Chapter 4

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Transitions to Organized Sport in the Nineteenth Century
At a meeting which was held in the Railway Y.M.C.A. last evening a basket ball league was organized and composed of the following shops:—Machine, blacksmith, car and erecting shops. The first of a series of games was played between machine and blacksmith shops after the meeting and resulted in an easy victory for the former. . . .




Toronto Globe, 20 Dec. 1898

The transition from pastimes, impromptu games, and sports to highly organized competitive sport in the nineteenth century was related to a complex set of changes that altered society and sport. Where taverns, individuals’ and churches’ bees, garrisons, and garrison officers carried the initiative for early games and sports, it was a variety of other social and technological changes that transformed the physical activities, recreations, games, and pastimes into what we recognize as more modern forms of organized sport. Coalitions of particular interests, such as those of the Scots and of the Montreal middle class, developed strong sporting organizations as the process of industrialization altered society in general. Technological changes lay behind some new features that emerged in organizing sport. The Toronto Globe quotation above mentions the railway; the YMCA; competitors from new and different social classes; and a new sport, basketball. All were products of the Industrial Revolution. This chapter explores the impact of technological change and Montreal middle-class and ethnic influences on the development of organized sport in nineteenth-century Canada.
[To connect with and develop themes introduced in the previous chapter—and because these are important facets of the development of sport—there should be at least a short section here, or somewhere in this chapter, on ‘muscular Christianity’, the YMCA and its broad influence, and, by early in the 20th century, scouting. The middle-class elites you speak of here came from and fed into these traditions, and this context for who they were and what they did is needed. See, e.g., M. Moss, Manliness and Militarism (Toronto: OUP, 2001). What’s added here needn’t be lengthy—the Y is mentioned and muscular Xtianity is talked around in ch. 8, and you can point forward to this here.] [done below in relevant section re military and added reference to Moss as Endnote 32]
[A]Technology—A Catalyst in Sport Conversion
Technological innovations during the Industrial Revolution also inspired and accelerated evolution in sport: improvements in humans’ degree of skill, dexterity, fitness, efficiency of movement, and aesthetic grace
 and forms of transportation that facilitated opportunities for play. Clearly, technological changes did not happen in a vacuum; human agency and initiative went hand in hand with the changes wrought through technological evolution. The competitiveness encouraged through the emerging economy turned interests in forms of culture to rival towns. One of the great accelerators towards organized sport was directly related to advancements in transportation. In the early years of the nineteenth century, British North Americans had some options for travel: if by road, they could walk, take a stagecoach, or, in the winter, use snowshoes, ride in a sleigh or calèche (in Lower Canada); if water was the mode of transport, travellers could take a skiff of some type, a flat-bottomed bateau, a canoe, a sailing schooner if larger waterway travel was desired, or, after 1809, they could pay a fare for a steamboat. All of these modes were relatively time-consuming. In 1800, it took two to three days to travel by stagecoach between Montreal and Quebec City; even at mid-century, the stagecoach took four days between Montreal and Toronto. Only mail carts and wagons could make the overland journey to the Maritimes. Furthermore, this conveyance was expensive—$5.00 to travel from York (Toronto) to Niagara in the early 1800s. Obviously, long, rigorous journeys were not conducive to inter-town sporting competitions. Only wealthy gentlemen could afford the time and expense since inter-club games in, say, cricket or curling during the 1830s and 1840s placed those competitions within the context of a half-week’s holiday: a day to travel to the competition, a day to play, and a day to return home.
 


Likely, water transport via the steamship acted as a catalyst to inter-town sport. The building of canals to bypass rapids and waterfalls began in the 1820s and by mid-century the St Lawrence River was linked with lakes Ontario and Erie. In 1820, a steamer took about 24 hours to travel between Quebec City and Montreal. However, improvements in speed came quickly, as did entrepreneurial initiatives. By 1850, steamers had added lounges and could advertise hourly, daily, and weekend excursions to the public. With a band on board and with catering available, these journeys became popular leisure events in themselves. If you lived in Montreal during the late 1850s, you could pay 50 cents to ‘shoot’ the Lachine Rapids in a steamer.
 Furthermore, it seems almost axiomatic that if something moves, we race it; so it was with the steamers, as the Toronto and Montreal presses chastised ships’ captains—but always reported the winners.
 


The development and dispersion of sport were influenced by the steamer in many ways. Early horse-racing events were enhanced by enterprising steamboat proprietors’ donating prizes. And, as early as 1833, steamers created special trips to shuttle spectators to horse-racing venues. Track and field, or ‘athletic games’, as they were called, such as those in Cornwall on the Queen’s birthday in 1865, attracted thousands of spectators brought to the games by steamship companies. Steamboat franchises gave special rates for rifle tournaments in the 1860s, for bicycle races and baseball matches in the 1880s; often these special rates were made possible by hotel proprietors’ donations to the steamship companies. Perhaps more than any other sport, rowing enjoyed tremendous interest, directly because of the steamers. Spectators who could afford the special fare and race judges/officials could follow the race literally and at a proximity that permitted an intimate view of the participants and the intricacies of rowing technique. A number of excellent press sketches show rowing competitors surrounded by flotillas of watercraft.
[If this is to be mentioned there should be such an illustration for the book.]  

[these are copyrighted or jpeg illustrations so we don’t have access to a reproducible one]
With bands on board, rowing spectatorship became an attractive feature to the sport even though zealous captains often created serious problems for the competitors by swamping them, albeit inadvertently.


As much as the steamer did for sport, its major drawback was still the time it took to get to events. The advent and rapid spread of railways prompted a spectacular rise in the amount of competitive sporting activity in Canada. From modest amounts of track at mid-century, government grant inducements led to the rail links between communities. For example, in southwestern Ontario during the 1850s, monetary incentives for rail lines longer than 112 kilometres meant that cities like Toronto, London, Hamilton, and Guelph were joined by rail. This accounts in large measure for the success of early professional baseball teams and leagues in those cities. By Confederation, some 3,200 kilometres of rail lines connected towns and cities in Ontario, Quebec, and the Maritimes, and by 1885 the ‘last spike’ had been driven in the Rocky Mountains; by 1900, there were almost 30,000 kilometres of rail lines ‘from sea to sea’ in Canada.
 By 1866, the half-week trip from Montreal to Toronto had shrunk to a mere 16 hours. Where 60 years earlier it had taken days just to get from Montreal to Quebec City, by 1885 it was only a five-day trip from Montreal to Port Moody, British Columbia. By the 1890s, baseball on the Prairies was invigorated by railway expansion as teams in geographical proximity—such as those from Medicine Hat, Lethbridge, and Calgary—were quickly linked.


Railways fascinated the public just as the steamers captivated Canadians; simply riding on a train was a special occasion. For sport, the railway had three primary influences: reduction in time, regularity of competitions, and the promotion of multi-club and multi-sport events. Thirty-two teams from Canada and the United States competed at the Burlington Bay curling bonspiel in 1858 as a direct result of rail transport. Individual sports like snowshoeing were promoted for participants and spectators alike via the faster travel and by creative uses of ‘rolling stock’, with rail cars providing grandstands at snowshoe competitions. Similarly, extra cars could be added when events such as horse racing drew larger crowds than anticipated. There is evidence that a railway company paid Canada’s premier oarsman, Ned Hanlan (see Chapter 7), some $3,900 in 1878 to compete in an event close to rail lines.
 Since railway companies prided themselves on the accuracy of their schedules, the repercussions for organizing sport were quite profound. Instead of suggesting ‘sometime’ during ‘some day’ for a competition, sporting events could be pinned down to an exact time of day. And, if one game time could be predicted and scheduled accurately, then several games in a series of competitions could be prearranged. For team sports, this permitted league play, a whole new concept and new level of organization for sport. Thus, for lacrosse, baseball, and hockey, season schedules could be established at the start of any given season. For the players, for the teams, for spectators, and for promoters, this regulative principle provided an unheard of level of efficiency in sport. Within cities, street railway systems in Montreal, Halifax, Toronto, Saint John, Ottawa, Winnipeg, Victoria, and other cities facilitated intra-city sport with readily available transportation, special rates, and even spur lines constructed for special sporting events.
 


