 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Chapter 6
Case Studies in the Growth and Institutionalization of Sport:

Lacrosse and Baseball

Lacrosse and baseball provide an excellent window for viewing the specific ways that sport became patterned and established in the period following Confederation and up to almost the end of the twentieth century. In many ways, the development of these two sports represents the efforts of a new nation to achieve distinction. Whereas cricket was distinctively rooted in Great Britain, lacrosse and baseball were more colonial. While there is some overlap in the periods of popularity of baseball and lacrosse, the latter sport first reached a crescendo of Canadian interest in the decades following Confederation and subsequently dwindled in its allure and allegiances right around World War I. Baseball gathered sporadic momentum just prior to the turn of the twentieth century and all but replaced lacrosse in cross-Canada enthusiasm by the 1920s and 1930s. For both sports, the emphasis in this chapter is on rise to popularity within the context of their sporting times. Similarly, both sports illustrate how a way of playing a sport was shaped into the way of playing—in short, these sports became institutionalized in Canada. 
<A>The Native Game

The depiction by the American artist George Catlin (1796–1872) of lacrosse in the early nineteenth century conveys a distinct and profound image of the Aboriginal origins of the game. Catlin’s painting shows hundreds of athletic-looking Natives engaging in a ball-and-stick game; more significantly, it evokes the motion and struggle of these early contestants. There were some 40 variations of lacrosse—also known as baggataway or tewaarathon—engaged in by Ojibwa, Choctaw, Mohawk, Seneca, Cherokee, Huron, Iroquois, and other tribes at least as early as the first North American explorers observed them. The best evidence indicates that inter-tribal contests were rare, perhaps because of the subtle differences in playing forms, but more likely because of the purpose of Aboriginal lacrosse: the games were ritual affairs.
 Ceremoniously dressed in plumed headdresses, decorated with iridescent paint, and wearing elaborate beadwork belts, Native players contested to honour a fallen warrior
, paralleling in purpose the funeral games for Patroclus in Homer’s The Iliad, or for medicinal purposes, to bring a sick person back to health. The games often lasted for days and required tremendous skill and endurance.


Although lacrosse was perceived by early missionaries and travellers to be crude and dangerous, and despite the seemingly chaotic appearance of the game, modern research has emphasized the ritualistic nature of the contests, the skills required, and the emphasis on values such as discipline, leadership, physical skill, physical conditioning, and tribal unity.
 Most often a single racket about one metre long was used, but in a few tribes the contestants carried one stick in each hand. In either case the top end of these hickory sticks was bent over to form a small hoop or crook that was netted with leather thongs. The hoop of the stick was only large enough to hold the ball, which was made of wood or buckskin and stuffed with hair. The Indian name of the game alluded to the ball, but the Europeans in Canada named it for the stick, calling it ‘la crosse’ because the stick resembled a bishop’s crosier.
 

The form of the early stick suggests that lacrosse as played by the Natives must have been more of a running than a passing game. The object was to drive the ball through two sets of poles or posts erected at each end of the field, affording prime occasions for wagering on the outcome
—a significant aspect of the sport that was inherited by European settlers in the nineteenth century. By far the most notorious and most repeated account of early lacrosse concerns a contest witnessed by Alexander Henry during the Pontiac rebellion of the 1760s and described in his Travels and Adventures in Canada (1809). The game in question was played between the Chippewa and the Sauk at Fort Michilimackinac on the occasion of the birthday of George III, 4 June 1763. The two teams conspired to use the contest to mask an intended attack on the British fort. Having drawn the officers out of the fort to view the game, at a prearranged signal Ojibwa charged the fort, killed over 70 soldiers, and took many others—including Alexander Henry—prisoner.6 The massacre and capture of the fort are a major feature of the folklore and history of lacrosse, and very likely perpetuated the idea that Indian lacrosse was brutal.

The Montreal Gazette on 1 August 1833 carried the earliest newspaper reference to lacrosse in a report on an all-Indian game that represented merely one element of an initiation ceremony for five new chiefs.
 The best-known and most visible Native centres of lacrosse in British North America were the Caughnawaga (Iroquois) reserve near Montreal and the St Regis (Mohawk)[confusing parallel between Iroquois and Mohawk, since Mohawks are Iroquois—shouldn’t these both be one or the other?good catch, use Iroquois for both] reserve near Cornwall. Although there were some attempts to package the Indian sport for white spectatorship in the mid-1830s, there are no records of non-Natives playing lacrosse until the Montreal ‘Olympic’ Games match in 1844.
 The major thrust to competitive lacrosse came with the formation of the Montreal Lacrosse Club (MLC) in 1856.

<A>The Montreal Lacrosse Club and the ‘National’ Game

In the early years of the MLC, members met in the field behind St James the Apostle Church, piled their surplus clothes in a heap, and played a lacrosse match among themselves before breakfast. The bond linking the men was their joint membership in and enthusiasm for the activities of both the Montreal Snow Shoe Club (MSSC) and the MLC.
 Although there are no formal records of matches, it seems likely that the formation of the MLC was prompted by sporadic games during the 1840s and 1850s between MSSC members and the Caughnawagas. The MLC’s leadership in the game is evident in an 1858 photograph, the first one taken of a non-Aboriginal lacrosse team.
 The stick is seen to be of floor-to-shoulder length, but the major change from the Aboriginal style of racket was a much larger hoop or crook at the top and a greatly increased expanse of interwoven thongs (made from rawhide, gut, or clock strings) to form a flat surface of stringing some 20 centimetres wide at the top and tapering down to the shaft about one-third of the length of the stick. Clearly this transformed lacrosse stick signalled major changes, such as an increased emphasis on passing the ball.

Before 1860 there were no established playing rules. Instead, rules were understood among devotees; playing conditions and standards of acceptable conduct were mutually agreed upon by participants before a match. With only three non-Native clubs in Montreal—the MLC, the Hochelaga (1858), and the Beaver (1859)
—rule formalization was not deemed necessary. In fact, the social aspect of getting together and playing the early games seemed to be stronger than the interest in winning.
 A noticeable injection of enthusiasm for the game and its standardization resulted from the visit to Canada of the Prince of Wales and his entourage in August 1860. Newspapers followed his every move. Upon his arrival in Montreal he was ushered into the grounds shared by the Montreal Cricket and Lacrosse Clubs to witness a ‘Grand Display of Indian Games’.
 The ‘games’ were actually two lacrosse contests sandwiched between an introductory Indian war dance and a concluding Indian foot race. Featured in the first lacrosse match were an Iroquois team and an Algonkian team, with 30 players a side. But the special event of the day—for which the Prince asked that the first contest be halted!—was a game between 25 selected Natives and 25 ‘gentlemen players of Montreal’. The Prince of Wales medal was eventually awarded to the Native team.


More important than the event itself was the subsequent publication of the first lacrosse rules in a brochure entitled ‘The Game of Lacrosse’.
 Advertised in Montreal newspapers beginning on 15 September 1860,
 it contained notes on the construction of a stick, sketches on methods of throwing and catching the ball, tactical points on checking, dodging, and goalkeeping, and a set of eight playing rules set out as follows:

1. No swiping is allowed.

2. No tripping, holding, or any such unfair play is allowed.

3. Throwing the ball with the hand is prohibited, though if in a struggle, and opponents around, it may sometimes be kicked with the foot.

4. Picking up the ball with the hand is not allowed, except in extreme cases, where the Crosse cannot get it, such as in a hole, etc.

5. After every game the players change sides, unless the players who tossed up agree otherwise.

6. If a ball flung at the goal is caught by the ‘goal-keeper’ but breaks through his Crosse and enters the goal, it is in. Or, if a player of either side puts the ball in by accident, it is game for the party who were attacking that goal.  

7. In facing, neither of the ‘facers’ shall attempt to gain the ball till ‘three’ is counted.

8. When a player is posted in a certain position, he must remain there, unless a favourable chance presents itself for him to leave it, and then he should return to his former position.

These ‘rules,’ which obviously left a great deal to the imagination, reflect not only an initial attempt to formalize the sport but an embryonic stage of lacrosse development.


 ADVANCE \d 0Before 1867, lacrosse was played on fields of varying dimensions (some were almost a kilometre in length) with teams that fluctuated between 10 and 60 players. Goalposts with no cross bar or net, often surmounted with a single pennant or ‘flag’, were planted in the ground at either end. With the transformation of the stick in the 1850s, lacrosse moved away from the mass attacks of the Native running game and became more of a passing game that emphasized teamwork and positional play. Goals were likely infrequent since a match was won when the first goal was scored. (A goal in the terminology of the time was a ‘game’.) From all accounts spectator interest was minimal and the sport was confined to a triangular region bounded by Montreal, Cornwall, and Ottawa.

Expansion of the sport was inspired almost single-handedly by a Montreal dentist, Dr William George Beers. In 1861, lacrosse boasted nine clubs in Montreal, but the American Civil War dampened the spread and development of the game until Beers undertook the task himself. Born in Montreal in 1843, he attended Phillips School and Lower Canada College and was apprenticed to a Dr Dickenson to complete his formal education in dentistry.
 A product of Montreal’s burgeoning sport environment during the 1840s and 1850s, Beers was picked as one of the goalkeepers for the match played before the Prince of Wales, and under the pseudonym ‘Goal-keeper’ he wrote the 1860 brochure. An ardent patriot, he was one of the founders of the Victoria Rifles Volunteers militia unit, formed during the Fenian raids of the early 1860s, and recruited members of the Montreal and Beaver lacrosse clubs. He retired from military service in 1881 with the rank of Captain.


 ADVANCE \d 0George Beers’s propagandizing of things Canadian was clearly in evidence during the decade of Confederation. By 1865 he had published three articles in popular magazines—‘A Rival to Cricket’, ‘The Voyageurs of Canada’, and ‘Canada in Winter’—all with distinct national themes.
 Within the dental profession he founded and published the Canadian Journal of Dental Science, the first attempt at dental journalism in Canada. Unquestionably, George Beers adopted a leadership posture in his vocation and avocation, and in the latter respect he was nothing short of a ‘flaming lacrosse evangelist’.
 Capitalizing on the nationalistic fervour of Confederation year, Beers provided several stimuli towards the expansion of lacrosse. In Montreal newspapers, for example, he wrote several articles under the banner ‘The National Game’, in which he argued the merits of lacrosse over the imported, revered sport of cricket
 (see Chapter 10). Beers was responding to an article published one day earlier under the pseudonym ‘Stumps’, who had argued that cricket alone, an established sport of the British upper classes in Canada, deserved to be heralded as the new Dominion’s national game. Beers’s lengthy response was uncharacteristically mild, very likely because he was in the throes of attempting to nationalize lacrosse by riding the crest of pro-Confederation enthusiasm.


In the spring of 1867 there were about 10 lacrosse clubs in Canada; by the end of October there were 80, with some 2,000 members, and Beers was the catalyst for this expansion. On 1 July 1867, the MLC adopted 17 rules as the official ‘Laws of Lacrosse’; drawn up by Beers and published in the Montreal Gazette on 17 July 1867, they were made available for sale through that newspaper’s offices. The publication and dissemination of these rules had a crucial impact on the evolution of the sport. Uniformity of playing regulations is a hallmark of modern competitive sport, and common rules are the very foundation on which the spread of any sport depends. Beers’s new ‘Laws of Lacrosse’ standardized the number of players at 12, the nature of the ball (India rubber), playing positions, the use of umpires (quasi-referees), and the method for determining the outcome of a match (best 3 out of 5 ‘games’ or goals, instead of the previously unpredictable system of ‘first goal wins’). Beers’s rules provided an instant recipe for competition; all that was lacking was a competitive structure.


