-55 (Fig. 3A). Representa-
tive analyses are reported in Appendix 2. Vein components,
and quartz in particular, were avoided in sampling the
altered rocks for geochemistry. In general, hydrothermal
alteration is associated with prominent enrichmentsin S and
the large ion lithophile elements (LILE), such as K, Rb, and
Ba, along with strong depletions in the siderophile elements,
Cr and Ni, relative to the precursor (unaltered gabbro) con-
centrations. The LILE and S enrichments are particularly
strong in the sericite-ankerite and red albite-pyrite alteration
zones. A distinct chemical feature of ateration at Stog' er
Tight is an elevation in the REE, HFSE (Ti, Zr, Hf, Nb, and
Ta) and Th concentrations in proximity to mineralization
(Fig. 4B). The red albite-pyrite alteration zone bears the
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Table 1. U-Pb data

Explor. Mining Geol., Vol. 9, Nos. 3 and 4, 2000

Fractions Concentrations* Atomic Ratios** Ages (Ma)

NO. Pr Opef tl es Wa ght U Ptr)ad_ kgommon 206p_b 208P_b 206p_b + 207P_b + 207P_b + 206P_b 207P_b
(mg) (ppm) (ppm) (pg) 204pb 206Pb 238U 235U 206Pb 238U 206Pb

Stog’er Tight Gabbro (sample 90915)
G-1  20euhedrd zircon prisms, abraded 0.012 568 649 29 1146 6610 .07720 52 .6041 44 .05675 18 479 482
G-2 Best clear zircon prisms, abraded 0.042 629 68.0 20 6283 .6006 .07563 46 .5921 33 .05678 20 470 483
G-3 Angular zircon fragments 0.058 961 1026 85 3083 .6106 .07429 28 .5816 24 .05678 8 462 483
G-4 35 cracked zircon prisms 0.015 767 82.3 21 2471 6600 .07246 78 .5669 60 .05674 14 451 482
Alteration Zone (sample BN60-37)
H-1 5 red zircon, abraded 0.005 332 30.6 73 114 5331 .06728 74 .5115 107 .05513 94 420 418
H-2 3 red zircon, abraded 0003 226 200 12 257 5242 06505 38 .4944 68 .05512 66 406 417
Notes

*Uncertainty in weight is £0.006 mg (20).

**Corrected for fractionation, spike, laboratory blanks of 10 to 15 pg for Pb and 1 pg for U, and initial common lead calculated from the model of Stacey and Kramers
(1975). Absolute uncertainties on the isotopic ratios are reported as 20 after the ratios and refer to the final digits; rad. = radiogenic.

strongest enrichment of these trace elements relative to the
host gabbro, consistent with the occurrence of U- and REE-
bearing accessory minerals, such as hydrothermal zircon,
monazite, and apatite, in this zone.
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Fig. 5. U-Pb concordia diagrams for igneous zircon from the
Stog’er Tight gabbro, (A), and hydrothermal zircon from the high-
grade ore zone (B). Data are from Table 1.

U-Pb Zircon Geochronology

Igneous zircon was separated from a 25 kg sample of
unaltered, coarse-grained gabbro for age determination.
Selected zircon grains were clear, euhedral, smple prisms
with pyramidal tips, which were hand-picked and grouped
into four multi-grain fractions based on grain quality.
Hydrothermal zircon grains from the mineralized red albite-
pyrite alteration zone were small (20 um to 80 um), red-col-
ored and largely suhedral to anhedral. A few grains showed
twinned prisms with a morphology clearly distinct from that
of the igneous zircon. The latter grains were hand-picked
and individually analyzed by electron microprobe (EDS) to
confirm their identity before selection for U-Pb analysis.

Sample preparation and analytical proceduresincluding
air-abrasion technique, zircon dissolution, and ion-exchange
chemistry are essentially similar to those of Krogh (1973,
19823, 1982b). | sotopi c measurements were made at Memo-
rial University on a Finnigan MAT 262 thermal-ionization
mass spectrometer equipped with a secondary electron mul-
tiplier, in an ion pulse-counting mode. The measured iso-
topic ratios, U and Pb concentrations, calculated atomic
ratios and the corresponding ages are given in Table 1. Age
uncertainties are calculated using an unpublished error prop-
agation routine modified after that devised by L. Heaman
and are plotted as ellipses on conventional U-Pb concordia
diagrams (Fig. 5). Concordia intercept ages and uncertain-
ties are calculated using the linear regression method of
Davis (1982). Further details of the procedure are reported
in Dubé et al. (1996).