Communication changes affected the rate, magnitude, and direction of sporting developments. That is, communication changes had catalytic impact on changes in the production and dispersion of sport. During the early years of the nineteenth century, the modes of communication were word of mouth, letters, and the press, all of which were linked to methods of transport and therefore slow to transmit current or up-to-date ‘news’. From less than 20 newspapers at the time of the War of 1812 to 10 times that number by 1850 (owing to the development of the steam presses and advertising revenue), the number of newspapers grew to 1,200 by the end of the century. Early sporting reports prior to mid-century were less focused on the sporting events and more devoted to social descriptions, such as in this Novascotian report of an 1833 Halifax horse-racing event:
The Races were continued with great spirit on Thursday and Friday. The weather was delightful and the concourse of spectators on both days, and particularly on the former, was very great. The western side of the citadel was covered with gay groups . . . while some seventy tents ranged alongside the base of Camp Hill, dispersed the elements of mirth and hilarity. . . . The winning post was, however, the great rallying point for lovers of the turf, of both sexes. The elite of rank and fashion occupied a large booth, and a range of carriages extending north from it.

Press reports mirrored the privileged class interests in sports such as horse racing and cricket and to some extent rowing, especially in the Maritimes. Newspapers helped to foster a climate of interest in sport by communicating about games and events. There is some evidence that ‘challenge matches’ for such events as track and field competitions were arranged through advertisements in the press. With the invention of the telegraph, press reporting grew rapidly. And, because the results of events in, say, Fredericton could be read about in the Toronto press by the next day, this particular improvement in communication meant greater following and attention to more sports via newspapers, not just locally but also in the contraction of geographical distance via the telegraph’s impact. Even into the early years of the twentieth century, crowds gathered around telegraph stations to ‘listen’ to live reports of matches in hockey, as they did for the Stanley Cup events of 1902.
 


All of these technological changes were expanded by the economic boom and prosperity of the country in the 1850s and 1860s. Demand for Canada’s wheat and timber was high during the Crimean War years and British capital was bestowed to build more railway lines. Responsible government, achieved in the Canadas in 1848, brought a level of stability that combined with economic affluence and international promotion campaigns to attract immigrants to the country; during the 10 years after 1851, Canada’s population increased by 37 per cent. As more people came to Canada under such prosperous circumstances, interest in forms of culture, including sport, increased significantly. Press coverage given to sports increased dramatically, to the point of headline space devoted to rowing, cricket, and lacrosse. Even more recreational activities were given coverage. For example, an ice-skating mania enveloped central Canada—‘from Gaspé to Sarnia’
—during the 1860s; the press reflected the widespread interest to the extent that when masquerade skating events were held, the local papers provided a list of the names of the guests and their costume personalities in the next day’s paper.
 When the Atlantic telegraph cable was completed in 1866, it meant that the transmission of information from sporting matches between Canada and Great Britain was more rapid and allowed for greater immediacy of results. Having the latest sporting results through changing technologies became a matter of great social interest.

Just as transportation and communication changes directly affected the evolution, dispersion, and organization of sport, so, too, did changes of various articles of sporting equipment provide a significant impact on the design and systematization of sport. Some equipment changes were subtle and others were more substantial; in the latter case, inventors often took out letters of patent in anticipation of widespread adoption of new designs. In all cases, the extent to which equipment could be mass-produced meant greater accessibility to sport, cost reductions in equipment for everyone concerned, and greater uniformity of play. With specific reference to the organization of sport, equipment uniformity was critical regarding the standardization of play, rules, codes, and other regulations—the hallmarks of middle-class social organization. During the nineteenth century, sporting goods stores did not exist; therefore, sport enthusiasts relied on clothing companies or other outlets for equipment. Consider a few examples of the manner in which equipment availability and changes affected particular sports.


In cricket—probably one of the most developed sports prior to Confederation
—very little of its format changed throughout the century. Most items—balls, bats, leggings, wickets, pads—were imported from Great Britain. In 1861, one store in Toronto advertised cricket equipment for sale in the Globe under the classified heading, ‘Jewellery and Fancy Goods’ and in Fredericton in 1865, cricket array could be purchased on the premises of a local ‘bookseller and stationer’.
 Clearly, cricket equipment sales duplicated the upper-class nature of the sport. Because of the expense and the static nature of the sport, it was common for teams to share equipment as teams in the western provinces did in the 1880s.
 Cricket just did not lend itself to mass production; even its uniforms—‘whites’—did not evolve in this country. 
Whereas two cricket bats ordered from England cost $9.50, lacrosse sticks could be purchased for 50 cents each. That fact alone was incredibly important in the popularization of lacrosse over its more staid counterpart. In Aboriginal lacrosse, as in most forms of the nineteenth-century game, the stick strings comprised a very small area, since the traditional game was more of a running game. When Montreal players adopted and adapted the game, the expanse of string increased dramatically in order to support an increased passing style of play. Interestingly, Aboriginals crafted and mass-produced the adapted stick at St Regis and a Canadian family, the Lallys, in the early twentieth century almost exclusively manufactured the wooden sticks until they were ‘plasticized’ in the 1970s.
 Different-coloured uniform jerseys and knickers were in vogue by the 1880s, making the teams literally colourful and certainly much more distinctive than the whites of all cricket players. Primarily, it was the cheap stick—50 cents in Confederation year, 25 cents by 1900—that contributed to the standardization and great expansion of lacrosse across Canada at all levels of play. Baseball equipment manufacture, especially bat production, was largely American but the resulting price of 10–35 cents per bat had the same growth effect in that sport as it did in lacrosse.
 And a parallel situation existed in hockey, with sticks ranging in price from 25 cents to one dollar by the 1890s, while almost any object—including frozen horse dung in northern Ontario cities—could be used as a ‘puck’ in that sport.


Among the major reasons that rowing was such a well-developed sport was early skill in craft manufacturing. Competition in the growing market, which encouraged technical innovation, had significant influences on sport. It was a boat-building rivalry between Halifax and Fredericton craftsmen that brought rapid advancements to the trade. And it was a four-oared crew—later dubbed the Paris Crew—from Saint John who won both the in-rigged and the out-rigged events at the Paris world rowing championships in 1867.
 Almost legendary, too, was Ned Hanlan (see Chapter 7), who completely revolutionized the sport when he mastered the use of the sliding seat in rowing.
 

One invention that seemed to captivate all Canadians was the bicycle. Originally, it was in the form of a ‘high-wheeler’ with a front wheel some 1.2 metres in diameter and a rear wheel of only 25 centimetres. It is believed that the first one in Canada was just such a ‘boneshaker’(so named because of their solid steel frames and solid rubber tires) brought to Glace Bay in 1865.
 These early bicycles were used primarily for recreation, not for transportation, due to poor roads and the expense—some $150—of owning one. And yet, it was not long before bicycle clubs were formed for recreational riding and for racing. By the 1880s, racing on the high-wheelers was common in most large cities. When the ‘safety’ bicycle—with wheels of equal size and diameter—was invented near the end of that decade, the bicycle became even more popular, though still expensive, about $50 for children’s bicycles, and widely advertised in the press and catalogues during the 1890s.
 Historians also have noted the impact of the safety bicycle, in its drop-frame format for females, on the physical emancipation of women by relieving the conventions of cumbersome dress to allow women to become more involved in leisure, sport, and recreation pursuits.