In 1867, Beers and the members of the MLC prompted lacrossists in the Montreal, Cornwall, Ottawa, and Toronto areas to attend a lacrosse convention in Kingston, Ontario,
 to adopt formally a common code of playing rules and to organize a national association to promote and perpetuate lacrosse as the national sport of Canada. Kingston, a central location, was strategic in Beers’s conscious effort to expand the sport outside Montreal; it was also the site of the Provincial Exhibition. The Kingston Lacrosse Club issued an official invitation and 52 delegates representing 27 clubs assembled in Kingston’s Temperance Hall on 26 and 27 September 1867. One of the major outcomes of this convention was the formation of Canada’s first sport governing body, the National Lacrosse Association (NLA), with a mandate to administer the sport by codifying and enforcing rules, and to encourage all clubs to join the Association.
 A detailed constitution was drafted and published verbatim in several newspapers, including the Montreal Gazette on 15 October 1867.


Without question, the formation of the NLA was a brilliant stroke of promotional strategy that resulted almost immediately in the proliferation of lacrosse clubs in Quebec and Ontario. In Toronto alone, 13 new clubs—the Maple Leaf, the Osgoode, the Toronto, the Ontario, and several military teams—were formed and playing within one month of the convention.
 Thus the two major urban centres in Canada embraced lacrosse and effectively secured its future. Montrealers figured prominently in the executive of the NLA since the inveterate snowshoer, Nicholas ‘Evergreen’ Hughes (a founding member of the MSSC in 1843), was elected president and Beers was elected to the central administrative position of secretary-treasurer. Another testament to Beers’s recognized organizational efficiency was the virtual adoption of his ‘Laws of Lacrosse’ with only minor modifications, such as the appointment of a referee in matches and the standardization of field length to a minimum of 150 yards (approximately 137 metres).


 ADVANCE \d 0In effect, the establishment of the NLA constituted an overt attempt to popularize a particular sport at a time when sport in general was the preserve of the upper classes. Moreover, the NLA was part of Beers’s drive to enshrine lacrosse as Canada’s national game. He claimed repeatedly that lacrosse had been sanctified as Canada’s national game by an Act of Parliament, and this came to be believed. For example, Henry Roxborough, in The Story of Nineteenth-Century Canadian Sport (1966), declared: ‘Lacrosse is especially linked with Confederation Year, for the Dominion’s first parliament had proclaimed it to be Canada’s national game.’
 However, nowhere in the Dominion’s first parliamentary session is lacrosse even mentioned. And no Montreal or Toronto newspaper in 1867 reports such a proclamation or enactment. The 1894 edition of the Dictionnaire Canadien-Francais stated that lacrosse became the national game of Canada on 1 January 1859.
 Beers wrote a book on the sport, entitled Lacrosse: The National Game of Canada (1869),
 in which he made the following claim:

I believe that I was the first to propose the game of lacrosse as the national game of Canada in 1859; and a few months preceding the proclamation of Her Majesty, uniting the Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, into one Dominion, a letter headed ‘Lacrosse—Our National Field Game’ published by me in the Montreal Daily News, in April, 1867, was printed off and distributed throughout the whole Dominion, and was copied into many of the public papers.

Beers was only 16 years old in 1859. Furthermore, in a year when only three lacrosse clubs, all in Montreal, were known to exist, it seems unlikely that such an Act would have been considered. The Canadian Parliamentary Proceedings and Sessional Papers and the Journals of the Legislative Council of the Province of Canada reveal that Parliament was not even in session in either January or July 1859 and that no mention of lacrosse was made in those publications during the entire year. As for the 1867 letter, only selected issues of the April 1867 editions of the Daily News could be located; but every April and May issue of the Montreal Gazette, the Montreal Herald, the Ottawa Citizen, and the Toronto Globe were combed, to no avail, to ferret out Beers’s letter. No sporting contests at all were mentioned by the Globe and the Gazette in April 1867. Considering that the British Parliament passed the Act to create the Dominion of Canada on 29 March 1867, April would have been a good month to begin such a publicity campaign. All research
 suggests that any such campaign must have been by word-of-mouth only, or was a figment of Beers’s fervent imagination.


Beers, it would seem, invented the whole national-game concept, which nevertheless managed to gain acceptance by a kind of consensual validity: if something is claimed to be true enough times, it is often accepted as truth—then and now. By late 1867, the sport was indeed surrounded by a ‘national’ aura; for example, the formation and acceptance of the name National Lacrosse Association had its own connotation; and the Association’s provision of a banner for ‘championship’ play bore the slogan ‘Our Country and Our Game’.

<A>Public Popularity and Winning

Lacrosse was a featured event in many Dominion Day celebrations. Five thousand Montreal spectators watched the Caughnawagas defeat the Montreal Lacrosse Club, whose members wore white caps, white jackets with red cuffs, grey knickerbockers with a red sash, and black stockings.
 These costumes promoted the public popularity of lacrosse over cricket; lacrosse was all colour and rapid motion whereas—to all but devout cricketers—cricket was cream in colour and almost slow motion. In late October the Gazette stated:

Every Saturday afternoon particularly, the Parks and Commons are crowded with Lacrosse players, from the Professor who doffs the gown for the occasion, to the little urchin who can barely scrape together 50 cents to purchase a Crosse.

In November of 1867, T. James Claxton, the millionaire head of a Montreal wholesale dry goods company,
 donated four championship ‘flags’ (poles topped with banners in goal-flag style and valued at over $250) for challenge competition in the city.
 Together with the NLA’s banner, ‘Our Country and Our Game’, and the City of Toronto championship medal, the emphasis in lacrosse had shifted from social conviviality to more intense levels of competition.


 ADVANCE \d 0The years between 1868 and 1885 were pivotal in the development and growth of lacrosse in Canada. With an established set of rules, a governing agency, ‘championship’ incentives, such as the Claxton flags and the NLA banner, and the promotion of the national-game concept, lacrosse moved towards a a greater emphasis on winning. Moreover, as skills were refined, the game increasingly became a drawing card. In 1876, for example, 8,000 spectators attended a game in Toronto between the Montreal Shamrocks and the Toronto Lacrosse Club.
 The Shamrocks embodied the spiralling emphasis on winning lacrosse games.
 Formed in Griffintown along the Lachine Canal in 1867, the Shamrock Lacrosse Club was composed of Irish Roman Catholic working-class members in an era when the playing fields were dominated by middle-class Protestants. In 1876 when the Shamrocks met the Toronto club, which had an Irish Protestant membership, there was a built-in rivalry that could only enhance the emphasis on winning from a spectator point of view. Although lacrosse and other team sports were slowly evolving towards more intensive competition and its attendant behaviours, the Shamrocks were ahead of their time in their total dedication to winning first and foremost. They were constantly accused of dirty play and ungentlemanly conduct, and subjected to media attributions such as the ‘unwashed’ and ‘denizens of Griffintown’ (insulting allusions to the Shamrocks’ working-class origins and to the district of Montreal in which they and their supporters lived); they won three times as many championship matches as the Toronto club, their closest rival, between Confederation and 1885.
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The Shamrocks represented only the tip of the iceberg of the lacrosse phenomenon that was crystallizing. It was not merely a matter of behaviour fitting only the ‘denizens of Griffintown’. Protests and disputes over game outcomes among ‘crack’ or first-class teams were common during the 1870s. As early as 1867, Natives were barred from playing for white clubs in ‘championship’ matches, which operated on a challenge basis before 1885 rather than through the league structure that is common in modern sport. The ban against Natives in such competitions was due both to social exclusivity and to a perception that they naturally possessed superior skills in lacrosse. At the same time, commercialism first crept, then galloped, into lacrosse as it became a gate-taking sport in the 1870s. For example, $100 was offered as top prize for the winning team at a Paris, Ontario, lacrosse tournament in 1868,
 and in 1875 the Shamrocks played the Caughnawagas for the ‘championship of the world’ and a $500 cash prize.
 


The expense of maintaining high-calibre lacrosse clubs escalated in the 1870s. Teams and their organizers had to contend with rising costs in transportation, facility lease or purchase and maintenance, and spectator attractions—hiring bands to play at the matches, printing programs, installing telegraph connections to cater to fan interest and media demands, and hiring groups or vendors to sell refreshments. Clubs became heavily dependent on admission revenues—about 25 cents plus 10 cents more for a grandstand seat at most matches before 1885, despite initial newspaper criticism that this practice smacked of professionalism. But the emphasis on winning and the commercialization necessitated professional practices. Skilled lacrosse players were offered inducements—cash bonuses and job placements—by teams recruiting non-local talent. Lacrosse clubs and the NLA were actually run by professional administrators, middle-class businessmen who had an interest in sport but seemingly possessed a rigorous loyalty to pristine amateurism. The only way the NLA could control player inducements was to institute in 1877 a residence rule to prevent ‘tourist’ lacrosse players from jumping from team to team.
 It was a band-aid measure that did not stop the flow of commercialism in lacrosse. As had been the case with the Indian brand of lacrosse, gambling was entrenched in the sport by the 1870s. At various venues of the clubs in Ontario and Quebec as early as 1870, the NLA put up posters prohibiting gambling on site and threatened to expel violators. Yet both the Toronto Globe and the Montreal Gazette frequently reported betting information throughout the 1870s. Moreover, the Shamrocks actually promoted betting. One of the club’s officers, the owner of the Tansey House, sold pools at his tavern. After one victory over Toronto in 1881 the Star estimated that Shamrock supporters collected over $15,000 in bets.
 The Montreal Gazette in 1869 and 1876 also reported pool-selling at Tansey’s.


Lacrosse was being propelled, via human agency, against the grain of an idealistic value system—amateurism (see Chapter 4)—that was used as a policy and a means of regulating the sport. Although commercialism and gambling were by-products of the 1870s, an emphasis on winning, rumours of scandals in other sports, such as ‘pedestrianism’ (any foot race) and rowing, made organizations like the NLA wary of the ‘intrusion’ of professionalism; it was a canker to be eradicated. At first, the link between money and professionalism was subjected to minor control. In 1876, Article IX of the revised NLA constitution stated:

No Club in the Association shall play for a money challenge except with Indians. Any club playing for money (except as aforesaid) shall be suspended from membership in the Association.

But playing for a stake or wager apparently continued to be a problem. Natives were almost axiomatically labelled professional by virtue of their skill. By 1880, Aboriginal teams were excluded from NLA championship games on the basis of race and perceived skill advantage and were assigned professional status by the NLA. In the same year, the NLA changed its name to the National Amateur Lacrosse Association and adopted a formal policy of strict amateur membership (i.e., non-Native players and no monetary connections to players except travel and accommodation expenses) and enforcement.
 This was a futile effort to stem the tide of commercialism. Frustrated by their inability to control semi-professional and professional practices—such as direct payments to players by clubs—the Montreal Lacrosse Club actually withdrew from the NALA between 1880 and 1882.


By the late 1870s and early 1880s, the popularity and dispersion of lacrosse had outstripped the most optimistic dreams of that eccentric lacrosse salesman, George W. Beers. Competitive levels of organized lacrosse were categorized, on the basis of proficiency, into junior, intermediate, and senior divisions. Although Ontario was the ‘hotbed’ of the sport, by 1881 Manitoba—whose first lacrosse club, the Prince Rupert, was established in 1871—had two clubs affiliated with the NALA: the Garry and the Winnipeg.


