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English 9002A – Bibliography and Textual Studies
The University of Western Ontario, Department of English
Michael Groden and Christy Sich – Fall 2013
Assignment One: Research / Information Resources Assignment
* Due in class on Monday, September 30, 2013 *

Answer each of the eight questions that follow. For each question, your response must include: 1) an answer to the question; 2) a description of the process used to arrive at your answer; and 3) your rationale for choosing a selected research resource (e.g., I chose ‘X’ database because …’). Your process and rationale are more important than your answer to the question (although, for questions 7 and 8, there are correct and wrong answers). Be honest – there are many tricks and shortcuts that are legitimate research strategies!
The assignment can (should) be typed single-spaced and should be no longer than 6 pages in all. There is no need to include a Works Cited list at the end.
Please Note: All citations for questions 1-4 and 8 should follow MLA format, as given in Chapter 5 (pp. 129-212) of the most recent edition of the MLA Handbook, 7th Edition, 2009. A copy is available in Leanne Trask’s office (UC 180), and two copies are in Weldon Library’s non-circulating Reference Collection – call number = DBW ref quick NO LOAN LB2369.M57 2009.

N.B. The MLA Bibliography, in both its print and online versions, does not follow MLA style. Also, be careful of RefWorks, EndNote, etc.; if you use tools like these, be sure that the final results are in correct MLA format.

N.B. 2. If your references do not follow the format given in the MLA Handbook, 7th edition, you will be asked to redo the references. Common problems are: 1) following the format of an older version of the MLA Handbook (and this might be a format that you have been taught to use in the past), and 2) including more information than the MLA format asks for.
1-4) Pick one work or author that you are currently studying for your thesis, your Independent Research Project, or one of your courses:
1. Identify one scholarly article about your chosen work or author that was published in the last five years and that is (or that you think will be) particularly useful or relevant for you. What finding tools did you use to find the article, and why did you choose them? Describe how you used them.


N.B. Use at least two different finding tools. Did you get any significant results from one that didn’t show up in the other?


2. Identify a book that is wholly or partly about your work or author and that you have concluded is an important book in its field. What finding tool(s) did you use, and why did 
you choose it (them)? Describe how you used it (them). What made you conclude that the book you chose is an important one?
3. Find a review of the book you identified in question 3. What finding tool(s) did you use to 
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locate the review, and why did you choose it (them)? Describe how you used it (them).
4. Annotate the article you identified in question 1 as you would for an annotated bibliography. Look at James Horner’s pamphlet, On Compiling an Annotated Bibliography (2nd ed., New York:  MLA, 2000), pp. 24-29, or the MLA Handbook, 7th edition, p. 130, for brief discussions of writing annotations and some models of format and length. (These models are not quite the same. Follow one or the other – it doesn’t matter which.) Copies of the pages from Horner and of the MLA Handbook are in Leanne Trask’s office (UC 180), and Horner’s pamphlet is in Weldon Library (one copy is on reserve, and one is available in the Reference Collection – call Number = DBW Reference NO LOAN Z1001.H33 2000).

5. Identify the location (and the formal name, if it has one) of one major collection of manuscripts – handwritten documents that are early versions of a work (along with other pre-publication documents such as typed versions or publisher’s proofs), versions of an unpublished work, or documents written by the author relating to his or her life – that is pertinent to an author you are currently studying, are interested in, or consider important. Identify where the actual papers are located. Do not name only a Website (if one exists) that presents digital copies of the documents. What finding tool(s) did you use to find out where the collection is located, and why did you choose it (them)? Describe how you used the tool(s).


6. You want to research one of the following interdisciplinary topics: alchemy, Shakespeare’s influence on the literature of Middle Eastern countries, arranged marriage in the eighteenth century, or literary patronage in the early modern period. What are some of the different call numbers of books relevant to your topic? Name at least three different Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH) related to your topic. What finding tool(s) did you use, and why did you choose it (them)? Describe how you used it (them).

7. You come across a reference to an author unknown to you, and you want to find out something about their work. Name one or two surviving printed works written by either Mary Rowlandson (ca. 1637-1711) or Frances Sheridan (1724-1766). Where is the library closest to Western at which you could read one of these works in its first edition (that is, the book itself in print form, not in a microform or digital facsimile)? What finding tool(s) did you use, and why did you choose it (them)? Describe how you used it (them).

8. If an author or work from up to around the end of the nineteenth century (and increasingly for twentieth-century authors and works) is actively studied and written about by scholars, a particular edition, prepared by a scholar, is usually generally recognized as the most accurate and reliable version. This edition is generally considered the standard scholarly edition of the work or of the author’s works. (It is the edition you would most likely quote from if you were publishing an article in a scholarly journal devoted, say, exclusively to the author.) Identify the standard scholarly edition of one of the following authors: Jane Austen, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Emily Dickinson, John Dryden, John Keats, Christina Rossetti, William Makepeace Thackeray, Mark Twain, or Walt Whitman. What finding tool(s) did you use, and why did you choose it (them)? Describe how you used it (them).
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