[PICTURE – page 16 photo and caption from 89 text]
[A]Montreal—the Cradle of Organized Sport
In addition to technological changes in recreational and sporting equipment, the phenomenon of urbanization and urban growth, with the clustering of the population in cities, had profound effects on the organization of sport.  ADVANCE \d 0Most sporting activities in British North America before the middle of the nineteenth century were prompted by impulse. Pioneer sports associated with such social occasions as work bees and with taverns were spontaneous and loosely organized. Very few of the structures and necessities of organized sport that we take for granted today—clubs, teams, budgets, commercial support, leagues, playing schedules, facilities, and so forth—were present or established in Canadian sport before 1850. The first and most significant changes took place in Montreal in a distinct incubation of organized Canadian sport.


 ADVANCE \d 0That Montreal became a kind of Mecca for Canadian sport in the nineteenth century was logical in view of its geographical, economic, cultural, and commercial advantages.
 The city was the metropolitan nexus of a vast Canadian hinterland that had once made Montreal the great outlet for the fur trade and for which the city was now a railway terminal, maritime port, and manufacturing and financial centre. The population of 58,000 in 1851 increased to over a quarter of a million 50 years later. Though English-speaking Montrealers outnumbered French-speaking citizens for only the 40 years before Confederation, the development and organization of sport, and its spread beyond the Montreal region, were due mostly to the efforts of anglophones.


 ADVANCE \d 0The first event in Canada that signified organization in any sport was the formation of the Montreal Curling Club (MCC) in 1807 by 20 elite citizens of Montreal, all of them Scottish (see Chapter 3). This is the oldest sport club in continuous existence in Canada,
 a record that is a tribute to the energetic efforts of the Scots as well as to Canada’s many successes in international curling events for well over a century and a half. There has been considerable debate about the origins of the ‘roarin’ game’. Pieter Bruegel’s 1565 painting, ‘Hunters in the Snow’, clearly depicts curling in the foreground, an indication that the game was commonplace in Bruegel’s native Holland. Nevertheless, Scotland has argued vehemently for recognition as the birthplace of curling, and the game was well enough established in that country by the end of the eighteenth century that a small group of its emigrants in Montreal—civic leaders, most of them wealthy merchants who were members of the North West Company of fur traders—met at Gillis’s Tavern to establish officers and draw up the club ‘rules’. In the early nineteenth century, several societies and clubs had been formed by Montreal’s elite. The St Andrew’s Society, the Natural History Society, the Horticultural Society, the Theatre Society, and the Beaver Club, for men connected with the fur trade, each had been formed around a common interest. In the first half of the nineteenth century, sporting clubs in Canada were primarily social. The earliest (1807) rules of the Montreal Curling Club (see Chapter 2) reflected social concerns and exclusivity more than playing procedures. These stipulations, preceded by a four-line club motto, were followed by 21 signatures, but nowhere were there any playing rules for the game of curling. Fraternizing and dining were uppermost; in fact, evidence suggests that only two or three of the original members even knew how to curl, or had curled, prior to 1807.

[PICTURE – page 3 of 89 text including caption]

In spite of the severity of Montreal winters and of outdoor playing conditions on the St Lawrence River—‘sheds’ were occasionally made and rented out for shelter—great strides were later made in the development of the sport in Montreal. Equipment was minimal and, at first, crude in that literal stones were curled. Even cannonballs were tried, but the iron was such a strong heat conductor that they stuck to the ice. Most players and clubs fashioned their own curling stones and even named them (Tinto or Black Meg, for example). Many of these stones have been recovered from riverbeds, outdoor ice facilities being the most common venues in the first half of the nineteenth century.
 Rules and playing regulations were codified by the MCC in 1820, complete with restrictions concerning the use of the club’s stock of stones—very likely natural boulders or ‘irons’ (granites cracked in the intense cold) of various shapes and sizes fitted with makeshift handles or crude finger holes. One can envision the club secretary and a hired hand, or even ‘ice managers’, carting the stones and brooms (‘besoms’) by sled to the river on a frosty Wednesday afternoon in February. Laboriously they would clear a 30- or 40-metre strip of ice, etch the necessary ‘house’ markings, and prepare the stones for the six or eight curlers. Often MCC members had to compete with the ice harvesters, whose job it was to cut blocks of ice to supply to the hotels and taverns of Montreal. Conflicting encounters between the two groups—curlers and cutters—must have been frequent and perhaps sometimes comical. Dressed warmly, the curlers arrived at the appointed place of meeting on the ice, formed two teams of, say, bachelors versus benedicks[????] [married men] , and proceeded to curl. Three hours later, they retreated to their favourite tavern to engage in whisky toasts (‘bumpers’). While it appears that actual games were not all that frequent, the MCC’s existence was continuous and its members met regularly, if only to socialize and to conduct the affairs of the club.


 ADVANCE \d 0Maintaining its social and ethnic exclusivity, the MCC played a leadership role in the formation of other curling clubs, especially new ones created during the 1830s in such southern Ontario towns as Guelph, Fergus, and Galt, where Scottish immigrants had settled. Rules and regulations, such as codes of conduct deemed appropriate to the game’s adherents and club members’ moral and financial obligations, as well as refined aspects of the method of play developed by the MCC during the 1820s and early 1830s, were passed along to the new ‘brothers of the stone’ in Ontario. By the end of the 1840s, the MCC had lent some of its stones to rinks outside Montreal, had affiliated with the Grand Caledonian Curling Club in Scotland to maintain cultural ties and to participate in the standardization of curling rules, had stimulated two new curling clubs in the city—the Thistle (1843) and the Caledonia (1850)—and had come to be recognized generally as Canada’s senior curling society. Although exclusive and restrictive, the MCC represented a major first step towards, and a strong precedent for, the creation of other sport clubs in Montreal.

[PICTURE – insert PA-029045, caption: Montreal Curling Group, circa 1905]

 ADVANCE \d 0The MCC exemplified the fact that before sport became organized it was the exclusive preserve of a small, select segment of Montreal society.
 Officers of the garrisoned regiments brought organization and growth to sport in Montreal and other cities in British North America prior to 1850. After 1814, Montreal became the headquarters of the British imperial forces in Canada. The officers were well educated and imbued with the sporting experiences and traditions of Rugby, Eton, Chester, and Harrow. Modern sport—cricket, rugby football, soccer, track and field, and so forth—was organized, codified, and disseminated to the Empire via these British public school graduates. Equally important was their code of conduct of gentlemanly behaviour and ‘manliness’, and the vaunted character development that was assumed to flow automatically from participation in the great public-school games. This cult of athleticism, as it was labelled near the end of the nineteenth century, was glorified in the famous epigram, ‘The battle of Waterloo was won on the playing fields of Eton’, and in the ringing verse from Sir Henry Newbolt’s Vitai Lampada:
There’s a breathless hush in the Close tonight 

Ten to make and the match to win

A bumping pitch and a blinding light, 

An hour to play and the last man in. 

And it’s not for the sake of a ribboned coat,

Or the selfless hope of season’s fame

But his captain’s hand on his shoulder smote—
Play up! Play up! and play the game.

A belief in the supremacy of ‘games’ in the building of men’s characters emanated from one of the nineteenth century’s fundamental belief systems regarding the link between athletic skill and the construction of moral fiber – muscular Christianity (see chapter 8).
This tradition was zealously carried to British North America by military personnel
 (see Chapter 3).