Zircon fractions from the gabbro yielded one concor-
dant (G-1), and three variably discordant (G-2 through G-4)
analyses consistent with their grain quality (Fig. 5A). All
four analyses regress, with an 88% probability of fit, to a
discordia line with a calculated upper intercept age of
483 +3/-2 Ma. This age is interpreted as the crystallization
age of the Stog’ er Tight Gabbro.

Two multi-grain fractions of red hydrothermal zircon
produced analyses that are concordant within uncertainties
(H-1 and H-2), but do not overlap (Fig. 5B). The uncertain-
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ties associated with these analyses are influenced by small
fraction sizes (5 pg and 3 g, respectively), which increases
the relative proportion of common Pb to radiogenic Pb in the
analysis. The comparatively younger ages measured from
H-2 are probably due to small amounts of lead loss after
crystallization. The 206Pb/238U age of H-1 (420 +5 Ma) is
least affected by the common Pb corrections and is consis-
tent with the 27Pb/2%6 Ph ages of both fractions (ca. 418 Ma
and 417 Ma), aswell. The 420 £5 Ma age is therefore inter-
preted as the crystallization age of the hydrothermal zircon,
in association with the red albite-pyrite (+ Au) alteration.

Sable I sotope Geochemistry

Mineral separates of quartz, albite, chlorite, sericite,
and ankerite from veins and altered wall rocks were pre-
pared by conventional methods (heavy liquids, magnetic
susceptibility and hand-picking) and were checked for
purity by XRD prior to isotopic analysis. Mineral fractions
were reacted overnight with BrFs at 600°C (Clayton and
Mayeda, 1963) to produce CO, for oxygen isotope analysis.
CO;, was liberated from carbonate (ankerite) by reaction
with anhydrous phosphoric acid at 25°C (McCrea, 1950) for

Table 2. Oxygen and carbon isotope data for whole rocks and hydrothermal minerals of the Stog’er Tight Prospect, calculated equilibration
temperatures and the oxygen isotope composition of the hydrothermal fluids

Sample 5*®0 oBC Equilib T %O uater Comments
No.* (%o) (%o0) (°C)** (%o0)
BN24-09 8.9 (wir) Red alb-pyr alteration zone
BN29-A31 13.2 (qtz) 349t 7.9 Altered gabbro in red ab-pyr zone
10.9 (alb)
91822-A 12.1 (qtz) Shear-parallel vein in mineralized gabbro
91814-C2 12.6 (gtz) Shear-parallel vein in mineralized gabbro
BN60-42 12.5 (qtz) 316t 6.22 Shear-parallel, mineralized vein in red alb-pyr zone
10.1 (alb-1) 24624 (alb-1 is from host rock and alb-2 is from vein)
10.0 (alb-2)
4.5 (chl)
BN60-34 11.5 (qtz) 480t 8.92 Shear-parallel vein in red alb-pyr zone
9.9 (alb) 43823
9.0 (ser)
11.0(ank) -6.9
91814-A4 12.6 (qtz) Dilationa vein in strongly altered gabbro
BN29-22A 12.4 (qtz) 316t 6.12 Dilationa vein in red alb-pyr zone
9.9 (alb) 28223
8.7 (ser)
BN45-A30 11.9 (qtz) 345! 6.5 Dilationa vein in red alb-pyr zone
9.6 (alb) 29224
4.9 (chl)
BNG60-20 11.6 (qtz) Dilationa vein in ank-ser zone
BN24-17 8.8 (wir) Chl-mgt alteration zone
BN24-14 4.8 (chl) Altered gabbro in chl-mgt zone
BN29-B5 4.4 (chl) Altered gabbro in chl-mgt zone
BNG60-A8 4.8 (chl) Altered gabbro in chl-mgt zone
BN60-48 12.5 (qtz) 37 7.9 Dilationa vein in chl-mgt zone
10.4 (alb)
11.2 (ank) -5.6
91814-A6 12.1 (qtz) Dilationa vein in moderately altered gabbro
91814-A8 12.5 (qtz) Dilationa vein in strongly foliated gabbro
91814-D1 12.5 (qtz) Dilationa vein in strongly foliated gabbro
91814-D2 12.7 (qtz) Stockwork quartz in brecciated gabbro
91822-B 12.2 (qtz) Shear-parallel vein in strongly foliated gabbro
BN60-19 12.5 (qtz) 360! 7.5 Vein at the volcanic rocks — gabbro contact (no ateration)
10.3 (alb)
BN60-09 13.5 (qtz) 33524 7.7? Dilationa vein in volcanic rock (no alteration)
7.3 (chl)
BN60-101 12.0 (qtz) 40023 7.9 Dilationa vein in volcanic rock (no alteration)
9.3 (ser)
11.4 (ank) -6.1
BNG60-A1 13.0 (qtz) Vein in volcaniclastic rocks (no alteration)
BN24-01 8.4 (wir) Main Stog' er Tight gabbro
BN55-B5 8.6 (wir) Low Fe-Ti gabbro
BN55-B9 8.9 (wir) Low Fe-Ti gabbro
BN54-B5 8.3 (wir) Volcanic rock (calc-akalic)
BN54-R 8.6 (wir) Volcanic rock (tholeiitic)
Notes