A major contributor to the widespread and rapid rise to popularity of lacrosse was its spectator appeal. Not only was it fast-paced, colourful, and easy to understand, but it was a rugged body-contact sport that led to disputes and rough or violent play. Since the goals were only two sticks placed about two metres apart, the players, umpires, and spectators were often in disagreement about whether the ball had passed inside, outside, or over the top of the goals. By the mid-1870s, lacrosse reports in the newspapers were filled with descriptions of game delays over the alleged incompetence of officials and of excessively rough and even violent behaviour (slashing, fouling, fighting). Between 1867 and 1885, the incidence of disputes and rough play during championship matches was more than double that of exhibition or regular games.
 Rules against foul play, cross-checking, deliberate charging, interfering, and threatening to strike, which appeared as early as 1878, reflected the spread of such behaviours. But they were very likely crowd-drawing features; rough sport was irresistible to many and part of the ‘manliness’ of the game (see Chapter 7).


There were more positive aspects to lacrosse. Skill levels accelerated from 1867 to 1885. As the game evolved and players became more experienced, they refined positional play and offensive and defensive tactics. Basic skills of throwing and catching evolved from early underarm patterns to sidearm and overhand techniques. Beers’s Lacrosse: The National Game of Canada, which was filled with lacrosse mechanics, was widely sold in 1869 and again in 1879 when it was reprinted. Two publications that were virtual plagiarisms—‘Hints to Players by a Native’ printed in an 1871 issue of Canadian Magazine
 and W.K. McNaught’s Lacrosse and How to Play It
—served to disseminate and enhance playing skills and thereby advanced the sport.
<A>Showcasing the Game 

Perhaps one of the strongest unifying factors in the spread and acceptance of lacrosse was its export as a showcase activity and as a symbol of Canada to Great Britain in 1867, in 1876, and again in 1883. Nineteenth-century Canadian sport thrived on cordial sporting ties with England, and British North America had imported most of its sport, as well as its traditions and values, from English and Scottish immigrants. A precedent for international tours was established in the late 1850s when an English cricket eleven toured British North America. Canada, in turn, sent teams of marksmen to the world-famous annual rifle championships at Wimbledon. Acting on an offhand suggestion, Captain W.B. Johnson of the Montreal Lacrosse Club engaged sixteen Caughnawagas to leave Canada on 12 July 1867 and tour England to demonstrate lacrosse. But Johnson was mainly interested in the financial prospects of the venture; the visit was not publicized and was short-lived and of little consequence.


 ADVANCE \d 0In the mid-1870s another MLC member, Dr Thomas Archer, moved to London, England, and persuaded the Thames Hare and Hounds Club to form a lacrosse club. Subsequently Archer corresponded with Beers to explore the possibilities of a tour. Beers persuaded Mr Charles Rose to visit Britain in 1875 to solicit support for a lacrosse trip. With the verbal and financial encouragement of the celebrated Hurlingham Polo Club, it was decided that lacrosse teams would be sent to Britain. Public subscriptions were sought in Montreal, a Committee of Management of the MLC was struck, and discussions about ensuring success were predicated on sending one team of Natives along with a white team.
 The trip was at least partially envisaged as a Canadian image-builder: ‘Thousands will go to see Canada’s game to one who would go to hear Canada’s immigration agents.’


 ADVANCE \d 0Beers, of course, primarily desired to sell lacrosse to Great Britain not only as a game but also as a symbol of Canada. Before the teams’ departure, the Montreal press gave details of the trip under the banner ‘Young Canada’. In Britain the press used material from Beers’s book to educate its readers on the nature of the game, but the real media emphasis was laid on its Aboriginal origins, including the 1763 Fort Michilimackinac incident (although the press was careful to point out that Iroquois were not involved in that massacre). The fact that this historical buildup in all the British papers ran parallel to the games suggests that it was pre-packaged and pre-released by Beers. The tour was drenched in Aboriginal imagery; the Natives themselves were Beers’s advertising gimmick and his drawing-card for the British.


 ADVANCE \d 0The teams played 16 games during their month-and-a-half foray through Ireland, Scotland, and England. The order of ceremonies was repeated for each match. The Natives were escorted to centre field in their playing costumes, which consisted of red-and-white striped ‘guernseys’ (jerseys, or tunics) and knickers, with white hose (or red-and-yellow striped knickers); blue velvet caps overlaid with much ornamental bead work and topped by two or three scarlet feathers; and tight-fitting sashes and waist belts of blue velvet with a large letter C (for Caughnawaga) on the front. In addition, all the Natives wore earrings and many silver-coloured finger rings. Against the stark green backdrop of the cricket grounds on which they played, and the creams of the cricket players, they were vivid to say the least. Next, the 13-member MLC team came onto the grounds wearing white guernseys, grey tweed knickers, and dark brown hose. After brief introductions to the chief dignitary present, the match commenced.


 ADVANCE \d 0The British reaction was most favourable and 3,000 to 5,000 spectators attended the games. Enthusiastic descriptions of the Natives and the equipment used in lacrosse were plentiful in the British press. The most eloquent characterization of a lacrosse stick was rendered in the London Daily Telegraph: ‘a spoon of Brobdingnagian size and Filigree pattern’.
 Both teams had been carefully coached to be above reproach; the players were commended repeatedly for their exemplary behaviour in the intervals between matches, whether touring cairns, castles, or collieries. Always on such occasions, away from the playing fields, the Natives were asked to wear their lacrosse outfits. Between games they were urged to hold snowshoe races on the grass, to dance ‘war dances’ or the ‘green corn dance’, or to hold mock ‘powwows’. During the contests Keraronwe, who spoke English very well, made ‘wild verbal ejaculations’ and frantic gestures to his teammates. James Fenimore Cooper could not have contrived a more colourful image of stereotypical ‘Indian-ness’ for these early ‘Harlem Globetrotters’ of lacrosse.


Near-sanctification came to the tour when Queen Victoria requested that a private game be played before her at Windsor Castle on 25 June 1876. This audience was interpreted even in Toronto as indicative of ‘the estimation in which this country is held by the highest person in the Empire’.
 Before the game, Keraronwe read the Queen a speech—inscribed on a colourfully decorated piece of birchbark—in his native tongue. The irony was that both the speech and the artwork on the birchbark were fashioned by Mrs H.W. Becket, the wife of one of the MLC players.
 After the match and the usual snowshoeing displays, the monarch presented each player with an autographed picture of herself.


Back in Montreal the teams were extolled as ‘representatives of the young manhood of Canada’ at a civic reception in the Victoria Rink (heavily decorated with lacrosse sticks and snowshoes).
 Financially the trip, which cost nearly $12,000, broke even; however, its success must be measured in terms of the lacrosse-Canada-Aboriginal symbolism promoted to the British. Seven years later, in 1883, a more up-scale tour was organized, specifically to use the lacrosse-‘Indian’ image to sell Canada to potential British immigrants. George Beers was, once again, the tour organizer. Two teams of Caughnawagas and MLC players combined with six Toronto Lacrosse Club players for the 1883 tour. Glowing tributes to and expansive coverage of oarsman Ned Hanlan’s triumphs in Great Britain gave firm evidence that the link between sporting prowess and Canadian nationhood had developed greatly since the 1876 tour. This was Beers’s chance to exert the lacrosse muscle of Canada. Furthermore, there had been only two lacrosse clubs in Britain before the 1876 tour, but in 1883 it was estimated that there were around 150.
 In some ways this meant that the teams faced a stronger challenge than they had encountered in 1876.
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 ADVANCE \d 0The tour was frantic; 62 matches were played in 41 different cities in just over two months—a heavier schedule than that of most modern professional baseball teams. It is notable that no member of the Shamrocks was invited to go on the tour, even though the team was the most successful in Canada by 1883. Were the working-class Shamrocks not the ‘proper’ group to build a Canadian image? (Several references in the Montreal press during the tour forecast an 1884 Shamrocks tour of the British Isles.) The players docked in Liverpool and the tour started in Scotland. The teams went on to London for games in its vicinity, then to the southwest coast of England, followed by games in the southeast. They then ventured into the Midlands and the manufacturing towns before touring northern cities and, finally, municipalities in Ireland. In all, they travelled over 9,000 kilometres by train in Britain, mostly at night. Extracts from British press accounts that were republished in the Toronto Globe and the Montreal Gazette indicate that the dominant image was exactly the same as that of the 1876 tour; the Natives—dressed in scarlet this time—dominated. The ‘Canadian Gentlemen’ (were Natives not Canadian gentlemen?) were dressed in bright blue with a white maple-leaf crest—perhaps the first used in association with Canadian sport—encasing the letter ‘C’ emblazoned on their jerseys.


The 1883 tour went well beyond the subtle advertising of its 1876 counterpart. The distinct role of both teams was to act as a collective immigration agent. With the unprecedented co-operation and financial support of the federal Department of Agriculture, team members distributed 150,000 immigration flyers certified by the Governor-General, and a total of 120 cases, each weighing 660 kilograms, containing copies of a special supplement of the Canadian Illustrated News that described Canada’s resources in words and pictures.
 Beginning in the 1870s, Canada had stepped up its immigration methods—in fierce competition with those used by the United States, Australia, and Africa
—and the 1883 tour was a state-driven propaganda campaign that used lacrosse as the delivery system. As if the written barrage was not enough to saturate British lacrosse audiences, Beers arranged to have lectures or speeches about Canada’s resources given in every city. An MP and two ordained ministers accompanied the teams for this purpose, and their messages were often reprinted in the British press.
 The valuable work of the lacrosse players in bringing the country into greater prominence was applauded by the federal government,
 and Beers was acclaimed for writing some 300 letters in answer to immigration queries while in Britain.
 The dominant image portrayed to the British public during the 1883 tour was that of a young, resourceful nation that had carried on the sporting tradition of Great Britain through its national Aboriginal game of lacrosse. The entire tour must have been an endurance contest for the players. The fact that they did not rebel, and that public reaction to the games was excellent (if judged by glowing letters written home by the players and by crowds that numbered up to 8,000 per game), is a tribute to the organizational prowess of Beers and the players’ devotion to him, and to the immigration device.
<A>League Play and Commercialization 

By the mid-1880s, lacrosse was a major, perhaps the major, popular team sport in Canada. Undoubtedly the fame of the lacrosse tours enhanced the attraction to the sport for both players and spectators. The British blessing on lacrosse combined with the forces of commercialization, professionalism (in the true sense of the word), and organizational changes to develop the game. For example, at the 1885 NALA convention, a league or series system of matches was adopted for senior lacrosse competition.
 That is, instead of a challenge system of games a league schedule for the season was created and a playoff format was established. The initiation of the league system launched lacrosse into the format of modern sport and provided an organizational framework that triggered considerable change and growth in the sport. Next to Beers’s contributions to the image of lacrosse as the national game, this development was the most important change in the game’s history.


In the 30-year period preceding World War I, lacrosse activity intensified in Quebec and especially in Ontario. Although the game was launched in the major cities of the Maritimes during the 1880s and 1890s,
 it never gained a firm, established acceptance there. Saint John, Halifax, Pictou, Windsor, Springhill, and other centres formed clubs, played sporadically, and disbanded. It seems that in the Maritimes the British sports of cricket and rugby football, as well as the American pastime of baseball, were of more interest than lacrosse.
 By contrast, rivalries among cities in Ontario and Quebec were so intense and the emphasis on winning so strong that disputes over the league system plagued the NALA constantly for three years after its implementation. Toronto clubs rebelled in 1887 and formed a rival second league, the Canadian Lacrosse Association (CLA). Most Ontario clubs became affiliated with the CLA while Quebec and eastern Ontario clubs remained loyal to the NALA. By 1889, the CLA had established 11 geographical districts to provide manageable leagues for the various levels of play. The two associations actually had to agree to draw a boundary line at Peterborough for recruitment of top players for the senior championship series. Fractionalization occurred in 1889 when the Shamrocks, the MLC, and the Toronto, Cornwall, and Ottawa clubs broke off all affiliation and created a Senior League with home-and-home matches (one home and one away game for each pair of teams).