Garrison officers possessed the leisure time, the money, and the administrative skills to impose some organization on the sporting activity of their choice.
 The Hunt (1829), Cricket (1829), Tandem (1837), and Racquet (1839) Clubs all were formed by the officers of the Montreal garrison, along with like-minded members of the social elite in the city. The Montreal Hunt Club kept and trained a kennel of hounds and engaged in fox hunting by ‘riding to hounds’ on horseback. Equally exclusive was the Racquet Club at the corner of Craig and St Peter Streets, which was used for early forms of handball, tennis, and squash and is regarded as the first club of its kind in North America. But cricket, the sport of the British gentleman, and horse racing, the revered ‘sport of kings’, seemed to be the most favoured activities. Tandem clubs were merely ostentatious winter displays of military colour, horses, and sleighs. Meetings and contests were sporadic, entirely dependent on the whim of the officers, who of course also decided on venue, equipment, rules, prizes, and so forth. When troops were withdrawn from Canada for the Crimean War during the 1850s, there was a dramatic decline in Montreal sporting events—strong evidence of the garrison officers’ importance in Montreal sports.

[A]Scots’ Initiative
 ADVANCE \d 0Two sets of events in the mid-1840s brought changes in the development of Montreal sport. The first was initiated in 1842 with the founding of the Montreal Olympic Club by the 93rd Highland Regiment. It was, once again, the Scots who contributed most to the early development of track and field in Canada via their promotion of Caledonian Games societies. These organizations—comparable to the Highland Games in Scotland—promoted track races of varying lengths and field events of jumping, caber-tossing, hammer-throwing, and other indigenous Scottish events. The first ‘clubbed’ track and field organization in Canada, the Olympic Club, staged the Montreal ‘Olympic Games’ in 1844. Events in these Games included practical contests, Scottish track and field competitions, and at least one novelty event—a game of ‘La Crosse’, which the officers had seen the Caughnawaga Indians play. The practical contests were in rifle-shooting, the standing high vault (a pole-vaulting event attempted from a stationary start), the running high leap, a standing leap, throwing light (3½ kg) and heavy (7 kg) hammers, a 365-metre foot race, throwing the cricket ball for distance, and a one-and-a-half-kilometre walking race, with most events being won by garrison officers. Significantly, the games received extensive coverage in the Montreal Gazette on 29 August 1844. The reporting for individual events was terse:
The race was followed by the Indian game of La Crosse much resembling the game in Scotland termed ‘shinty.’ A purse of $10 was made up for the winners among the spectators, who appeared highly gratified by the agility displayed.

In the running leap:
Eight competitors keenly contested this game and the leaping was admirable, exciting intense interest among the spectators. The prize was well [won?] by Mr. Augustus Lamontagne, hotly pressed by Sergeant McGillivray of the 93rd Highlanders and Private A. McPherson of the same Regiment. The winner cleared 5 ft 1/2 inch, and McGillivray 5 feet. This game was very protracted.

The only descriptive commentary in the newspaper was a summary of the Games:
This closed the amusements of the day, to be resumed today at 12 o’clock, when excellent sport is anticipated. The greatest harmony prevailed throughout, and the gentlemen who directed the games manifested much commendable urbanity in their deportment and impartiality in their decisions. The fine band of the 93rd Regiment enlivened the amusements, and contributed much to the enjoyment of the spectators; and it is due to this fine regiment to state, that in almost every game some one of their number put the skill and metal [sic] of the civilian competitors to a severe test.


The tone of these descriptions indicates the interest that was taken in a sporting event organized not for social but for athletic reasons. The upper-class readership assumed by the article is apparent in the reporter’s diction: ‘much commendable urbanity’ and ‘an Indian glorying in the mellifluous name of Onasateka’ (regarding a Native competitor in the 400-yard foot race).. [This is not a reasonable assumption; it is the sort of rhetoric commonly used by newspaper writers of the day to affirm the expectations of their readers.] [okay, deleted the assumption] On 18 September 1841 the Kingston garrison officers also organized a set of track and field events, plus such unique ‘manly exercises’ as climbing a ladder with hands only, a blindfolded wheelbarrow race, and tilting at a ring with a lance while mounted on horseback.
 

Such competitions, and those in Montreal, reflect a diversification and widening of sporting interests that began to attract both spectators and the media. The interest in track and field was strong, fostered by the Caledonian societies throughout parts of Quebec, southwestern Ontario, and Nova Scotia. Opulent prizes were offered and led to the early professionalization of the sport
 and measures to control such commercialization through the codification of amateur regulations (see Chapter [5]). While standardization of equipment was often a major factor in the growth of sport, in track and field the Scottish and military organizational expertise carried the sport. Standardization was achieved throughout most of the century by ‘articles of agreement’, signed descriptions attesting to the nature of implements such as hammers, cabers, shot puts, etc.
 Once the Amateur Athletic Association of Canada was formed in the mid-1880s and espoused its amateur ideals, Caledonian Games were usurped by the strictures and control measures of the Association.
[A]Snowshoers’ Ethic
 ADVANCE \d 0A second series of events that provided a significant incentive to organized sport stemmed from the earliest known gatherings of about a dozen prominent Englishmen, from the highest strata of Montreal society,
 to engage in long-distance outings or ‘tramps’ on snowshoes.
 Aboriginals, coureurs de bois, Nor’Westers, military units, and European men living in the bush used the snowshoe to facilitate winter transport. But it was not adopted for recreational and sporting use until these 12 Montreal men engaged in regular tramps and then in 1843 formalized their interest in snowshoeing by creating the Montreal Snow Shoe Club (MSSC). It is not generally known that snowshoeing was the pivotal and transitional activity through which Montreal sport was ushered into the modern era of commercial organized sport. Proximity to the reserve at Caughnawaga provided a distinct influence in the development of snowshoeing in Montreal because the Iroquois there were a constant source of both quality snowshoes and competition.


 ADVANCE \d 0In the early years of the MSSC, tramping was the most common activity of members. During the winter months, the snowshoers mustered twice weekly at an appointed rendezvous and time. The snowshoeing tramps were disciplined and orderly. At the rendezvous, the ranking club officer was appointed leader and follow-the-leader was the protocol. An experienced snowshoer was appointed by the leader to be ‘whipper-in’, that is, to bring up the rear of the file and keep the group together. Compass in hand, the leader took his charges on various cross-country excursions in the vicinity of Montreal. By the 1860s and 1870s, new snowshoe clubs in the city—among them the Beaver, the Alexandria, and St George’s—followed the example of the MSSC and adopted blanket coats, pants, sashes, and distinctive toques to signify club affiliation. Members of the MSSC were known as the Tuques Bleus and their activities were romanticized frequently in the press, as on the occasion of an 1873 torchlight procession of snowshoers:
Softly, silently, like the snow flakes upon which they trod, with the peculiar roll of the shoulders and jogging of the hips went the band of athletes, the livid torches illuminating their picturesque costumes, their bright turbans, their fleecy bashiliks [i.e., hoods] and their cerulean tuques. Tramp tramp like the stroke of fate went their webbed foot-falls.

[PICTURE – insert photo from page 7 of 89 text plus caption]
 ADVANCE \d 7Sumptuous dinners and tavern stops were hallmarks of the growing snowshoeing fraternity in Montreal by 1867. At the taverns, many toasts were drunk, there was dancing among the men, and self-laudatory ballads were sung to celebrate the ‘manliness’ of snowshoeing. Women were not allowed into snowshoe club membership. The last verse of the ‘Song of the Montreal Snow Shoe Club’ exemplifies the snowshoers’ prevailing perspective on women: [These are stereotypical ballad motifs!] [agreed and they reflect prevailing perspectives on women]
All pretty girls take my advice,

On some vain fop don’t waste your ‘lub,’ 

But if you wish to hug something nice, 

Why marry a boy of the Snow Shoe Club. 

Then each night, with wild delight,

You’ll sing success to the Snow Shoe Club.


 ADVANCE \d 18By the mid-1870s, the MSSC frequently was requested to put on musicals and concerts in Montreal and surrounding towns. These shows, featuring singing and tableaus of the tramping, racing, and dining activities of club members, propelled the MSSC into the public spotlight, especially since all concert proceeds went to charity.