* Sample numbers starting with BN are from drill-core, the following two digits correspond to drill-hole number (see Fig. 3 for locations). All others are trench or outcrop

(surface) samples.

** Calculated equilibrium temperatures and oxygen isotope compositions of aqueous fluids are based on the following oxygen isotope fractionation factors: ‘quartz-albite
(Clayton and Kieffer, 1991); 2quartz-water (Matsuhisa et al., 1979); 3muscovite-water (O’ Neil and Taylor, 1969); and “chlorite-water (Wenner and Taylor, 1971).

Abbreviations: alb = abite, ank = ankerite, chl = chlorite, mgt = magnetite, ser = sericite, pyr = pyrite, qtz = quartz, w/r = whole rock.
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72 hours. The isotopic compositions of CO. gas were mea-
sured on a Finnigan MAT 252 mass spectrometer at Memo-
rial University. The isotopic results are reported in the stan-
dard & notation in per mil (%.) relative to SMOW for
oxygen, and PDB for carbon (Table 2).

The &80 values of eight whole rock samples of unal-
tered and altered gabbro and volcanic rocks define a narrow
range from +8.3 to +8.9. The 80 values of quartz in 19
shear-paradlel and dilational veins range from +11.5 to
+13.5. Albite from veins and altered wall rock has &80 val-
uesfrom +9.6 to +10.9, sericite from +8.7 to +9.3, and chlo-
rite from +4.1 to +7.3. Quartz-albite oxygen isotope ther-
mometry yields equilibration temperatures from 320°C to
480°C, quartz-sericite from 280°C to 440°C, and quartz-
chlorite from 250°C to 340°C. Three samples of ankerite
from both shear-parallel and dilationa veins yielded 312C
values of -5.6, -6.1, and -6.9 along with &0 values of
+11.2, +11.4, and +11.0, respectively.

The hydrothermal minerals from the STGP yield oxy-
gen isotope equilibration temperatures of 250°C to 480°C
that overlap with, but fall on the high end of, the tempera-
ture range reported for mesothermal gold deposits (gener-
ally 250°C to 400°C; McCuaig and Kerrich, 1998). The
average equilibration temperatures for coexisting quartz-
albite pairsin the STGP (360°C) are largely comparable to
those for quartz-sericite (370°C), reflecting isotopic equi-
librium, but are systematically higher than those for
quartz-chlorite (290°C). This is consistent with petro-
graphic evidence that hydrothermal chlorite and sericite do
not coexist in the same alteration assemblage. Thefluidsin
isotopic equilibrium with the different hydrothermal min-
eral assemblages are calculated to have 620 values from
+6.1 to +8.9 (Table 2), which overlap with those cited for
primary magmatic fluids (e.g., Sheppard et al., 1969), but
these values do not uniquely discriminate between mag-
matic and metamorphic sources for the ore-forming fluids
(Kerrich, 1987).

The 180 values of vein quartz in the STGP (+11.5%o. to
+13.5%0) coincide most closely with those of quartz from
Proterozoic mesothermal deposits of the Slave and
Churchill provinces, and also with those from Archean gold
depositsin central and eastern Abitibi (summary by Kerrich,
1989a). The uniformity in 80 values of quartz, regardless
of vein type or proximity to mineralization in the STGP,
reflects a homogeneity in the 180 content of the hydrother-
mal fluids, combined with an overall uniformity in the tem-
peratures of vein formation.