All these organizational changes in the late 1880s resulted in a dilution of lacrosse management and inconsistent administrative direction in the development of the sport. When the Senior League became an elite league in its own right, the governing bodies were severely weakened and were left to organize junior and intermediate levels of lacrosse during the 1890s. The CLA became the largest association, governing rural lacrosse strongholds within a 160-kilometre radius of Toronto (southern Ontario was a baseball Mecca).
 Recognition of the Toronto heartland of lacrosse—although the Athletics of St Catharines were the most successful club between 1885 and 1914
—was demonstrated in 1901 when the Globe Publishing Company donated the Globe Shield for senior CLA supremacy (thereby replacing the CLA banner).
 Presumably the Globe felt that lacrosse promotion was a significant campaign tool to increase newspaper sales, but the existence of a major trophy also enhanced championship prestige.


In the two decades surrounding 1900, lacrosse developed rapidly in the western provinces. Manitoba and British Columbia in particular became major centres of the sport. With a precedent for the structural system established in Ontario and Quebec, lacrosse was able to develop very quickly from intra-club matches to challenges to championship play to league structures in Winnipeg, Brandon, Portage La Prairie, Vancouver, Victoria, and New Westminster. The change in 1887 from the best two of three or three of five goal systems in the East
 to a 2–2½-hour time limit was easily adopted in the West. The New Westminster Salmonbellies emerged from their late 1880s triangle of competitions with Vancouver and Victoria and travelled east in 1890 to play the best teams in Toronto and Montreal. With a 5–1 win-loss record, the Salmonbellies returned to a tumultuous reception in their home town: ‘The Royal City stood on its head to welcome home the conquering heroes, and they hung a gold locket around the scarred neck of each player.’


By the mid-1890s, the CLA and the NALA were geographic misnomers because they were regional sport governing bodies. The British Columbia Amateur Lacrosse Association (BCALA) governed the sport in that province, while most major prairie city lacrosse clubs were under the umbrella of the Western Canadian Lacrosse Association (WCLA). In fact, by 1900, the WCLA boasted club memberships from Fort William and Port Arthur (now Thunder Bay), through Minneapolis and St Paul, to cities in southern Alberta. All sport governing bodies relied on and adopted the rules and constitution of the established NALA. Although leadership in lacrosse generally flowed from east to west, major innovations, such as the use of goal nets in the BCALA in 1897, did affect the game across the country.
 Lacrosse became a truly national championship sport in 1901 when the Governor-General, the Earl of Minto, donated a cup for challenge competition among the champions of the senior lacrosse leagues in Canada.
 As the emblem of national supremacy the Minto Cup engendered intense competition over the next 13 years. Significantly, British Columbia teams held the Minto Cup without a loss between 1908 and 1914. In fact, they dominated early twentieth-century lacrosse at the elite level, stimulated by the Salmonbellies’ new style of lacrosse tactics—they turned from methodical positional play using long passes towards free-flowing, shorter passes, hitting the open man, and a run-run-run offence.


Rough play increased during the nineties and the early years of the twentieth century. Violent play was repeatedly blamed on incompetent referees, whose powers were extended beyond ejecting players from contests to imposing heavy fines. But the referees were merely scapegoats for the competitive emphasis in lacrosse, especially elite lacrosse, which prospered despite the pretense of amateurism. Native ‘ringers’ or skilled players were imported for teams in the East and West, and the recruitment of outstanding white players for financial inducements was prevalent in amateur circles. Hypocritical and inconsistent enforcement of amateur regulations was at the root of the strife that existed among the NALA, the CLA, and the Senior League during the 1890s.
 Although commercialism was basic to elite lacrosse, it was discountenanced at least publicly—as if an admission that money was a critical factor in the health of the sport would somehow destroy it. Suspensions of entire lacrosse teams from competitions were frequent, as when a court trial in 1898 disclosed that each member of the Capital Lacrosse Club of Ottawa had accepted a $100 bonus.
 The whole conflict between amateurism and professionalism/commercialism reached a chaotic crescendo in 1904. In an effort to deal openly with the situation, the founding lacrosse club of Canada, the MLC, petitioned its governing body to allow known professionals to play with and/or against amateurs.
 Although this was a significant and viable request and offered a workable solution, it was directly antithetical to strict amateur regulations. Within two years this initiative resulted in a protracted athletic war over the concession to professionals implemented by the MLC (see Chapter 4). Its resolution—a return to strict amateur regulations—was a giant step backward. Meanwhile, gambling and pool-selling on lacrosse matches continued unabated. In spite of the 1910 donation of the Mann Cup, by railway magnate Sir Donald Mann, to stimulate amateur lacrosse competition at the elite levels, and despite the formation in 1912 of a truly national governing body, the Canadian Amateur Lacrosse Association, commercially supported teams remained fundamental to elite lacrosse. In fact, two of the professional associations, the National Lacrosse Union and the Dominion Lacrosse Association, had become joint stock companies, with capital stock of $14,000 and $20,000 respectively.


By 1914, the glorious years of the heyday of lacrosse were drawing to a close. The tug-of-war between amateur ideology and commercial forces was apparent in the promotion and development of the sport and yet both were viable—two ways of playing lacrosse, not merely the way of playing by vaunted amateur principles. The raiding of players was widespread at the professional level; amateur leagues were weakened because the best players were siphoned off from them. Salary wars were common among elite teams, and clauses were implemented in player-owner agreements to bind players to specific teams. Lacrosse moguls placed their emphasis on elite lacrosse and did not take sufficient measures to stimulate the sport in school or church leagues.
 Lacking strong grassroots player development, and with amateur-professional fragmentation at the top levels, lacrosse fell into decline. On the commercial side, the sport faced the geographical dilemma that still plagues Canadian professional sports: a huge country with a relatively small population. Spectators were the only source of revenue, and there just were not enough of them. Although the game could not sustain itself commercially, amateur lacrosse was mired in commercial trends. Newspapers had great difficulty keeping track of the various leagues, divisions, clubs, and levels and gradually reduced their coverage of the sport. Meanwhile, media and public attention turned to the emerging and increasingly popular team sports of baseball, football, and ice hockey.


The halcyon days of lacrosse were the years between 1867 and 1885 when George Beers and the great tours brought the game into prominence as a national symbol of Canada. That symbol was tarnished, since lacrosse originated with Canada’s Natives, who were shamefully used in the transformation of the sport from its Aboriginal to its modern form. Although lacrosse re-emerged during the Depression as box lacrosse (boxla) and has been promoted in that form at various times over the past 50 years, interest in this sport has been confined to pockets of southern Ontario, parts of Quebec, and southern British Columbia (and much more prominently in American colleges and universities on the eastern seaboard). Of considerable intrigue, in 1994 both hockey and lacrosse were declared Canada’s national sports—for winter and summer respectively—by the federal Parliament in the National Sports Act. For lacrosse—now played by men’s and women’s teams in localized areas and among a variety of educational institution-supported teams—the government sanction is fitting tribute to its heritage as a significant form of Canadian culture.
<A>Baseball Roots

Unlike the team sports of lacrosse, football, and hockey, which originated and developed in Montreal, the Canadian origins of baseball were in southwestern Ontario. Its development is far more community-rooted and commercially based than the more controlled, early evolution of lacrosse. Ultimately, baseball was infused into almost every city and community in Canada, a distinct difference from lacrosse. Though profoundly American in its later development, with its star players, rules, leagues, and large financial backing, baseball was not ‘invented’, as legend has it, by Abner Doubleday in Cooperstown, New York, in 1839.
 A game occurred one year earlier in Beachville, Ontario, halfway between Woodstock and Ingersoll. It was played in a form remarkably similar to the so-called ‘New York’ rules later established by the New York Knickerbrocker Club in 1845.


 ADVANCE \d 0Baseball must have had its origin in children’s ball games—throwing and catching the ball, then batting it with a stick to a catcher. The loose development of a team composed of pitcher, catcher, batters running to bases, and fielders had obvious connections with the English games of rounders and even cricket. The Beachville game of 4 June 1838 was described by Adam E. Ford (1831–1906) in a letter published in part in the Ingersoll Chronicle on 20 May 1886 and that later appeared in full in Sporting Life. The game, between the Beachville Club and the Zorras, players from two neighbouring townships, was held on a holiday, Militia Muster Day (this was only six months after the Mackenzie Rebellion in Toronto), and took place in a field behind Enoch Burdick’s shops. Four bases, called ‘byes’, marked the infield area, and there were foul areas—corroborating the early departure from cricket’s 360-degree ‘fair territory’ (the ‘oval’) surrounding the batsman. Hits and runs were numerous, since the real fun was in getting runners out by ‘plugging’, that is, the runner, when caught between bases, could be tagged or hit (plugged) by a ball thrown at him. No one wore gloves; the score was kept by notches on a stick; and games lasted from six to nine innings. Games played earlier than 1838 (so Ford suggested) were declared finished when one team reached 18 or 21 runs. Finally, the players—Ford noted that the number per team varied between 7 and 12—ranged in age from 15 to 24. Ford named them all.
 His letter and contemporary support for its veracity establish baseball as one of the earliest team sports in Canada. Moreover, it underscores the village roots of the game. Vestiges of the 1838 rules—namely, the use of 11 players and four bases and a common striker’s box/home bye—remained in the Woodstock–Ingersoll area until at least 1860. The more popular New York game—which used 9 players and 3 bases—was in vogue in the United States and in other Ontario communities.


 ADVANCE \d 0Generally speaking, cricket and rowing were the emerging summer sports in the 1850s and 1860s. For one thing they benefited from the organizational skills and support of the local elite. Baseball was very much a working-man’s sport and caught on quickly in Woodstock, Ingersoll, and even in the larger centre of Hamilton. In 1854, the year the Great Western Railway completed its main line (Niagara Falls–Hamilton–London–Windsor), the Hamilton Young Canadians became the first known organized team, with an executive, a membership fee, and a regular place to play.
 They played the New York game, where every player had to be put out before the side was retired. The founders of the club were William and James Shuttleworth, a clerk and a shoemaker, and the members represented a wonderful array of working-class occupations: five clerks, three shoemakers, two turners, two labourers, and a coach manufacturer, a saloon-keeper, a painter, a marble-cutter, a brakeman, a tinsmith, one maker each of brooms, horse-collars, cigars, watches, carriages, and many others.
 This overwhelming representation of the working class at both the playing and organizational levels also characterized other clubs in nearby communities, like the Dundas Mechanics, and eventually across the country, and (at least among the players) puts a stamp on baseball today.
 It has had the salutary effect of exempting early southwestern Ontario baseball, relatively speaking, from the class manipulation so prevalent in other sports (such as lacrosse). As Bouchier points out, contrary to the organizational strictures of lacrosse:
throughout the nineteenth century Canadian baseball possessed no single 
sport-governing institution to regulate various levels of competition. Without 
such a superstructure defining the range of ‘legitimate’ practices and meaning 
associated with the sport, baseball could never be totally controlled by middle 
class reformers.