 ADVANCE \d 0Racing was the competitive branch of snowshoeing, a complement to its more recreational tramping aspect. Once again, it was owing to the MSSC’s initiative that racing formats were standardized. By the mid-1860s, a typical racing card listed eight events: a race for Indians of two to four miles; an open one-mile race; a hurdle race; a half-mile boys’ race; a 100-yard dash; a half-mile garrison race; a club race of two miles; and a half-mile dash[Why ‘dash’—the other two half-mile events are called races? Terminology of the day And was this open?yes]. The greatest test of stamina and training was the two-mile race, an event open only to members of the host club. The hurdle race also required considerable skill since only the tail of the snowshoe was allowed to touch the large wooden equestrian hurdles. Winter racing venues were horse-racing tracks and lacrosse and cricket grounds. Carefully ploughed and packed quarter- and half-mile tracks provided the best racing conditions. Whenever grounds with a grandstand could be used, entrance fees were levied (ladies were always admitted free of charge). Bands were hired and vendors sold food and beverages. By the late 1870s, winter weekends in Montreal were crowded with snowshoe-racing events hosted by different clubs. Gambling popularized the races: newspapers published betting odds and the Montreal Gazette actually printed race cards on which past performance and betting information was listed.


 ADVANCE \d 0The calibre or rate of performance was admirable. Five-minute, fifty-second miles were common by 1870. Top racers achieved 13.5 seconds in the 100-yard dash, a time that was only 3.5 seconds slower than a competitive footrace at that distance in the same period. Some racers drove nails through their snowshoe frames for better traction under icy conditions. In general, the performance times of non-Natives were surpassed by those of Natives, who were nonetheless victims of social and racial discrimination—they were never assimilated into competitive snowshoeing and were never considered for membership in any snowshoe club in nineteenth-century Montreal. However, because of their perceived innate skill and demonstrated excellence in the sport, and because they were a crowd-drawing feature, the ‘Indian race’ was the first event on every race card. All other events were understood to be closed to Natives. There was an unfortunate side to these distance races. Incentives were offered to Native competitors to perform at near-maximum speed for, say, the first mile of a three-mile race, so that spectators could sadistically witness their agony in the last stages of the race while betting on individual runners. Often clubs offered novelty events for Natives that had as their objective ridicule and entertainment for the spectators. For example, at a winter sports day in 1875, hosted by the Volunteers at Decker Park, four Natives were entered in a 100-yard snowshoe ‘potato race’ in which each competitor had to pick up the potatoes placed every yard along the stretch and return them, one at a time, to a basket at the starting line. Such degrading practices were prevalent in track and field and lacrosse. Excluded from Euro-Canadian competitions and held up to ridicule or induced to perform to exhaustion, Natives were treated as lower-class athletes by the middle-class organizers of sport even though—perhaps because—they were perceived to have superior skill.

[PICTURE – insert photo from page 9 of 89 text with caption]

 ADVANCE \d 0These snowshoeing events set the example for the organization of Montreal sport. By the later 1870s there were 20 thriving snowshoe clubs in the city. Of those, the MSSC was the ‘senior’ club, and also the largest, boasting 400 members. But it was its administrative efficiency and panache that played a leading role in Montreal sport. The adoption of club colours and uniforms; the discipline and ritual attached to tramping; well-organized racing events complete with Natives, bands, caterers, manicured tracks for the racers, and comfortable seating for spectators; the lure of gambling on racers and races; snowshoeing’s association with commendable values such as manliness; and attention to charity, as demonstrated by the donation of concert proceeds—all these traditions of the MSSC influenced and shaped the conduct of sport generally in Montreal, and later were spread to other parts of the country via Montreal-established national sport governing bodies such as the Amateur Athletic Association of Canada. 


 ADVANCE \d 0Ice-skating was a complementary, and at times rival, sport to snowshoeing. During the 1860s, an ice-skating mania enveloped eastern Canada at all levels of society. Like snowshoeing, ice-skating could be practised for its own sake as a pastime or it could be organized into competitions for speed or skill. Most public skating was relegated to natural ice on rivers and ponds, but the sport’s popularity, the indoor sheds of Montreal’s three curling clubs, and the increasing tendency towards ‘clubbing’ in Montreal sport combined to prompt well-to-do citizens in the west end of the city to proffer shares for the building of the magnificent Victoria Skating Rink on Drummond Street. Completed in 1863, the red-brick rink was spanned by a semi-circular framed roof that rose to a height of 16 metres and was supported on the inside by huge wooden arches anchored in the ground. Around the perimeter of the 1,350 square metres of ice was a three-metre-wide raised platform for promenading. Above this, in a horseshoe shape on three sides of the rink, was a gallery with enough space to seat 700 people. At the west end over the entrance was a bandstand and a private gallery for the rink’s directors. Fifty large windows lighted the interior by day, and by night ‘six pendant stars, each having about 50 gas burners’, or about 300 jets of gas, illuminated the rink. Its elaborate design was paralleled by its exclusiveness: membership was restricted to, and carefully controlled by, Montreal’s social elite in a ‘blackball’ voting system.


 ADVANCE \d 0Nevertheless, the Victoria Rink became the fashionable winter meeting place in Montreal during the 1860s and 1870s. It was not unusual for spectators and skaters to be served five o’clock tea. Moreover, the fancy dress carnivals and masquerade skating events staged frequently each winter were popular and colourful pageants of winter recreation in the city.
 Hundreds of skaters came to the rink dressed as such historic figures as Marie Antoinette, Henry VIII, or as pirates or princesses. The next day, the Montreal papers published a complete list of those in attendance and the characters they represented or the costumes they wore:
But what a dazzling sight it is; no wonder the aisles and galleries are packed
 with spectators to such an extent that the marvellous elasticity of the human 
body is demonstrated to a nicety. All eyes are attracted to the shifting, changing 
scene upon the sparkling ice . . . . Here is the tall sunflower bending her grace
ful form to elude the half naked savage, who, with swarthy visage and glittering 
nose ring, lifts his cruel spear to smite his prey.

So renowned were these skating masquerades that the world-famous Notman photographic firm completed a composite picture of one such occasion entitled ‘The Skating Carnival, 1870’, which conveys both the spectacular aspect and the social cachet of skating in nineteenth-century Montreal. Notman’s composites used huge painted backgrounds on canvas—in this case the interior of the rink—on which individual hand-painted photographs of hundreds of characters taken in the studio in pre-planned poses were superimposed. The entire process for such a composite took about a year and a half to complete.
 The final product was a coloured, framed photograph/painting that measured approximately 1½ by 2 metres. The sale of smaller black-and-white photographs of both the composite and the individual staged portraits provided the funding for the composite production.

[PICTURE – insert photo from page 11 of 89 text plus caption]

 ADVANCE \d 0Until the 1890s, ice-skating in its recreational figure- and speed-skating forms was overshadowed by snowshoeing in Montreal. In fact, as other indoor and outdoor rinks were gradually constructed during the 1870s and 1880s, their proprietors often advertised a snowshoe race on the ice surfaces to attract paying crowds to skating and racing events. But eventually the various kinds of ice-skating were developed into popular competitive sport forms, and the Victoria Rink was at the forefront of this development. For example, Montreal’s Louis Rubenstein trained at the Victoria Rink and went on to capture the Canadian, American, and world figure-skating championships by 1890 (see Chapter 7). Similarly, the first Stanley Cup hockey game in 1893 at the Victoria Rink was contested between two Montreal teams; the dimensions of the rink, 56 by 24 metres, provided the standard for North American ice-hockey rinks for decades. The impact of this facility in Montreal, then, was widely felt in the development of organized winter sports.
[A]Summer Sports Changes
 ADVANCE \d 4Summer sports were also fuelled by Montreal’s prominence and its sportsmen. The summer counterpart to snowshoeing was lacrosse, and the overlap between these two sports accounts for the growth and development of lacrosse in its early years. Impromptu games among Natives, and between Native and non-Native teams, led in 1856 to the formation of Canada’s first lacrosse organization, the Montreal Lacrosse Club (MLC), by several of the members of the Montreal Snow Shoe Club. Lacrosse grew slowly in Montreal, and until the 1860s only a few other clubs were formed. But during that decade zealous promotion by MLC member Dr [Elsewhere this has been George W.—which is correct? George W] George W Beers, a dentist, accelerated the development of the sport (see Chapter 6). By the end of Confederation year there were 80 clubs in Quebec and Ontario and lacrosse went on to flourish as one of the most widespread and popular sports in Canada. The driving force behind the popularity of lacrosse was the Montreal Lacrosse Club. 