The few carbonate analyses from the STGP yielded
O13C values (-5.6%o t0 -6.9%o) that coincide with values cited
for the average crustal carbon (Ohmoto and Rye, 1979) and
with those of the low 13C members of Archean gold deposits
(Kerrich, 1989a). The 83C values of ankerite overlap with
the field of magmatic carbon (Valley, 1986), though values
in this range are not generally considered unique indicators
of magmatic, metamorphic, or sedimentary sources
(Ohmoto and Rye, 1979).
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Discussion
Sructural Setting

Mesothermal gold deposits are characteristically asso-
ciated with major geological structures that juxtapose ter-
ranes of contrasting nature in an accretionary tectonic set-
ting (Kerrich and Wyman, 1990; Barley and Groves, 1992).
On alocal scale, gold occurrences are known to be concen-
trated along the second- or higher-order splays of such struc-
tures (Kerrich, 1989a). In north-central Newfoundland, the
Baie Verte Line reflects a crustal-scale discontinuity with a
complex history of fault movement, which has brought the
accreted oceanic terranes of the Dunnage Zone into contact
with the metamorphosed rocks of the ancient Laurentian
continental margin (Fig. 1). The Scrape Thrust and its asso-
ciated system of faults/shear zones branch off the Baie Verte
Line near Baie Verte (Figs. 1 and 2) within an overall struc-
tural setting that reflects juxtaposition of ophiolitic assem-
blages (e.g., Point Rousse Complex) against the metasedi-
mentary rocks of the Fleur de Lys Supergroup. In this
context, the terrane boundary faults may have served as con-
duitsfor the advection of fluids from depth. Four of the main
gold prospects on the Baie Verte Peninsula, including the
Dorset (Belanger et a., 1994), Pine Cove (Scott et al.,
1991), Deer Cove (Patey and Wilton, 1993), and the Stog’ er
Tight (this paper), together with a number of smaller show-
ings, occur in association with the Scrape Thrust or its
related shear zones.

Chemical Mass Balance and Elemental Mobility

Hydrothermal ateration in the STGP involved variable
degreesof CO,, S, LILE (K, Rb, and Ba) and/or Na metaso-
matism (Appendix 2). Since no appreciable, pre-existing
carbonate or graphite is found in the unaltered wall rocks,
the abundance of carbonate in the alteration zones attests to
the extensive contribution of CO, from hydrothermal fluids
in all stages of alteration. The same applies to S that was
introduced predominantly from the ore-forming fluids and
may comprise nearly 20 modal percent of the mineralized
wall rock in the form of sulfide. Wall rock alteration by CO,-
and S- (also P-) rich hydrothermal fluids facilitated wide-
spread elemental mobility at the STGP.

The concentrations of K and Rb increase with alteration
and reach about 40 times that of the precursor (or more) in
the ankerite-sericite zone (Appendices 1 and 2). These
enrichments are closely associated with the formation of
hydrothermal sericite in the rock. Despite the strong K and
Rb metasomatism, the K/Rb ratios of the altered rocks
remain within the 400 to 600 range, consistent with those in
the precursor gabbro. In contrast, the K/Ba ratios increase
systematically with ateration by nearly an order of magni-
tude (from 30 to 270), mainly because of larger enrichment
in K relative to Ba. The covariant relationships among the
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LILE, as controlled by K-silicate precipitation and mani-
fested in uniform K/Rb and K/Ba ratios, are considered by
many workers as a characteristic feature of mesothermal
gold deposits and have formed a basis for the metamorphic
devolatilization model cited for the origin of mesothermal
Au-bearing fluids (e.g., Kerrich, 1989a, 1989b). In this
regard, the conspicuoudly elevated K/Baratios in the STGP
somewhat deviate from the typical LILE behavior consid-
ered for the majority of mesothermal deposits, and seem to
approach the chemical trends characteristic of the mag-
matic-hydrothermal systems (Kerrich, 1989a and references
therein). Sodium metasomatism is limited to albite precipi-
tation in the red albite-pyrite zone and is significantly
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smaller in magnitude in comparison to the LILE enrich-
ments.