<A>Brewing Professional Baseball
 ADVANCE \d 0The team of the 1860s was the Woodstock Young Canadians, who played their first match in 1861 and were undefeated by a Canadian team until 1867, when they were beaten by the Dundas Independent Club.
 Coopers, shoemakers, a carriage-maker, a blacksmith, a painter, and a grocer made up the Woodstock club in 1862, and three-quarters of these players were Ontario-born.
 This club was instrumental in introducing the concept of baseball ‘championship’ play when, in 1863, they solicited subscriptions to purchase a silver ball, the winner of which would be designated the champion baseball club in Canada. It must not be assumed or implied that middle-class and professional men did not relish participating in, and watching, informal baseball games. The merchants and clerks from the ‘Detroit and Windsor’ sides of Ingersoll’s King Street, for example, frequently challenged their business competitors from across the street.
 Similarly, players from various districts of Woodstock’s commercial area divided themselves up geographically to form teams; on one occasion, employees working between ‘Farrell’s Hotel to Watson’s Corner’ played against those from ‘White’s to Woodroofe’s blocks’.
 Rarely, if ever, did men from dissimilar occupational backgrounds compete against each other. A further indication of the organization being brought into the sport was the formation of the Canadian Association of Baseball Players at Canada’s first baseball convention held in Hamilton at the time of the Provincial Exhibition, on 30 September 1864.
 Of course, this national designation was a misnomer; only southwestern Ontario teams were involved, although there were a few clubs in Victoria, BC, in 1863. The only evidence of clubs outside Ontario and British Columbia is in Montreal, where there was a baseball subsidiary of the Montreal Foot Ball Club in 1865, and in Halifax, where there were two clubs in 1867.


 ADVANCE \d 0By the end of the 1860s, community-rooted baseball teams were playing more and more inter- rather than intra-community games. For example, several Canadian teams placed quite well in the three categories (classes) of competition in an 1867 Detroit tournament.
 One of the most extensive reports of early Canadian baseball appeared in the Brampton Times on 3 July 1868 and described a contest between Streetsville and Brampton. The account—in a self-satisfied tone typical of newspapers of the time
—reveals a number of things about early baseball. The ludicrously uneven score in the five-inning game, 70-9, was quite common in an era when strikers (batters) could wait for their choice of pitches, when no player wore a glove (as the game increased in speed and the ball became more resilient, most players dusted rosin on their hands), and when fielders and infielders were usually quite inept at catching and throwing. ‘Fly catches’, or catching a fly ball, was not much practised, since a ball caught after the first bounce registered the same out. Streetsville used at least two American players in the contest and they were very likely ‘crack ballists’. The players were praised for their ‘gentlemanly bearing’—a moral expectation of the upper strata of athlete in most sports at the time—and this suggests either the desire to impose a measure of elite respectability on the working-class game, or that there were no fights among the players. The one umpire was an American, who probably stood behind the pitcher to make all calls in the game, a custom retained by baseball until well into the twentieth century, although some umpires gravitated to a place behind the catcher during the 1880s. Moral reformers were concerned about drinking and gambling and ‘rowdyism’ at baseball games in these early years, even in small towns like Ingersoll and Woodstock, Ontario.


 ADVANCE \d 0In 1864, Woodstock played Guelph, beginning a rivalry in which Guelph came out on top, becoming the leading baseball town of the 1870s. The Guelph Maple Leafs wore only their work clothes and a red maple leaf sewn onto their shirts, but within two years they had adopted a formal set of bylaws.
 Heated games between the two teams, with fights in the bleachers, were not uncommon. For example, on 4 August 1868 in Woodstock, ‘toughs’ from that town roamed the stands to provoke Guelph spectators and players. The lure of competitive baseball in southwestern Ontario seemed to outweigh its more sordid characteristics. Over the Dominion Day weekend in 1869, Woodstock hosted a three-day tournament, complete with substantial cash prizes derived from a $10 entrance fee to competing clubs and from subscriptions solicited from local businessmen. Some 5,000 people—at least a thousand in excess of Woodstock’s entire population—watched Ingersoll defeat Woodstock and Guelph clubs in the first-class competition.
 Not to be outdone by Woodstock, London, the metropolis of southwestern Ontario, one month later held a much larger three-day tournament, involving 11 teams from eight Ontario towns alongside the Provincial Exhibition. The Guelph team won and received $150 in gold.
 Nevertheless, disagreements over the rights to the prestigious Silver Ball trophy, emblematic of the so-called Canadian championship, reached the point of threatened legal action that year.
 These games began in earnest the fierce community rivalry/loyalty that has been so much a part of baseball to this day.


At the helm of Guelph’s rise to baseball dominance was entrepreneur George S. Sleeman (1841–1926). A prominent brewer during the 1860s and 1870s, he was civic-minded and absolutely committed to promoting and developing Guelph in any way possible. He was instrumental in the construction of the Guelph Opera House, brought the Provincial Fair[Is this the same as Provincial Exhibition?not sure, it was the terminology of the time; unlikely that it would not be the same] to Guelph, was the owner of the first street railway in the city, and eventually became mayor of Guelph for a six-year term.
 He was astute in recognizing the potential in baseball not only to enhance community spirit but to promote the city.

[PICTURE – photo from page 115 of text plus caption]

 ADVANCE \d 0Sleeman’s first contact with baseball was tied to the mid-sixties formation of his own factory team, the Silver Creeks. Games were held in the empty lot beside his brewery and Sleeman himself paid all expenses for equipment and road trips. His players were quite literally ‘home brews’. The Maple Leafs, of course, were by far the better team. When Sleeman, along with 3,000 others, accompanied the Leafs to Woodstock for the 1869 Canadian championship game, the expertly played and exciting contest (which the Leafs won) must have been a revelation to the businessman.
 He began to put money into the team and in the early seventies, when baseball clubs existed throughout Ontario,
 the Guelph Maple Leafs were acknowledged as the best team. The Leafs, with which the Silver Creeks had merged by 1873, were employing the tactic of hiring two American players. In an era when money in almost any other sport (except in professional rowing and the Scots’ Caledonian Games) was anathema to the conception of ‘true’ sport, Sleeman was investing in the Leafs, realizing that money was essential, indeed critical, to the maintenance of the game.


 ADVANCE \d 0In 1874 Sleeman was elected president of the Maple Leafs. One of the first things he did was to devise a set of club rules governing player behaviour in public.
 Fines that ranged from $5 to $25 were deterrents. The strategy was sound. Players were often praised for their ‘gentlemanly’ playing and bearing, both on and off the field. In June of 1874 Sleeman took the team at his own expense to Watertown, New York, for the ‘World’ semi-pro championship. The Leafs won and took the $450 first prize. They won the Silver Ball both that year and the next. Correctly anticipating that the reputation of the Leafs would attract other teams, players, and fans to come to Guelph, Sleeman built the Wellington Hotel near the baseball grounds.


 ADVANCE \d 0Sleeman worked hard to maintain Guelph’s baseball pre-eminence. The Sleeman Papers at the University of Guelph are files, five centimetres thick, of correspondence to and from Sleeman for 1876 and 1877, containing letters regarding match dates, travel rates, equipment purchases, and (most abundant) player recruitment. Clearly, Sleeman must have known that the continuing quality of his baseball product depended on the calibre of players. In that regard alone, Sleeman’s talent hunt was extraordinary. The Leafs’ prowess in 1874 and 1875 was well known and candidates for his team to wrote him from all over North America. For example, one such letter from the Sleeman collection reads, in part:

The St. Louis Red Sox manr [manager] want me to play with them next season but I don [sic] like to stay there so I thought I would write to you and let you know that I will play with your team next season of (6) months commencing the 15th of April until the 15th of October to be paid in equal payments the first of every month. If those figures suits [sic] you let me know immediately as I would like to have my contract signed as soon as possible for if I cannot make any terms I want to answer my other letters.

This was written on 16 November 1876 by T. Dolan of St Louis, Missouri. Similar letters came from Chicago, Brooklyn, Philadelphia, Ottawa, and many other places. Most correspondents were careful to praise their own talents. For example, on 25 August 1876 Mr Salisbury declared: ‘I pitch both the in curve and out, also rising and falling balls.’ Sleeman, who usually offered $l00 per month plus board and transportation to and from Guelph, almost single-handedly set in motion the commercial chain of events that compelled other communities and clubs to follow suit.


 ADVANCE \d 0On 7 April 1876, at the Walker House Hotel in Toronto, the Canadian Base Ball Association (CBBA) was formed at a convention held for that purpose.
 Sleeman was elected president of the five-team league. The London Tecumsehs, the Guelph Maple Leafs, the Toronto Clippers, the Hamilton Standards, and the Kingston St Lawrence each paid the required $10 fee to enter ‘championship’ play, to be composed of four games against every other team (each team would play 16 ‘championship’ games). The team achieving the greatest number of victories would be declared the winner. The CBBA copied the constitution and bylaws verbatim from the National Base Ball Association of the United States.
 A ‘Judiciary Committee’ of five members—the real power or functional executive of the CBBA—decided on all matters of dispute, awarded the ‘championship stream’ (pennant), and set the 25-cent admission to all championship games, with the visiting clubs to receive 40 per cent of the game’s cash receipts after expenses were deducted. Clearly, the injection of commercialism into the CBBA was inspired by Sleeman’s success with his semi-professional Guelph team.


 ADVANCE \d 0As for Sleeman himself, he remained heavily involved with the Leafs until the end of the 1877 season. His final baseball hurrah was his direction and promotion of a barnstorming tour by the Maple Leafs in 1886, a 54-game journey through Canada and the United States (as far away as Wheeling, West Virginia). For Sleeman and for baseball, the tour was highly successful. The Leafs won 47 games. On game nights, Guelph citizens swarmed around the telegraph offices to catch game reports. When the Leafs returned, 3,000 people gathered at the train station to greet them. This was the final tribute to Sleeman, who in a few years had not only masterminded the rise to international success of the Leafs but made an imprint on baseball in general by helping to found the CBBA.


 ADVANCE \d 0Between the mid-1850s and 1876, baseball’s thread of development stretched from Hamilton to Woodstock to Guelph and then to London, which had a team as early as 1856. The London and Forest City clubs amalgamated in 1868 to form the Tecumseh Club (named after the Tecumseh Hotel in London where the 1868 club was formed), which by 1876 was one of the best-known teams in North America, playing serious professional baseball by American rules and with American players.
 The real force behind the Tecumsehs was Jacob Lewis ‘Angel’ Englehart. Only 29 years of age[When—1868 or 1876?in 1876], Englehart ran his own petroleum producing and refining company. By 1880, he was vice-president of the Imperial Oil Company, and his personal net worth was estimated at around $100,000.
 With the formation of the CBBA in April 1876 London’s oil baron set out to run the Tecumseh club in a businesslike manner. Its executive body was a grade up the social hierarchy from the early organizers of Canadian baseball and bespoke an advancement in managerial sophistication beyond the one-man-rules and style of earlier times. Forty per cent of the 129 officers of the CBBA itself were white-collar workers and another 27 per cent were of the mercantile class (shopkeepers and hotel owners). Interestingly, 12 of the 129 CBBA personnel were existing or future mayors.
 Englehart, then, represented the movement towards baseball organizers who were small manufacturers and/or local businessmen—an entrepreneurial orientation comprising a more broadly based group than the established businessmen and professionals who controlled major amateur sport organizations during the last third of the nineteenth century.


 ADVANCE \d 0Londoners were showered with top-notch baseball games in 1876. In addition to the series games, the Tecumsehs played 36 exhibition games against a variety of American teams, winning 31 of these games, strong evidence of their high quality. Londoners attended games held locally in crowds ranging from 2,000 to 6,000, proof positive to Englehart and others of the potential market for professional baseball. When Ed Moore, treasurer of the Tecumseh organization, umpired the third game of the London–Guelph 1876 series, he apparently bet on the Tecumsehs with a friend, the winner of the bet to receive a box of cigars. The Tecumsehs were indeed victorious, but Sleeman protested the result to the CBBA judiciary committee, which upheld the protest and declared the contest null and void.
 The Toronto Globe was quick to forecast doom for baseball:

There seems to be a good deal of feeling manifested on both sides, each club accusing the other of having professional players engaged, and neither of them giving the charge a direct denial. That there should be any foundation for such charges is having a disastrous effect upon the popularity of Base Ball; for when it begins to lose the character of a genuine amateur amusement . . . and partakes of the nature of a speculation in the engagement of mercenaries, and as a game for gamblers, its sordid side is sure to extinguish whatever favour it may have possessed, at least in the eyes of the Canadian public.