 ADVANCE \d 0Other summer sports existed in Montreal by the 1870s, but not with the popularity, prominence, or frequency of participation of lacrosse. Although the Montreal Cricket Club was formed in 1843, cricket remained a closed sport, devoid of any concerted overt attempts to popularize it in Montreal. Even when the ‘Gentlemen of England’ played the Montreal Cricket Club in 1872, their appeal seemed to be confined to upper-class cricket aficionados—even though in London, Ontario, they attracted some 3,000 spectators. Baseball, by contrast, seemed to draw its adherents from among the lower classes of society and was not very well developed in Montreal until the end of the nineteenth century. In the Maritimes, baseball’s development fell to an emerging middle class.
 However, baseball was an industrial sport played by factory workers, or rude ‘mechanicals’, as they were sometimes called. It gained its first foothold in southern Ontario through a reliance on industrial communities linked by railways. Toronto, in fact, was the site for the initial efforts towards the organization of baseball when the Canadian Base Ball Association was formed in 1876 in that city
 (see Chapter 6).


 ADVANCE \d 0Like baseball, sailing or yachting received its organizational impetus outside Montreal. The Maritimes—especially Halifax—and Kingston and Toronto were instrumental in the development of yachting, although the formation in 1888 of the Royal St Lawrence Yacht Club in Montreal signifies an early degree of interest in the sport there.
 The organizational genesis of golf, however, was directly attributable to the influence of Scots in Montreal. The first golf club created in North America was the Montreal Golf Club, formed in 1873,
 but there is some evidence of golf-like activities taking place on commons or farms by the mid-nineteenth century, and even of some three-hole courses in Quebec City and Montreal during the 1860s. The sport was relatively expensive. One golf ball cost as much as a lacrosse or hockey stick in 1900: 35 cents. The lack of specialized golf clubs, suitable playing areas, and the necessary leisure time prevented earlier development of the game. Granted the prefix ‘Royal’ in 1884, the Montreal Golf Club set the pattern for the development of clubs in Quebec, Toronto, Hamilton, and other areas, as well as for inter-club competitions. As curious to the French Canadians as the Scottish curlers rolling balls of iron down the ice and crying, ‘Soop, soop’, the dress of early golfers must have drawn bewildered gazes from the uninitiated. Club members were required to wear 
red coats, white flannel trousers, and caps of the ‘fore-and-aft’ style. Rules stipulated that opposing captains made the initial drives for their teams wearing white gloves, after which they were removed. Ties were also worn, and severe fines were imposed on any members who were improperly dressed.
 
Such conventions and traditions, as well as the facility and equipment requirements of golf, prohibited its popularization in the nineteenth century. Nevertheless, the Royal Montreal Golf Club played a significant founding role in the early history of organized Canadian golf.


 ADVANCE \d 0Leadership, initiative, and success in sports escalated in Montreal throughout the 1860s and 1870s. Billiards was so notorious and popular as a public-house amusement in Montreal that the colonial government in 1801 enacted that a licence fee be imposed on billiard-parlour owners. The game prospered, and 60 years later, in abject fear for the morality of youth, the same Act was bolstered by another Act to limit clientele to mature players and to prohibit anyone from playing for money.
 During the same decade, in 1865, Cyrille Dion of Montreal won the title of champion of Canada in Toronto. Yet Cyrille’s brother, Joseph, who competed only for money, was the more talented player. Gaining his victories after a series of published challenges in the newspapers, Joseph Dion won the title of billiard champion of America from John Deery in New York. The Montreal Gazette dramatized the event on 11 June 1867:
Notwithstanding that the Hall, at New York, was packed with bullies and sharpers, bound to defeat by fraud and force, the attempt to carry away the champion’s laurels from New York; in spite of shouts and threats, attempted personal violence and cowardly interruption, our Canadian champion played on steadily and patiently without a tremor of the nerves or a quiver of the lip.

Joseph Dion defended his title at least 12 times, occasionally in Montreal, and always for a wager. The government legislation against playing billiards for money was overlooked as the Dion brothers’ success garnered fame for Montreal; in fact, the city council profited by the increased popularity and visibility of the game when it imposed an amusement tax on billiard establishments.
  ADVANCE \d 0In the 1870s, direction and structure were needed to promote and develop clubs, facilities, participants, and events. 

Unquestionably the greatest change in the organization of competitive sport was ushered in by the bicycle. On 1 July 1874, a Montreal resident, A.T. Lane, rode through the streets of Montreal on one of the first bicycles ever seen in North America. It was a ‘plain-bearing, socket steering high wheeler’, or a penny-farthing bicycle. As the penny-farthing became mass-produced in Britain and France, other Montreal citizens acquired this new amusement, and under Lane’s initiative the Montreal Bicycle Club (MBC) was formed in 1878. It was only the third bicycle club in North America, the other two being in Boston and Bangor, Maine.


 ADVANCE \d 0Although roads in the nineteenth century were never clear of broken glass, wire, garbage, horse dung, and potholes, by 1881 MBC cyclists were organizing ‘outings’ or rides into the country after the fashion of the Montreal Snow Shoe Club tramps. They wore dark-blue braided patrol jackets and knee breeches, fore-and-aft peaked caps with a tiny gold winged wheel at the front, blue-ribbed stockings, and blue canvas shoes. In this costume 20 to 50 men rode in paramilitary formation through the Montreal countryside. Club rides were mustered by the MBC bugler and occasionally 12 men were picked to perform manoeuvres—marching drills on high-wheel bicycles—at public gatherings, exhibitions, track and field meets, and lacrosse contests. Cycle races on dirt, cinder, or board tracks as well as on open roads were quickly popularized. The MBC was instrumental in the formation and development in 1882 of a national body—the Canadian Wheelmen’s Association—to govern, regulate, and promote competitive cycling. With the invention and mass production in the late 1880s of the ‘safety’ bicycle, the MBC ‘rode’ the crest of public popularity in cycling and promoted racing and cyclists’ rights within the city and throughout the province.

[PICTURE – insert photo PA-016114, caption: Starting a bicycle race, 1895]
[A]The Formation and Domination of the Montreal Amateur Athletic Association

 ADVANCE \d 0The Montreal Bicycle Club was the third club in the triumvirate that in 1881 formed Canada’s first multi-sport club, the Montreal Amateur Athletic Association (MAAA). In essence, the MAAA brought order to the random development of sport in Montreal when the prestigious Montreal Snow Shoe Club amalgamated with the Montreal Lacrosse and Montreal Bicycle Clubs in order to acquire grounds and a club facility. It was incorporated by an Act of the Quebec legislature, but this was merely a legal necessity for property acquisition. There was no grand design for the development that would give the MAAA such a dominant sports leadership position in Montreal and across Canada.


