
11/20/07

1

English 454F - James Joyce’s Ulysses

“Eumaeus”
“Ithaca”

Michael Groden
Nov. 19, 2007

the Ithaca panel

Nikki Lockington
Jon Richardson

Lindsay Ringuette
Erica Thomson

Web sites

James Joyce’s Submission of Ulysses
to His Creative Writing Workshop

http://www.mcsweeneys.net/2006/5/9wayne.html

Cat and Girl
http://catandgirl.com/view.php?loc=241

Eumaeus 1
first of 3 “Nostos“ (return) episodes
style of the episode ?
Bloom and Stephen - attempts to connect:

overhear Italian (16:314-19)
politics (16:1162 etc.)
music (16:1733-69) but also 16:1820

when Stephen sings
at end: a question Bloom can answer

(16:1708-13)

Eumaeus 2
Bloom’s offer to Stephen (16:1621-23)

Bloom’s plans (16:1652-61)
shows Stephen photo of Molly (16:1425)
Stephen and Bloom’s arm (16:1721-24)

Bloom and his Judaism (16:1081-87)
and his situation at home (16:1379-86)

the newspaper article about the Gold Cup race
(16:1274-94)

the newspaper article about Paddy Dignam’s
funeral (16:1248-61)

Ithaca 1

questions and answers
   Joyce's schema: "catechism: impersonal”
Joyce’s letter (February 1921):
“mathematical catechism,” “baldest coldest
way” + to Budgen: “the ugly duckling of the
book”
Clive Hart: “answers of a computer which
has not been programmed to distinguish
between what is important and what is not”
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Ithaca 2

excess information: “Did it flow?”
(17:163)

“defamiliarization”: age + friends (17:63-5);
hits head (17:1274-77), letter from
young Milly (17:1791-94)

+ what Bloom does not say (17:241-51);
why he would have smiled had he smiled
(17:2126-42)

Ithaca 3 - Bloom and Stephen
“parallel courses” (17:1) + conversation
keyless (17:80-81)
opposites:
 masculine feminine passive active (17:289)
 scientific / artistic (17:560)
cocoa (17:368-70), baptisms (17:540-47),
songs (Little Harry Hughes - 17:801 etc.)
void (17:1011-20)
invitation to stay (17:929-55; see 473-76)
urination in garden (17:1185 etc.)

Ithaca 4 - Bloom alone in house

bumps head; furniture moved (17:1274 ff)
books (17:1361 ff) + budget (17:1455 ff)
dream house, possible travels (17:1497 ff)
contents of his drawers (17:1774 ff)
mysteries: Who was M’Intosh? (17:2066),

where was Moses? (17:2070)

Ithaca 5 - Bloom and Molly

in bed: potted meat (17:2124)
list of men (17:2125-42)
reactions: envy, jealousy, abnegation, 

equanimity (17:2156-94)
melons (17:2241)

Bloom’s narration to Molly (17:2247 etc.)
gaps in narration: see budget (17:1455)
note details (marriage, Rudy) (17:2271 ff)

falls asleep (feet at head of bed) (17:2112-3)

Where? (answer = •)