The journalist was obviously influenced by the conservative British ideals of amateurism and proper moral behaviour so well entrenched in most Canadian sports emerging during the 1870s. However, baseball was heavily influenced by American forces, Canadian local entrepreneurs, and rural communities, not by British tradition or by large urban sporting configurations (such as the MAAA).

[PICTURE PA-031482, caption 1871 Tecumseh Park, London Tecumsehs vs Syracuse Stars]

 ADVANCE \d 0In February 1877, the Tecumseh and Guelph organizations decided to join the International Base Ball Association (IBBA), comprised of the two ‘Canadian’ entries and five strong American teams: the Alleghenys, Live Oaks, Ohio Buckeyes, Manchester, and Rochester. The Tecumseh executive raised subscriptions to build Tecumseh Park (now Labatt Park) on the outskirts of London and brought in five new American players, retaining five from the 1876 team. At the start of each Tecumseh season (from 1876 to 1878), the London papers printed the name, playing position, height, and weight of each of the players. Since home runs were rare in an era of a dead or heavy ball (made with less India rubber than in the 1850s or 1860s), the intent was probably to introduce the hired ‘meat-on-the-hoof’ and, by extension, to imply athletic prowess by height and weight information. Numerous pictures of baseball teams of the 1870s reveal sturdy players, almost all of whom wore full moustaches. The most important ingredient of a successful baseball team was not the players’ size but the ‘battery’, that is, the pitcher and the catcher. In 1877, crowds were drawn in great numbers and were rewarded by high drama and high-quality baseball. The Tecumsehs, after 47 wins, 26 losses, and 7 ties, played in the final game of the IBBA championship, a crowd-thrilling one, against the Alleghenys in London on 3 October 1877. Englehart’s team emerged victorious, giving rise to the notion that a ‘Canadian’ team had beaten the Americans at their own game.


 ADVANCE \d 0Correspondence in the Sleeman Papers reveals that the Tecumseh executive, which remained virtually unchanged over the three-year period, administered the club meticulously as a business whose product was high-quality baseball. Their avowed aim was not to make a profit; rather, they sought to promote the sport, along with the London community. Their sophistication was reflected in their stationery, which carried the name Tecumseh Base Ball Club in script; flanking it in the top left corner was a finely sketched naked torso of a North American Indian (their idea of Tecumseh?) in hunting pose and surrounded by trees. Nevertheless, London’s inflated baseball bubble had burst by mid-July 1878. The Tecumsehs were not as dominant and the crowd size diminished. Moreover, there was widespread belief that the Tecumsehs threw a game against the Syracuse Stars in early July.
 Even the suspicion of fraud is unacceptable in both sport and business. Tecumseh game attendance waned and when in mid-August it was clear the Tecumsehs could not win the series, a fickle executive, led by Englehart, ‘resolved that the nine be paid off on Saturday and released from their engagement.’
 This was done and the team folded. Professional baseball in a small town or city, without the protection of an umbrella organization, was a fragile thing and remained so whenever high-calibre baseball was embarked upon.
<A>National Diffusion
 ADVANCE \d 0From the late 1870s onward, baseball’s diffusion throughout Canada at all levels—from spontaneous games and informal play to elite professionalism—was phenomenal. Top athletes in the sport, normally American imports, were called ‘ballists’. Although Canadian newspapers focused on American major league baseball between 1880 and 1884, baseball matches were prevalent in Victoria and New Westminster, often against clubs from the state of Washington, and inter-town matches were being played among Halifax, Saint John, Moncton, Truro, and Pictou. Unlike most Canadian team sports and forms of competition, Canadian baseball was structured on a north–south basis. That is, it continued to look to the United States for all levels of competition and for players in semi-professional and professional leagues until well into the twentieth century.
 The American influence that pervaded the sport in Canada was therefore its most stabilizing influence. Although teams and leagues in the 1880s and 1890s may have appeared, disappeared, and in some cases reappeared, this pattern was not baseball’s ‘malady’, as one sport historian implies.
 Rather, it was how baseball survived. Its tide never ceased in Canada.


 ADVANCE \d 0In the mid-1870s, there were six teams in the Saint John Baseball Association in New Brunswick for which most players practised at 5:30 a.m. in order to be at work by 7:00.
 When the great fire of Saint John occurred in 1877, baseball died out for two years owing to both the destruction of the city and the fact that many of the ballplayers moved west to look for jobs. In the early 1880s, the Saint John Cricket Club was active, and baseball bounced back in 1884. In that era, children made their own baseballs, ‘centred on the nose of a sturgeon and covered with yarn’.
 A tremendous rivalry developed between the team of the Protestant Saint John Athletic Association and the Shamrocks, and high-calibre baseball resulted. Up to 2,000 fans attended games between the two teams, a demonstration of support that led to the formation and two-year existence of the professional New Brunswick Base Ball League, beginning in 1888. Moncton and Fredericton completed the four-team league.


Both Saint John clubs recruited heavily in Maine and Massachusetts for American players. American college students, especially good ‘batteries’, were financially induced to spend the summer in New Brunswick and play ‘Canadian’ baseball under aliases in order to protect their amateur status south of the border.
 In 1890, Moncton had only three Canadians on its team.
 With the professional treadmill set in motion, baseball became a fact of civic and spectator interest. Housewives, doctors, clerks, lumbermen, merchants, and fishermen could be seen sitting in the grandstand or standing along the sidelines.
 Moreover, the CPR Telegraph Company erected a scoreboard at the corner of King and Germain streets in Saint John for the benefit of those who could not get into the game. During games, the corner was a veritable hive of betting activity. Inevitably the question arose: which was the best baseball team in the Maritimes? To decide the issue, the Saint Johns met the Halifax Atlantas in a three-game series that lasted only one game because it was determined that the umpire had been ‘bought off’ by the Atlantas. This scandal created ill feeling between the two municipalities for some time; but for baseball it was just part of the perpetually repeated evolutionary process. When the Shamrock fans got out of control in an 1890s contest against the Saint Johns, the latter team withdrew from the league and Moncton followed suit, owing to the same financial difficulties that plagued the weaker teams in Ontario’s CBBA 1876 series.


 ADVANCE \d 0Between 1890 and 1905 Saint John retreated to ‘amateur’ baseball—amateur in the sense that the inclusion of paid players was not declared, just known. The best intercity teams were the Roses, Starlights, Gashouse, YMCA, Strawberries, and Alerts. The Alerts and the Roses were notorious throughout the 1890s for bringing in paid American batteries, but since there was no amateur affiliation or governance, the practice was regarded as part of baseball. A good local pitcher like Jim Whelly of the Alerts in the 1890s often came home with his hat full of silver dollars. The contests between teams were usually played for $100 a side as well as 75 per cent of the gate receipts. As elsewhere, money was a necessity in the Maritimes for the survival of good teams and leagues.
 The Halifax Orients even travelled with a theatrical group, using performance receipts to cover expenses. Several leagues folded in Halifax over lack of financing. Although baseball on Prince Edward Island was insulated from intercity competition with other Maritime locales, it took root mainly in the rural communities of Pisquid, Tracadie, Peakes Station, Roseneath, Stanhope, and Baldwin’s Road during the 1890s. In the same decade there was a strong network of intra-city contests in Charlottetown.
 


 ADVANCE \d 11In the western provinces and territories, baseball teams had a fledgling existence in the 1870s. By the early 1880s lacrosse was the favoured summer sport in Manitoba, and soccer and rugby had a greater following than baseball. In 1885, the three best baseball clubs in Winnipeg—the CPR, the Metropolitans, and the Hotelkeepers (financed by hotel proprietors)—actively recruited the best players in the province and gave them good jobs in return for baseball service. But each team inevitably began to import salaried players, usually batteries, from the United States to remain competitive and financially viable in the Winnipeg Base Ball League.


 ADVANCE \d 0Fuelled by the Winnipeg newspapers’ extensive coverage of all North American professional leagues—one hotel even offered daily telegraphed reports of games on the continent—Winnipeggers were said to be suffering from baseball mania in 1886. All kinds of groups in the city, such as printers, civil servants, and lawyers, formed baseball teams for sheer enjoyment. The three-team Manitoba Baseball League of 1886 was at the top of the baseball echelon and enjoyed the status of being the first professional sport league on the Prairies. Games typically drew 10 per cent of the city’s population of 20,000. However, by the late summer of 1886, baseball began to fall into disrepute over betting. Open gambling on the final score, margin of victory, hits by various players, and total game score—of which the umpire might have pre-game knowledge—raised public concern, which increased when collusion by players to fix outcomes was suspected. Attendance declined, teams disbanded, and the league collapsed. A tournament style of baseball prevailed for the next 16 years. In 1902, Winnipeg obtained a franchise in a North Dakota and Minnesota professional league and the city’s baseball fans absorbed the quality games along with the misfortunes of financial difficulties, corruption, and occasional rough play until World War I.
 


 ADVANCE \d 0From the late 1880s until the First World War, many prairie cities and towns had baseball teams at all levels up to the tournament format (on weekends and holidays). Lethbridge, Wiste, Medicine Hat, Sturgeon, and Edmonton all generated the same civic pride in baseball prowess.
 Consider the recollections of one prairie pioneer, circa 1910:

Everything in them days you could say was baseball. Every town would have a pasture with a chicken wire backstop, and when you was gonna have a game you’d chase the town cows off it and scrape up the cow plops and that was about it. Town teams always played town teams. Like there would be a town down the line and they’d wire us they’d be up on a Saturday afternoon. It was baseball in them days too, good ball. There was none of this spares business and four or five pitchers. Not then. If your pitcher had a sore arm, well maybe he’d trade off with the shortstop and the shortstop would pitch that game and so it went.


 ADVANCE \d 7In Quebec’s Eastern Townships, baseball flourished after the turn of the century
 and French-Canadian rural communities promoted the game through schools, churches, and challenge tournaments.
 Though Montreal was an early centre of amateur sport, notably lacrosse and rugby football, baseball was for a time resisted there. This was perhaps logical, given the game’s informal structure linked to commercial adventures in gambling and player imports, and its professional tendencies. Nevertheless, the Montreal Base Ball Club (affiliated with the prestigious MAAA) competed in an 1886 and 1887 league made up of the Beavers, the Gordons, and the Clippers until the Gordons resigned to try professional baseball (unsuccessfully).


 ADVANCE \d 0In Ontario, baseball blossomed in the 1880s and 1890s. At the grassroots level, village networks were thriving: Burnamthorpe, Caledon, Cheltenham, Churchville, Ebenezer, Forks of the Credit, Malton, Palgrave, Stanley Mills, Terra Cotta,
 and many other communities carried on the rural traditions of baseball with games on civic holidays and with challenge and tournament formats. At the same time, ‘ringers’ playing under aliases (top-flight players brought in from outside) and loaded baseball bats were common at the elite levels of the sport, but so was tremendous fan support. For example, the Alton Aetnas were one of the best teams in the province from 1893 to 1907. Formed in 1875 by Samuel Barber, a carriage-maker and blacksmith, and J.F. Holden, a druggist and station master, the Aetnas attracted rural fans within a 30-kilometre radius:

Wherever the team travelled, there, too, went its supporters. Farmers of the surrounding district forsook their ploughs, mechanics in the village laid down their tools, Alton men and women alike donned their Sunday best, and went out to cheer their Aetnas, at home or abroad.
 

‘Abroad’ implied an invitation from Owen Sound to play at that centre’s Railroad Conductors’ Picnic in 1893. Public subscriptions from Alton residents were used to make up the $100 wagers on games, such as one with Orangeville for which local carriage-maker Sam Boggs in 1897 used his traction threshing engine to pull three farm wagons, covered with tarpaulins and decorated with humorous signs, to Erin. It was a community-driven promotional [?] stunt and typified the popularity and festive atmosphere of late-nineteenth-century baseball.