 ADVANCE \d 0Yet the timing and the foresight of the members of the three founding clubs were fortunate. In 1881, the MAAA acquired the former Montreal Gymnasium, located at what is now the northwest corner of Mansfield and Maisonneuve. Early gymnastics enthusiasts in the city—perhaps inspired by the interest in physical fitness engendered by the American Civil War—had formed a joint stock company in 1867 with members subscribing as shareholders. Within one year, the Montreal Gymnasium was built and equipped for $13,800. Complete with all forms of gymnastics apparatus, a billiard room, and two bowling alleys, the Gymnasium was run as a non-profit business and for a while was financially successful. But within two years it was in difficulty, owing to its inability to collect the shareholders’ promised subscriptions and to attract new members from a public more interested in lacrosse, ice-skating, and snowshoeing than in physical culture alone. In a last attempt at solvency, the Montreal Gymnasium merged with the Mercantile Library Association in 1874. Given suitable accommodation for its books, periodicals, and reading facilities, and a few other concessions of usage, the library in return assumed the company’s $4,000 debt; the union provided only temporary relief, however. Use of the facility dwindled and the debt continued to increase.

[PICTURE – insert photo from page 16 of 89 text including caption]

 ADVANCE \d 0In terms of success, renown, and growth, the Snow Shoeing and Lacrosse Clubs overshadowed the Gymnasium Company during the 1870s. The two sporting clubs required permanent club quarters and Angus Grant, a notable snowshoer, was the guiding force in the eventual amalgamation of these two clubs and the Montreal Bicycle club. In 1877 Grant was a director of the Gymnasium Company and president of both the MSSC and the MLC. The two clubs made arrangements to rent space from the Gymnasium Company in order to conduct business affairs and, when the MSSC and the MLC united from 1878 to 1881, they were referred to only as ‘the associated clubs’ in the Montreal press; the meaning of the term was clear to all. Members of the associated clubs enjoyed their preferred activities as well as gymnastics, boxing, fencing, single sticks, billiards, shooting, and bowling, which were also available within the Gymnasium building. Grant was instrumental in inviting the members of the Montreal Bicycle Club to join the other clubs in buying the Gymnasium by assuming all liabilities and the mortgage on the building at a total cost of $13,000. Thus the Montreal Amateur Athletic Association was formed in 1881. The bicycle wheel became the basis of the MAAA’s emblem—a winged wheel, the Canadian counterpart to the New York Athletic Club’s winged foot. The wheel symbolized the MAAA as the hub or central organization, with the various recreational and sporting branches represented in the spokes. In the rim of the wheel was cast the Association’s motto, jungor ut implear: ‘I am joined that I may be complete.’


 ADVANCE \d 4With an initial base of some 600 people, the MAAA membership increased threefold within three years. By the end of the century, total membership was 2,600. In 1888, outdoor grounds were acquired in Westmount, at the junction of St Catherine Street and Hallowell Avenue, where for $70,000 the MAAA built a pavilion, grandstands, and a cinder track surrounding a large outdoor playing field, and acquired a second clubhouse. All outdoor team events and most recreational activities were conducted at the Westmount grounds. The Association was successful financially. Owing to its tax-exempt status as a non-profit organization, it was able to rely on only two sources of income: membership fees, set at $10 annually and $100 for life membership, and gate receipts from events held in its outdoor grounds. The Association’s board of directors, elected from the major sporting clubs, administered all activities, and this was the key to the MAAA’s quickly acquired position of power in Montreal and in Canadian sport. The officers of the Association were middle-class businessmen, and they were well able to conduct the affairs of the MAAA. Indeed, they became highly qualified ‘professional’ administrators of sport.


 ADVANCE \d 0The directors skilfully built a pyramidal sport structure. At the base was mass recreation for its members (bowling, billiards, tobogganing, ice-skating, etc.). An ascending hierarchy of team sport through junior, intermediate, and senior levels was maintained, to be conducted intramurally, municipally, provincially, nationally, and internationally. Meticulous attention to detail—such as the early adoption of new equipment and devices to enhance sport—attracted members and events to the Association. A revolutionary electric timer was purchased for the track, along with brass distance markers installed on the inner rim; the latest pulley-weight apparatus was placed in the gym; a ‘home trainer’ or stationary bicycle was purchased for off-season cycle practice as early as 1883; gym cleats for tug-of-war practice were installed in the late 1880s; and a rowing machine was set up near the bowling alleys for training purposes. In addition to hosting popular spring track and field championships locally, the MAAA’s annual Fall Games attracted the best athletes from the Manhattan and New York athletic clubs, and prior to 1909 the Canadian track and field championships were repeatedly held on the MAAA grounds.


 ADVANCE \d 0In the late 1870s there was an increasing emphasis on sport outcome and on the winning of championships and trophies. This led to dishonest practices among teams, athletes, and clubs in Montreal and elsewhere. For example, teams were strengthened by the tacit importation of paid players to supplement club players, so that the amateur ideology of the clubs was corrupted by what came to be called, pejoratively, professionalism. Fixed outcomes, widespread, unregulated gambling, and lack of standardized, codified rules created unfair conditions in sport. To correct them, the MAAA actively sought involvement and control in competitive sports. From its inception it advocated the ideal of nineteenth-century amateurism. This British-based value system in sport emphasized the virtues of character-building through sport, fair play and adherence to rules, and, most important of all, the notion of playing solely for the joy of contest. To remedy the increasing trend towards an unofficial, corrupt ‘professionalism’, the MAAA followed the lead of British and American sport systems and organized the Amateur Athletic Association of Canada in 1884 (renamed the Canadian Amateur Athletic Union in 1898). MAAA executives dominated the affairs of this national amateur sport governing body into the first decade of the twentieth century (see Chapter 5).


 ADVANCE \d 0The MAAA’s winged-wheel emblem became synonymous with efficiency in the organization of, and success in, sport on national and international levels. Appropriately, the MAAA held the Canadian Wheelmen’s Association’s national cycling championships in 1886 and again in 1894. Five years later the Association hosted the World Bicycle Meet. Cycling fever in Montreal, fanned by MAAA initiative, was celebrated when an entire issue of the Montreal Daily Star (2 May 1896) was devoted to the bicycle.


 ADVANCE \d 0Members of the MAAA conceived and became the principal organizers of the world-famous Montreal Winter Carnivals that were staged annually between 1883 and 1889.
 Propelled and financed by civic boosterism, the carnivals were effective lures to the tourist industry—even more so than festivals of winter sport. Notwithstanding any underlying motives, the carnivals featured week-long activities in ice-skating, masquerade balls on skates, tobogganing, snowshoeing, and ice-hockey contests. The crowning event each year was a fireworks display at the ice palace constructed in Dominion Square. For the 1883 Winter Carnival:
The palace will consist of nearly 10,000 blocks of ice, each about 40 x 20 inches in size, and will cost about $3,200. It will face on Dorchester Street, the facade being 160 feet and the greatest depth 65 feet. The walls will be castellated and of different elevations, and three thick partitions of ice will trisect the building. Doors, however, will be cut in these walls so that the public can roam about the interior at will. The main tower standing about 76 feet in height will be a marvel of frozen architecture. . . . Numerous windows will be left at intervals in the walls of the structure which will be filled in with thin ice afterwards.

[ PICTURE – insert PA-028746, caption: Ice Palace for 1884 Montreal Winter Carnival]

City clubs and businesses decorated horse-drawn floats to be paraded around Montreal during Carnival week and driven to the ice palace for the big evening. When the crowd of 50,000 had gathered, 1,500 snowshoers representing every club in Montreal, each carrying a lighted torch, marched eight abreast down Peel Street to surround the castle and initiate a mock battle with a spectacular ‘pyrotechnic display’. This winter festival always ended with hundreds of musical instruments and thousands of voices mingling in the strains of ‘God Save the Queen’. But the great Montreal Winter Carnivals of the 1880s became too complex, too commodified, and lost their special winter Mardi Gras appeal as a result of commercial interests and increasing attention to the ‘bottom line’. The carnivals were halted in 1889.