The elevated concentrations of REE, HFSE, and Th in
the red abite-pyrite and chlorite-magnetite zones of the
STGP exceed the range of compositions of most of the sam-
ples of the precursor gabbro (Fig. 4B, drill hole 24) and thus
cannot be explained by primary magmatic processes.
Hydrothermal fluid-rock reactions are likely to have been
responsible for the observed trace element enrichments.
Decoupling among the REE, Zr, and P,Os (also LILE) con-
centrations in the altered rocks (Fig. 4B), as opposed to their
systematic, fractionation-controlled covariations in the pre-
cursor gabbro, further corroborates the above conclusion.
Substantia enrichmentsin the REE, HFSE, and Th by fluid-
rock reaction are somewhat enigmatic, asthese are generally
presumed to be the least mobile trace elements during
hydrothermal alteration (e.g., Pearce and Cann, 1973) and
hence variations in their absolute abundances have been
commonly attributed to the alteration-related changes in
total mass (i.e., isochemical behavior; Kerrich, 1989b). The
abundance of REE-bearing hydrothermal phases, such as
apatite, zircon, monazite and xenotime, in the alteration
zones of the STGP clearly contradicts the assumption of
immobility. Mass balance considerations are nevertheless
required to account for possible compositional changes due
to bulk gains or losses in mass (or volume). Note that the
chlorite-magnetite zone is not discussed in this context. This
zone has been interpreted to have a complex, multi-episodic
style of alteration, as evidenced by its ateration overprint
textures (see Alteration Mineralogy and Zonation).

The isocon scheme of Grant (1986) was used in this
paper as a direct method of solving the conventional Gre-
sens' (1967) equations for composition-volume changes. In
the isocon method, the elemental concentrations in the
altered rock are plotted against those in the precursor and a
straight line (isocon), whose slope is proportional to the net
change of mass, is defined graphically by connecting points
corresponding to elements of isochemical character (Fig. 6).
The composition of the altered rock can then be reconsti-
tuted by correcting for the calculated gain or loss in mass
(Appendix 2) and the volume-independent chemical
changes can be estimated (Fig. 7). It is apparent that the net
mass change (slope of isocon) would depend on the choice
of isochemical components. The least mobile components
used in our mass balance calculations include variable com-
binations of Al,Os;, TiO,, P,Os, Zr, Nb, andY. The unaltered
gabbro composition from the same drill-core was selected as
the precursor for each calculation. The isocon is selected
carefully in each case such that the overall gains and losses
in rock components would be consistent with the observed
alteration mineral ogy.

In the case of the red abite-pyrite zone, a best-fit line
through the REE data points would result in losses of 50%
for Na,O and 75% or more for each other major oxides rel-
ative to the precursor (Fig. 6C), which are clearly in conflict
with the albite-rich assemblage of the rock. Therefore, the
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REE are interpreted not to have remained isochemical and
an excess of the REE must have been introduced into the
rock during fluid-rock reaction (Figs. 6C and 7C). It must be
noted that the isocon of Figure 6C presents a hypothetical
solution to the net changes of mass in the red abite-pyrite
zone while the geochemical complexities of this zone
should by no means be de-emphasized.

The REE in the red abite-pyrite zone (sample BN24-
09) were not enriched uniformly, but rather the LREE and
the HREE were systematically more enriched (300%) rela-
tive to the MREE (230%). Thorium, Zr, and Nb are enriched
by factors of 3.9, 3.5, and 2.8, respectively (Fig. 7C). The
lack of correlation between enrichments in P,Os (26%) and
in the REE suggests that the observed enrichment trends are
more likely to have been controlled by the hydrothermal
precipitation of zircon (and other REE-bearing silicates),
rather than by the formation of hydrothermal phosphates
such as apatite and monazite. In contrast, samples from both
the chlorite-calcite zone and the sericite-ankerite zone are
dightly depleted in the mgjority of REE (and Y) relative to
the precursor gabbro (Figs. 7A, 7B). This suggests that at
least part of the excess REE in the red albite-pyrite zone
might have been supplied by the alteration-induced leaching
of trace elements away from the surrounding, less intensely
altered rocks. A similar process of internal redistribution of
REE (and HFSE) on a small scale by Au-bearing fluids has
been observed by Ludden et a. (1984) in connection to gold
mineralization in the Val d’Or camp in Quebec. Neverthe-
less, REE depletionsin the lesser altered rocks of the STGP
are generally small (<20%) and lie within the range of
uncertainty associated with the mass balance calculations.
AsintheVal d’ Or deposits, the unequivocal existence of an
external or internal source for the REE in the STGP has
proven difficult to evaluate.