The attractions of the game at holiday gatherings organized by churches, schools, local business entrepreneurs, and small civic-based institutions were just not strong enough to ensure the development of professional baseball throughout Canada. While most towns flirted with commercial or professional practices, only the largest urban centres—Toronto, Montreal, Winnipeg, Victoria, and Vancouver—had large enough populations to sustain clubs during both winning and losing seasons.
 In Toronto, and later in Montreal, pro baseball became viable and tremendously popular, beginning in 1885.


 ADVANCE \d 0In that year, five prominent Toronto citizens—Deputy Police Chief Stark, Peter Ryan, E. Strachan Cox, William Macpherson, and Thomas Hunter—met at the Rossin House to form the executive of the Toronto Base Ball Club.
 They formed a joint stock company, paid out $4,200 in salaries, grossed $8,500 in receipts, and at the end of the season placed third behind Hamilton and London in the Canadian Baseball League, of which Guelph was a fourth member. (The league’s name was a misnomer typical of central Canadian sport organizers.) The following season (1886), the Torontos moved baseball into the realm of commercial entertainment by joining with the powerful International League of the United States. With this it remained, in spite of some name changes and one five-year absence in the 1890s, until 1967. Sunlight Park, Toronto’s first baseball-specific facility, was completed in 1886 for $7,000 on eight acres of land south of Queen Street East, adjacent to the Don River. All 2,000 seats were cushioned, armed, and backed, and the grandstand was covered.
 Over the next few years, the Toronto press gilded the pro-team athletes with nicknames. W.W. ‘Peekaboo’ Veach, ‘Daisy’ Davis, Bob ‘The Wig’ Emslie, and Ned ‘Cannonball’ Crane (arguably one of the fastest pitchers in baseball at the time) became household names in the late 1880s, strengthening the popularity of baseball in the process. Toronto won the 1887 International League championships.


 ADVANCE \d 0When teams in the International League began jumping from one league to another, the Torontos retreated to quasi-amateur baseball from 1890 to 1895. (Meanwhile, strictly amateur baseball in Ontario at the senior, intermediate, and junior levels was prospering.)
 In 1896, Toronto joined seven American teams in the Eastern League. The next year the team moved into the new Hanlan’s Point Stadium on Toronto Island. Lol Soloman owned a restaurant on the island, as well as the Toronto Ferry Company, which purchased the Toronto franchise to lure the people over to the island. In the same year, Montreal was able to buy the Rochester franchise in the Eastern League. A Canadian baseball great, ‘Tip’ (James Edward) O’Neill (1858–1915), who played with Woodstock before beginning a memorable 10-year career in St Louis that included nearly 1,400 hits and 52 home-runs, was president of the league. In 1898, the popular Montreal Royals were organized. Playing in the newly built stadium in Atwater Park, they won the pennant the first year. (They lasted, in this incarnation, until World War I.) Thus, by the turn of the century, viable professional baseball had arrived in Canada’s two principal metropolitan centres, in spite of conservative amateur ideas such as those expressed in Saturday Night in 1895:

The true nature of professional baseball is well shown in the present relation held by Toronto to the Eastern League. There is not a Toronto man, or even a Canadian, in the whole aggregation of game-losers wearing the Toronto colours; the manager of the club is Mr. Chapman of Rochester, and the money that floats the venture is Buffalo money.

This observation, deriding the by now accepted high American component of Canadian teams, was rooted both in outdated amateur ideals and in the reality of the advent of commercial baseball. Professional baseball was becoming permanently established in Toronto. The Canadian delirium for the game in general, and for professional baseball in particular, was looming.
<A>The Boom Years of Baseball, 1900–1920
 ADVANCE \d 0Between 1900 and 1920 baseball was easily Canada’s most popular sport.
 Even in Quebec the game spread via the league system of competition among anglophones in urban areas. French Canadians, who were playing in small colleges in Montreal and Trois-Rivières in the 1870s and 1880s, adopted the challenge and tournament format of the game. Newfoundlanders took up the game some time around 1913 when the St John’s Amateur Base Ball League was formed at the instigation of the employees of the Imperial Tobacco Company, the Bank of Montreal, and the Reid-Newfoundland Railway. When Imperial Tobacco’s vice-president, G.G. Allen, donated a silver cup for championship play that year, baseball games were a natural activity for the Wednesday afternoon commercial half-holidays.
 Such leagues featuring industrial sponsorship were a major component of baseball across Canada during its golden years, but in Newfoundland World War I stymied it, and it never really took root there again. 

 ADVANCE \d 0In the Maritimes and the West semi-professional leagues continued to flourish and abate. On Prince Edward Island strong junior, intermediate, and senior city leagues were in full swing in Charlottetown and Summerside. These tiers eventually enabled the organization of an Island Championship Series and Maritime play-downs between 1925 and 1935, although PEI teams seldom performed well in the regional championship.
 The New Brunswick-Maine League of pro ball enjoyed two years of financial success, beginning in 1911, but fan support, the league, and the sport itself dwindled during World War I. Revived in the 1920s, New Brunswick baseball went through the intercity, semi-professional, professional, amateur cycle repeatedly in the twenties and thirties.
 Nova Scotia teams, by contrast—at least those from Halifax, Yarmouth, and Springhill (the renowned ‘Fencebusters’)—were very strong and attracted 5,000 fans at Halifax for games against New England teams in the hope that the Bluenosers could ‘lay a whuppin’ on American teams.
 In Cape Breton, where baseball had been avidly played in the coal-mining towns of Sydney, Sydney Mines, Glace Bay, and New Waterford, among other places, since the early years of the century, the all-Canadian Colliery League had a short but remarkable existence in the 1930s. When the league turned professional in 1937 the games, players, and feats of the Glace Bay Miners, the Steel City team of Sydney, and the New Waterford Dodgers became famous throughout the Maritimes and in New England. World War II brought it to an end.


 ADVANCE \d 0The Western Canada League was formed in Alberta in 1906, and in Saskatchewan high-calibre teams with intriguing names like the Saskatoon Quakers and the Regina Bonepilers were popular.
 Between 1910 and 1915, railway travel expenses in the western provinces—even in the north–south direction of competitions—plagued commercial baseball development. Curtailed even further by war, western baseball was promoted by countless tournaments at the grassroots level and by barnstorming tours of good American and Canadian teams. Westerners even tried to formalize gambling pools, but they were closed down in 1923 by the Manitoba Court of Appeal. During the 1920s, tournaments in the West were sponsored by rummage sales and merchants in order to offer $1,000 prizes.


 ADVANCE \d 0From Manitoba to British Columbia—where baseball was at a feverish pitch with 60 teams in Vancouver’s Sunday school baseball league—strictly amateur baseball was very popular in the first 20 years of the century. Twilight leagues were formed in several centres as early as 1908, while the Sunday school leagues were strongly supported and well organized in Edmonton, Calgary, and New Westminster, as well as in Vancouver.
 YMCAs also provided baseball leadership and facilities across the West (and across Canada). At senior and other levels the sport was greatly curtailed by the war, although many exhibition matches raised money for the Red Cross. Military baseball leagues kept the sport alive at the grassroots level, while professional leagues like the International League carried on with business as usual.
 Professional franchises, however, like the Toronto Maple Leafs (formerly the Toronto Baseball Club), were shrewd in portraying the patriotism revered during the war years. The Toronto Globe carried a large photograph of the Maple Leafs taking rifle practice in their baseball uniforms.
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 ADVANCE \d 0Such propaganda was only the tip of the media iceberg during baseball’s ‘golden era’ in Canada. The country was literally saturated with game coverage. With nationwide baseball activities being stimulated by more and more American college imports, barnstorming teams, and international leagues, Canada’s other summer sport, lacrosse, was deprived of playing and spectator interest as baseball skyrocketed. The massive expansion of baseball at all levels and the involvement of so many teams, leagues, and American interests can only be understood against the backdrop of press influence. The major newspapers in Canada, from Halifax to Vancouver, show that baseball in 1915 ranked first in percentage coverage of all other sports. Furthermore, 50 per cent of the baseball coverage in the same papers between 1885 and 1915 was concerned specifically with American leagues, especially major leagues.
 The frequency and prominence of newspaper coverage of predominantly American league baseball in the Canadian press outranked even that of hockey in Halifax, Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, and Vancouver between 1927 and 1935. Even though the National Hockey League was booming in these years, and in 1928 and 1932 Canadian teams won Olympic gold medals, press coverage still favoured American professional baseball.


And it was during the years of World War I and the decades immediately following the war that women’s softball became so popular. Factory-sponsored teams and church and youth organizations, among others, provided rational recreation in a variety of sports, like softball, for working-class women.
 Early softball leagues for women were founded in Toronto by such leaders as Mabel Ray and Alexandrine Gibb. Companies like Eaton’s in Toronto and the Hudson’s Bay Company in the West sponsored a variety of sports for female employees, including softball.
 During the 1920s and 1930s, women’s industrial leagues in softball flourished, as did many other levels of the game, all part of major changes in sport and society (see Chapter 7) that served to support women playing sport at all levels. As with men’s sport promotion and organization, Toronto seemed to be a hub for women’s softball development fuelled by zealous sportswriters, such as Phyllis Griffiths, Alexandrine Gibb, and Bobby Rosenfeld, who campaigned for women’s involvement in sport through major Canadian newspaper sports columns.
<A>Toronto and Montreal: Major League Baseball
 ADVANCE \d 0At the hub of Canadian sport in general, and Canadian baseball in particular, was Toronto and its vaunted professional baseball team. Between 1900 and 1910 it played in three different parks and changed ownership twice. In 1900, 52 Toronto businessmen spearheaded by Ed Mack, a tailor, Jes Applegath, a hatter, and Thomas Soole, a printer, paid $8,000 to the Toronto Ferry Company to buy the Toronto franchise and move from the Hanlan’s Point park to another park, given the name Diamond Park, on Fraser Avenue, east of Dufferin and south of King Street West.
 As well as continuing the importation of American players, the executive brought Edward Grant Barrow from the US as manager for a salary of $1,500, plus $300 if the team finished second or first.
 Barrow was the creative genius behind the building of the New York Yankee dynasty of the twenties, thirties, and forties.


 ADVANCE \d 0Torontonians flocked to games motivated by publicity extravaganzas and lured by the aura of baseball culture. On the opening day of the 190l season, 13 tallyhos (horse-drawn carriages) formed a parade to transport players in uniform, sportswriters, and equipment led by the Queen’s Own Rifles along Simcoe, King, Yonge, and Queen streets before thousands of spectators, until the entourage stopped in front of the then new City Hall for speeches and introductions. 


By 1906, the Toronto franchise was worth $25,000. The team returned to Toronto Island in 1908, but a fire destroyed the stadium in 1909 and it was back to Diamond Park until a new 18,000-seat stadium, Maple Leaf Park, was built at Hanlan’s Point. (This is where 19-year-old Babe Ruth, a pitcher for the minor-league Providence Grays, on Labour Day, 5 September 1914, struck his first professional home run, against the Torontos.) Bags of peanuts by the thousands were sold at the games in pre-hotdog days. This was a time when players were not above physically attacking umpires (for which appropriate fines were levied), incidents that could not help but excite spectators. A rowdy atmosphere infested the games, which on 4 August 1906 was deplored in Saturday Night:
In the first instance the visiting Rochester players made their exit from the grounds in the most approved theatrical style, that is, amid a shower of mud, stones and other more malodorous missiles [rotten cabbages], hurled by the riff raff of hoodlums who, somehow or other, form the entourage of baseball and baseball players.