 ADVANCE \d 0The Winter Carnivals represented only one facet of the MAAA’s influence. Its members were instrumental in the formation and administration of at least 10[Only 7 are listed here—please complete the list.10 was a claim by the Club and by a secondary source; I can find evidence for 7 so why don’t we say many instead of 10] national governing bodies in rugby football, hockey, cycling, baseball, figure skating, bowling, and water polo between 1882 and 1906. During the 1890s[for each year of the nineties? No, throughout that time period], the MAAA hosted the Amateur Skating Association of Canada championships, and in 1897 this ‘powerhouse’ of Canadian sport staged the world speed-skating championships. Numerous Canadian titles were won by MAAA athletes in lacrosse, snowshoe races, cycling, steeplechases, track and field, figure skating, ice hockey (including the championships of seven consecutive Amateur Hockey Association of Canada victories and four Stanley Cup victories between 1886 and 1902),
 bowling, billiards, football, fencing, speed skating, and boxing between 1881 and 1909. Even Canada’s first Olympic gold medallist, Etienne Desmarteau (the champion 56-pound hammer-thrower in the 1904 St Louis Olympic Games), was a product of MAAA training. Through meticulous administration and the prestige achieved through success and reputation, the MAAA gained power and influence in the organization of Canadian sport. The Notman firm took hundreds of photographs of MAAA events and preserved them in composite photographs that were displayed at exhibitions around the world. Sporting clubs from all over the continent wrote to the MAAA for copies of its constitution and modelled their own organizations accordingly. The Hamilton Amateur Athletic Association, the St Paul Amateur Athletic Association, and the Abegweit Amateur Athletic Association were only a few of the MAAA clones.


 ADVANCE \d 0By 1900, there were almost 250 sport clubs in Montreal, with 24 leagues operating in seven different sports. For the most part, potential chaos was averted by the MAAA, which brought sound administration and organization to this flowering of amateur sport. Most of the growth was in team sports—notably lacrosse, rugby football, ice hockey, soccer, and baseball—and was the result of the entrance into sport of members of the working class. French Canadians were involved in lacrosse and snowshoeing, but participants in organized sport were mainly English-speaking Montrealers, whose middle-class ideology of amateurism was paramount in the structure and governance of sport. A trend towards commercialism, without adherence to any amateur ideals, was accelerating in spectator team sports. In addition to and complementing this direction in team sports, recreations of the working class—cycle races, prizefighting, cockfighting, skating, and billiards—were engaged in and enjoyed (in direct contravention, incidentally, of Sabbath laws against such activities). Gambling, swearing, and drinking were adjuncts of these commercially based activities, in contrast to the uplifting moral ideology associated with the amateur ethos.
 Indeed, even in the midst of Montreal’s middle-class values, individuals from the city’s Irish and Catholic working class founded the Shamrock Lacrosse Club (SLC), whose matches with the Montreal Lacrosse Club were perennial favourites that ‘pitted English against Irish, Protestant against Catholic, and mechanic against clerk.’


 ADVANCE \d 0Just after the turn of the century, the commercial elements in organized sport, which operated virtually unchecked, created bitter feelings among athletes, clubs, and associations. In lacrosse, ice hockey, and rugby football especially, athletes became lionized as heroes and were covertly induced by job offers and playing bonuses to transfer to or join certain ‘amateur’ teams. Professional teams and leagues had not as yet been formed officially, but ‘shamateur’ practices corrupted the basis of competitive sport—namely, equality and fairness. In the interest of preserving some of the standards that had obtained when sport was an activity of the elite, the MAAA tried to persuade team-sport leagues to sanction playing with and against declared professional athletes in order to remove from sport the hypocrisy and inequality of competition that resulted from the practice of paying athletes under the table and bolstering teams unfairly. Prevailing amateur sentiment, however, reinforced in 1896 by the emergence of the same ideal in the revised modern Olympics, was stronger than the proposal of the MAAA, which elected to withdraw in February 1907 from the national amateur governing body it had created in 1884 and start a new Amateur Athletic Federation of Canada. The result was an ‘athletic war’ between the Canadian Amateur Athletic Union and the new Federation that produced many conflicts between their respective teams and athletes.


 ADVANCE \d 0In the quarter-century since it had been formed from the crystallization of Montreal sport, the MAAA had been outstripped by the diffusion of sport throughout Canada. At the same time, the leaders of the MAAA were instrumental in shaping the development of organized sport out of the technological and social changes that occurred over the course of the nineteenth century. In flexing its muscle during the athletic war, the Association erred in assuming that its reputation alone would magnetically draw sport organizations to its perspective. While Montreal had been the cradle—albeit gilt-edged—of organized sport in Canada, and it had been nurtured by the MAAA, a single association in one large city was no longer able to control sport across the country. Toronto-based sport administrators of the Canadian Amateur Athletic Union engineered the formation of a national governing body with tiers of provincial, regional, municipal, and club representation. The Federation of the MAAA was forced to amalgamate with the Union in 1909, thereby reaffirming traditional amateur ideals. Having begun in Montreal and emerged from its infancy there, and grown up under the wing of the MAAA, organized sport in Canada was poised to embark in new directions.
 It is to this short but important struggle between rival governing bodies, and to the new face of sport in the early twentieth century, that we turn in the next chapter.
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<A>Related Web Sites


Canada Science and Technology Museum:


� HYPERLINK "http://webgallery.nmstc.ca/" �http://webgallery.nmstc.ca/�





Multi-links for snowshoeing in Canada:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.out-there.com/htl_ssh.htm" �http://www.out-there.com/htl_ssh.htm�





Snowshoeing popularity:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sundogathletics.com/news/SnowshoeHistory.htm" �http://www.sundogathletics.com/news/SnowshoeHistory.htm �





Snowshoeing in Montreal—images:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.gslis.mcgill.ca/postcard/menu.htm" �http://www.gslis.mcgill.ca/postcard/menu.htm�





Montreal history:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.beachnuts.com/montreal_history.htm" �http://www.beachnuts.com/montreal_history.htm�





Montreal Historical Archives:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.beachnuts.com/montreal_history.htm" �http://www.beachnuts.com/montreal_history.htm�





Montreal history links (including pro sport history):


� HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/ericsquire/montreal.htm" �http://www.geocities.com/ericsquire/montreal.htm�





McCord Museum of Canadian History:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mccord-museum.qc.ca/" �http://www.mccord-museum.qc.ca/�





Facts on Canada:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.communication.gc.ca/facts/history_e.html" �http://www.communication.gc.ca/facts/history_e.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.communication.gc.ca/facts/index_e.html" �http://www.communication.gc.ca/facts/index_e.html�





Significant dates in Canadian railway history:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.railways.incanada.net/candate/candate.htm" �http://www.railways.incanada.net/candate/candate.htm�





Penny farthing bicycles:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.thewheelmen.org/sections/links/links.asp" �http://www.thewheelmen.org/sections/links/links.asp�





Who rides penny farthings?


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wuk.at/hochrad/wer/wer_eng.php" �http://www.wuk.at/hochrad/wer/wer_eng.php�





Antique bike collection pictures:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.tcc-comp.com.au/%7Ekent/" �http://www.tcc-comp.com.au/~kent/�





Curling history overview:


� HYPERLINK "http://icing.org/game/history/historya.htm" �http://icing.org/game/history/historya.htm�





Canadian Curling Association’s interpretation of curling history:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.curling.ca/sport_of_curling/history_of_the_game.asp" �http://www.curling.ca/sport_of_curling/history_of_the_game.asp�





Ladies Curling Association—brief history:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcourt.on.ca/LCA/history.html" �http://www.mcourt.on.ca/LCA/history.html�





<A>Study Questions:


In what ways did technological changes alter competitive sport?


What sports benefited by these changes? Which ones were limited by them?


How was Montreal able to dominate the early organization of Canadian sport?


How does technology affect sport today?