Host Rock Control on Mineralization

Gold mineralization in the STGP is structurally con-
trolled by a network of shear zones which is best developed
in the gabbro sills. Shear deformation is viewed to be genet-
icaly related to south-verging displacements along the
Scrape Thrust, in accord with strike-slip movements along
the Baie Verte Line. The close association of gold mineral-
ization with shear deformation and hydrothermal alteration
which has overprinted the greenschist facies assemblage of
the gabbro, is indicative of an epigenetic, but largely
stratabound, style of mineralization. Alteration was only
locally developed in the volcanic sequence and no mineral-
ization has been observed beyond the margins of gabbro.
Shear zones, as channels for fluid percolation and fluid-rock
reaction, were preferentially developed in the gabbro, evi-
dently because of its favorable rheology (e.g., isotropic fab-
ric or rigidity). In addition to its mechanical role, gabbro
served as a chemical sink for gold mineralization. Chemical
reaction between Fe-Ti oxide phases (ilmenomagnetite)
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from the gabbro and the hydrothermal fluid containing solu-
ble gold-sulfur complexes induced the oxidation (de-sulfi-
dation) of fluid and resulted in the co-precipitation of pyrite
and gold inside the altered wall rock. The abundance of
rutile-rich leucoxene in the mineralized gabbro, and its
direct textural association with gold-bearing pyrite, provide
strong evidence for a model of gold precipitation by fluid-
rock reaction. Considering that gold is likely to be trans-
ported in the hydrothermal fluid predominantly in the form
of the neutral hydrosulfide complex, AuHS® [or as
AUHS(H,S) at pressures above 100 MPa as suggested by
Loucks and Mavrogenes (1999)] over the temperatures of
interest (Benning and Seward, 1996; Gibert et a., 1998), the
mineralization reaction can be formulated as:

FeTiO; + 2AUHS® - FeS, + TiO, + 2Au + H2Og
(ilmenite) (pyrite) (rutile)

It should be noted that despite the strong ore-gabbro
association in the STGP, other gold occurrences associated
with the Baie Verte Line are hosted by a variety of rock
types. These include mafic volcanic/volcaniclastic rocks at
Deer Cove (Dubé et d., 1993), mafic tuffs at Pine Cove
(Scott et al., 1991), and felsic porphyry dikes at Hammer
Down (Ritcey et al., 1995). In the great majority of these
occurrences, gold mineralization occurs predominantly in
guartz-rich veins, suggesting mechanisms other than, or in
addition to, fluid-rock reaction for the precipitation of gold.

Recent experimental data for Au solubility in supercrit-
ical aqueous fluids (Gibert et a., 1998; Loucks and Mavro-
genes, 1999) have demonstrated that cooling and/or decom-
pression associated with fluid migration from amphibolite to
greenschist facies conditions (or equivalent conditionsin the
vicinity of epizonal plutons) alone may cause a drastic
decrease in the solubility of gold-sulfur complexes. These
may help to explain the multiple mechanisms controlling
gold precipitation throughout an area such as the Baie Verte
Peninsula.

Regional Aspects of Gold Mineralization

The shallow-level gabbro sills of the STGP lack the
magmatic-arc chemical signature characteristic of their host
basaltic-andesitic volcanic rocks. The enriched (E-type)
MORB &ffinity of the main Stog’er Tight gabbro is inter-
preted to represent late-stage tholeiitic magmatism associ-
ated with arc rifting, and possibly back-arc basin develop-
ment, prior to the Early Ordovician (Taconian) emplacement
(Dallmeyer and Williams, 1975; Dunning and Krogh, 1985)
of oceanic alochthons onto the Laurentian margin. The
measured 483 +3/-2 Ma age of the Stog’er Tight gabbro is
similar to the Middle Arenigian (Ordovician) fossil age of
the Snooks Arm Group (Snelgrove, 1931) that covers the
Betts Cove ophiolite complex to the southeast (Fig. 1) and is
also host to the Nugget Pond gold mine (Swinden et a.,
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1990). The Betts Cove Complex is correlated with the main
body of the Point Rousse Complex (Hibbard, 1983) and its
Early Ordovician age of 488.6 +3.1/-1.8 Ma (Dunning and
Krogh, 1985) corroborates the suggested stratigraphic corre-
lations.

The Late Silurian age of hydrothermal zircon (420
+5 Ma) from the red albite-pyrite zone is consistent with the
epigenetic style of mineralization in the STGP and implies
that hydrothermal alteration, and hence gold mineralization,
post-dated the intrusion of host gabbro by about 63 Ma.
Relict hydrothermal zircon is also found in the chlorite-
magnetite altered gabbro, which bears evidence for late- to
post-ore (overprint) alteration and cataclastic deformation.
Thisfurther supports the conclusion that zircon and gold co-
precipitated at the peak of hydrothermal (red abite-pyrite)
alteration in the Late Silurian.

Abundant high-precision isotopic ages from north-cen-
tral Newfoundland have made it possible to put the gold
mineralization event in the STGP into a regional chrono-
logic perspective (Fig. 8). The U-Pb ages of I-type granitoid
intrusions and felsic volcanic rocks from the Dunnage Zone
on the Baie Verte Peninsula (Cawood and Dunning, 1993)
lie within a narrow range in the Silurian (ca. 440 Ma to
424 Ma). Peak metamorphism of the continental margin
rocks of the Humber Zone on the Baie Verte Peninsula
(Jamieson, 1990) is constrained by U-Pb dates from
migmatites of the Fleur de Lys Supergroup (Cawood and
Dunning, 1993), and also “Ar/**Ar ages from metamorphic
hornblende (Dallmeyer, 1977) to have asimilar Silurian age.
The age of post-kinematic, I-type granitoid intrusion into the
continental margin (423 +3 Ma, Cawood and Dunning,
1993), in particular, overlaps within uncertainty with that of
the hydrothermal zircon from the STGP. These ages are con-
sistent with a model of post-peak metamorphic, |ate-mag-
matic, mesothermal gold mineralization that took place dur-

ing the waning stages of Silurian Orogeny on the Baie Verte
Peninsula. Similar tempora relationships characterize pri-
mary gold mineralization resulting from accretion of
allochthonous terranes in mesothermal deposits of various
ages (Kerrich and Wyman, 1990; Kerrich and Cassidy,
1994), including thosein theVal d' Or district of the Archean
Abitibi greenstone belt in Quebec (Kerrich and Kyser,
1994), ArcheanYilgarn Craton of Western Australia (Kent et
al., 1996), Paleozoic Meguma terrane of the Canadian
Appalachians (Kontak et al., 1990) and the M esozoic-Ceno-
zoic Juneau gold belt of Alaska (Goldfarb et a., 1991;
Miller et al., 1994). The short time lapse between peak
metamorphic-magmatic events and gold mineralization on
the Baie Verte Peninsulais clearly in contrast with the model
of post-metamorphic, post-magmatic (“late”) gold deposi-
tion that predicts a ca. 100 Ma gap preceding gold mineral-
ization as the result of diachronous metamorphism or
delayed thermal equilibration in a tectonically thickened
crust (e.g., Jemielitaet al., 1990; Hanes et al., 1992).

In the absence of robust evidence for the source(s) of
the Au-bearing fluids, the Silurian mantle-derived magma-
tism, regional metamorphism and anatectic melting of the
continental margin rocks each could have plausibly con-
tributed to the hydrothermal activity on the Baie Verte
Peninsula. This could have been achieved either by direct
emanation of magmatic volatiles, or by igneous activity sup-
plying the thermal energy for rock dehydration and fluid
advection through the overlying crust. Considering the
mesothermal style of ateration, the ore paragenesis (high
Au/Ag ratio and insignificant Sh, As, and Bi), and the oxy-
gen isotope composition of the ore fluids at the STGP, mete-
oric waters are unlikely to have been a principal fluid source.
Three end-member sources can be conceived for the ore flu-
ids and their solutes: 1) metaclastic-metapelitic, continental
margin rocks of the Fleur de Lys Supergroup, 2) accreted
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ophiolitic and oceanic, mafic volcanic-epiclastic rocks, and
3) Silurian magmatic intrusions.

The extensive hydrothermal ateration in the STGR,
reaching tens of meters in thickness and involving intensive
LILE, REE and HFSE metasomatism, suggests prior chem-
ical equilibration of the fluids with rocks significantly dif-
ferent in composition than the host oceanic mafic (or ultra-
mafic) rocks. It has also been demonstrated that the
ophiolite-hosted auriferous veins throughout the Baie Verte
Peninsula bear a mantle-like strontium isotopic signature
(87Sr/88Sr = 0.705 to 0.706) that isin contrast with the more
radiogenic strontium (87Sr/8Sr = 0.720) measured from
similar veins in the Laurentian basement (Wilson et a.,
1994). The trace element and Sr isotopic evidence appear to
rule out the possibilities (a) and (b) above, suggesting that
the Silurian I-type intrusions are the most viable source for
the Au-bearing fluids in the STGP.

The LILE systematics (e.g., elevated K/Ba ratios) and
the stable isotope thermometry from the STGP, though
inconclusive, support an orthomagmatic fluid reservoir.
There has been increasing evidence for the involvement of
juvenile magmatic fluids in the genesis of high temperature,
high Auw/Ag-Shb-Hg, mesothermal gold deposits worldwide
(e.g., McCuaig and Kerrich, 1998), though their role as the
dominant reservoir for ore fluids remains a matter of debate.

The Appalachian Gold Dilemma

The Appalachian orogeny was associated with an accre-
tionary tectonic regime, involving oceanic ‘greenstone’ ter-
ranes, and alarge-scale hydrothermal plumbing system dur-
ing the Silurian (Cawood et al., 1994; Wilson et a., 1994)
that could provide favorable conditions for shear-hosted
gold mineralization. It is not entirely understood why the
Northern Appalachian accreted terranes appear not to have
produced economic deposits comparable to world-class
examples found in large gold provinces of similar geologic
setting (e.g., the Archean Abitibi greenstone belt).

Phillips et al. (1996) suggested that the formation of
giant gold deposits, such as Kalgoorlie, Western Australia,
and Timmins, Canada, depends on the probability of all of
the principal parameters in the ore-forming process (e.g.,
high heat flow, large fluid reservoir, efficient fluid focussing,
mechanically and chemically favorable host rocks) reaching
their optimum magnitudes, rather than on any particular
parameter(s) alone. Accordingly, the small scale of gold
mineralization in Newfoundland may be attributed to such
factors as the low Au concentration of the source rocks or
the limited distribution of suitable host rocks along the sites
of major shear deformation. On the deposit scale, the STGP
does not bear evidence of recurrent deformation and fluid
flow or episodic brittle to ductile transition, such as cross-
cutting or banded (ore-stage) quartz veins. This may imply
that the duration of Silurian magmatic and metamorphic
events was too short to allow sustained hydrothermal activ-
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ity and continued mineralization over a significant period of
geologic time.

It has been suggested that internal orogens (involving
continent-continent collision), such as the Trans-Hudson,
Appalachian and Alpine belts, generally do not feature large
mesothermal gold provinces. Thisis possibly because of shal-
lower and less interconnected structural networks aong the
internal orogens, in contrast to the deeper and more extensive
plumbing systems devel oped along the boundaries of accreted
terranes in external orogens (McCuaig and Kerrich, 1998). It
may aso be related to the episodic nature of orogeness,
deformation, and hydrothermal activity associated with con-
tinued terrane accretion in external orogens, which takes
place over an extended period of time. An alternative (and
optimistic) explanation for the lack of large gold deposits in
the accreted oceanic terranes of Newfoundland may be that
the deep-seated, ductile, crustal structures, recognized as the
hosts of mesothermal gold deposits elsewhere, have not been
widely exposed at the surface throughout the northern
Appalachians. In other words, the gold occurrences of north-
central Newfoundland may represent merely the “tips of the
iceberg” compared to the mineralized structures that may lie
at greater crustal depths. Although no strong evidence is cur-
rently in hand to support the latter hypothesis, further targeted
geologic research and exploration may yet provide a more
compelling solution to the Appalachian gold problem.

Conclusions

The Stog’ er Tight gold prospect is an epigenetic, shear-
hosted gold deposit that is hosted by shallow-level gabbro
sills within an Ordovician volcanic arc/back-arc sequence in
north-central Newfoundland. Its hydrothermal alteration
assemblage and style of mineralization is typical of a high-
temperature, mesothermal gold deposit, including a gangue
mineralogy dominated by albite, pyrite, ankerite, sericite,
chlorite, and quartz. Deformation associated with mineral-
ization was driven by displacement along a regional terrane
boundary suture, the Baie Verte Line, in an accretionary tec-
tonic setting. Gold occurs with pyrite, inside strongly atered
gabbro at the margins of syn-deformational, quartz-rich
veins. Fluid-wall rock reaction involving Fe-bearing oxides
and silicates in the gabbro led to the precipitation of pyrite
and gold by oxidation of ore-bearing fluid and de-stabiliza-
tion of soluble gold hydrosulfide complexes.

Wall rock ateration in the Stog’er Tight prospect fea-
tures elevated REE, HFSE, and Th concentrations, in addi-
tionto CO;, LILE, S, and Nametasomatism characteristic of
most greenstone-hosted mesothermal gold deposits. A rare,
hydrothermal variety of zircon from the high-grade ore zone
at Stog'er Tight yielded a U-Pb age of 420 + 5 Ma for the
mineralization event. Gold was deposited near the final
stage of a Silurian period of regiona metamorphism and
orogenic magmatism that involved both the continental
basement and the accreted oceanic terranes. Our age, geo-
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chemical and stable isotopic results, together with other
available data, collectively support a model of late-mag-
matic gold mineralization involving fluids that were derived
at least in part from the Silurian I-type plutons.
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