Nevertheless, in 1908, Saturday Night reported in its issue of 16 May that the ‘true fan’ goes to the game every afternoon during the season, ‘his mind quite controlled by sheer adoration of baseball’ and the ‘mere finance and travail of toil may go hang for all of him while the season lasts.’


Fans in Toronto (and Canada) became riveted on the game when the first news of major league baseball was leaked in one small corner of the sports page in the dead of winter, and reports gradually included rumours of trades, player injuries, and pennant hopes, grew into larger articles on training camps in the southern United States, and then full pages were devoted to major league coverage. Press reports were not banal items but, rather, were written in a lingo that satisfyingly cocooned baseball fans in their own cotton-wool world of the sport: ‘So the Cincy [Cincinnati] push dodged the hook and went away from that place with two notches in their tally stick.’
 In Toronto, a simple ‘Out at first!’ in 1909 could engender more discussion, it was said, than the election of an Anglican bishop or a dispute over the earlier chapters of Genesis.
 Even W.A. Hewitt, of the Ontario Hockey Association and a guardian of the amateur principle, travelled with the Torontos. He once purchased with Tommy Ryan (the Canadian inventor of five-pin bowling and founder of the Miss Toronto Beauty Contest) the ‘Paragon Score Board’, which was operated at Shea’s Theatre, the Star Theatre, and Massey Music Hall during the World Series games. A telegraph agent and announcer received the reports and dramatized the games on an electric board whose lights indicated balls and strikes, runners on base, and when balls were hit and where they landed. Capacity crowds filled these theatres until rental costs became prohibitive.


The combination of commercialism, pastoral afternoons at the park, and rabid fans enhanced the excitement of the game itself. Torontonians left work early on Wednesday afternoons or ventured out early on Saturday mornings, eventually to fight their way out of the streetcars and across the railway tracks to the docks to board the ferries to Toronto Island. Waves of spectators, laden with hampers of food, were unloaded at Hanlan’s Point to line up for tickets, tour the sideshows, ride the merry-go-round or roller coaster, or go through the ‘Tunnel of Love,’ and maybe even take in the vaudeville acts at the outdoor theatre before going to see the game. Once inside the stadium, the hypnotized fan yielded to the environment of baseball in a way that people not interested in the sport find difficult to understand:

Once you are there you are caught in the maelstrom of baseball emotion. You enter into the mob-spirit of yourself. You act like one of your antediluvian ancestors. It is all you can do to keep from climbing up into the rafters, hanging by one foot, and spitting at the umpire. Your manner of eating peanuts isn’t entirely human. And the things you shriek at the respectable middle-aged official who prevails over the plate. And all because of what a number of American gentlemen do to a horsehide American ball with bats made in Chicago or Philadelphia.

This was Saturday Night, again, venting its sarcasm against the Americanization of Canadian baseball in 1912. But of course no one cared. Baseball was public theatre in Toronto, as elsewhere, and the involvement was total.
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The Montreal Royals were revived in 1928 when the Syracuse franchise in the International League was acquired by Althanase David and Ernest Savard. They played in the new 22,000-seat Delormier Downs stadium. A few years later, in 1931, the Royals, and the stadium, ran into financial trouble. They were saved by three investors (one of them was Pierre Elliott Trudeau’s father, Charles-Emile Trudeau) and went on to many successes. Until they were dissolved in 1961, the Royals won seven International League pennants, and in 1946 and 1948 they won both the pennant and the Little World Series. In 1945 an event occurred that put the Royals into the historical limelight. This was the hiring of Jackie Robinson.
 The Royals club had been bought by the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1944 and was Brooklyn’s top farm team when its general manager, Branch Rickey, assigned Robinson to the Royals in 1945 as part of a scheme to launch him as the first black player in the major leagues.


 ADVANCE \d 0Many black players of exceptional skill played baseball in Canada in the last decades of the nineteenth century, but sadly met with immediate hostility.
 (In the United States, where the hostility was greater, all-black teams were formed.) Bud Fowler (b. 1854), an American, played briefly for Guelph in 1881, but in spite of his obvious ability he was soon released. The Guelph Herald reported:

We regret that some members of the Maple Leafs are ill-natured enough to object to the colored pitcher Fowler. He is one of the best pitchers on the continent of America and it would be greatly to the interest of the Maple Leaf team if he were re-instated. . . . He has forgotten more about baseball than the present team ever knew and he could teach them many points in the game. We are glad, however, to find that it is only a few in the team who have done so.

Canadian-born Jimmy Claxton (b. 1892) left Canada as a child and achieved prominence with the Oakland Oaks, of the Pacific Coast League, and never returned. Ollie Johnson, born in Oakville, Ontario, played with the Cuban Giants, a black team based in Buffalo; though he returned to Oakville and died there in 1977, he never played baseball there. Hamilton-born Bill ‘Hippo’ Galloway joined the Woodstock team in 1899 but prejudice eventually led him to leave the country and join the Cuban Giants. For many years black players were seen in Canada only on all-black teams playing against all-white teams. A breakthrough in integration occurred in Montreal with the Quebec Provincial League, which began in 1935, with Alfred Wilson, who played for one season as pitcher and outfielder. For two years, 1936 and 1937, an all-black team, the Black Panthers, made up mostly of American southerners, played in Montreal. The atmosphere there of semi-tolerance—players could live wherever they liked—probably influenced Robinson’s placement with the Royals. When he arrived in Montreal he felt he was accepted. But when the Royals played in Louisville in the Little World Series, spectators shouted, ‘Go back to Canada, black boy!’ On his return to Montreal:

We discovered that the Canadians were up in arms over the way I had been treated. Greeting us warmly, they let us know how they felt. . . . All through that first game, they booed every time a Louisville player came out of the dugout. I didn’t approve of this kind of retaliation, but I felt a jubilant sense of gratitude for the way the Canadians expressed their feelings.
 

When the Royals won the Little World Series, Robinson was mobbed as a hero. The adulation prompted an American reporter to make the following often-quoted observation: ‘It was probably the only day in history that a black man ran from a white mob with love, instead of lynching, on its mind.’ Robinson played his first game for the Dodgers, as first baseman, on 15 April 1947. (Roy Campanella followed Robinson with the Royals in 1947 before he, too, joined the Dodgers.) Some 20 years later, a Canadian-born black player, Ferguson (‘Fergie’) Jenkins (b. 1943) began his spectacular climb to the top. From the late sixties to 1983 he was pitcher for the Texas Rangers, the Boston Red Sox, and the Chicago Cubs, pitching 284 wins, 3,192 strikeouts, and attaining a major league record by a pitcher of 363 putouts. He won the Lou Marsh Trophy in 1974, was Canadian male athlete of the year four times, and was elected to the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame in 1987.


 ADVANCE \d 0In the early 1920s, the Toronto Baseball Club wanted a new stadium on the mainland for the Maple Leafs, who were playing in the International League, and plans for a War Memorial Stadium on Fleet Street were drawn up in March 1922.
 It was to be paid for by the city and the cost was estimated at $400,000, which was cut back to $150,000. It was an issue in the civic elections of 1 January 1923 and was voted down as being too expensive (the estimated cost had risen to $263,000). In 1924 the Toronto Harbour Commission, an agency of the federal government formed to develop harbour lands, asked for a grant of land on the same site. The Commission was responding to renewed pressure from the club for a stadium and considering that it would be a money-making proposition. Plans for a poured-concrete building were drawn up by Chapman, Oxley, and Bishop—the architects of several major Toronto buildings (including that of the Harbour Commission)—and Maple Leaf Stadium opened on Fleet Street in 1926. Costing $300,000 and seating 17,500, it was the most up-to-date stadium in the minor leagues. In that first year 220,000 fans watched the Leafs play.


 ADVANCE \d 0In the 1930s, baseball had a rocky history in Toronto.
 Maple Leaf Stadium was not near public transport, and while the opening games were well attended, spectator interest declined in the summer. In 1931, the club, which was responsible for taxes and rent, fell behind in payments and lost control of the stadium to the Harbour Commission. The first night game, against Rochester, was on 28 June 1934, and did not begin until it was dark, which meant 10 o’clock, and because the floodlights seemed to slow the play down, it did not end until 1 a.m. The crowd was not pleased, although there was jubilation over Ike Boon’s hitting a homer for the Leafs. The dismal record of the Leafs in the thirties ended with their taking last place. (Seven of the team’s players and managers over the years were elected to the International League Hall of Fame.) But games continued during the war, in spite of the fact that most of the younger players were in the services.


The Leafs won their eighth league pennant in 1943 and there were many notable players in the forties: pitchers Luke ‘Hot Potato’ Hamlin, who retired at the end of the 1948 season with a 91–58 won-lost record, Burleigh Grimes, Nick ‘Jumbo’ Strincevich, Dick Conger, and Tom Ananicz; hitters Ed Sanicki and Bill Glynn; catchers Gene Desautels and Stan Lopata, and a great many more, some of whom graduated to the majors. During the war, over a quarter of a million troops were allowed into the stadium free as guests of the Maple Leaf Baseball Club.


 ADVANCE \d 0The next decade has been called the Leafs’ Fabulous Fifties because Jack Kent Cooke assumed ownership, and not only bought top-flight players but introduced innovations that grabbed the attention of post-war Torontonians who wanted to be entertained. Sunday baseball was introduced. Fireworks, music, stunts, and entertainers drew huge crowds and the Leafs soared. For example, in 1954 they won 97 games. The most valuable player that year was Elston Howard, whom Cooke had borrowed from the New York Yankees; he hit a homer in his first game. Among the large array of star players Cooke acquired were hitters Mike Goliat, Lew Morton, Rocky Nelson; pitchers Lynn Lovenguth, Don Johnson, and Eddie Blake; and catcher Andy Anderson. The Leafs won the pennant again in 1956 (8–7 against Rochester) when Ed Stevens scored the winning run on a hit by Hector Rodriguez.


The Leafs entered their final decade in the sixties. Cooke left Canada in 1961 and oversaw the team’s activities, and the club’s losses, from California. No player captured public interest—players seemed to come and go without making names for themselves—and attendance at games decreased. In 1964, Cooke sold his interest in the Leafs to a group headed by Robert Lawson Hunter and Sam Starr, and a new organization, Toronto (Community) Baseball Ltd, evolved. This lasted only until 1967. On 4 September, when the Leafs played their final game, only 802 spectators watched them lose, 7–2, to Rochester. The end came at a meeting of the International League in Cleveland on 17 October 1967. The club was sold and the stadium was demolished the next February. Cooke had longed to enter the major leagues but was discouraged by the high cost of doing so. A Canadian team did not accomplish this until 1969, and it happened not in Toronto but in Montreal, when a new team, the Montreal Expos, partly owned by Charles Bronfman, was admitted to the National League. The Expos played their first game on 9 April 1969 at New York’s Shea Stadium, beating the Mets 11–10. On 14 April they played their first Montreal game in Parc Jarry, where Mack Jones hit the first homer and they beat the St Louis Cardinals 8–7. They remained in Parc Jarry until 1977, the year they moved to the new 60,000-seat Olympic Stadium and achieved their first winning season. (The unpopular stadium—the Big O—made headlines because its cost hit reached the financial ‘stratosphere’: $1.2 billion.) The Expos quickly earned a huge following and sparked a revival of national interest in baseball. Between 1979 and 1983, they had the best overall winning percentage in the National League (.548) and in 1987 they finished only four games out of first place. Sadly for the continuance of professional baseball in Canada, the Montreal franchise is being moved to Washington starting in the 2005 season. The major reason is the ever-present problem in most Canadian professional sport enterprises, too small a population base to support big league sporting franchises consistently.

It took a while for Toronto to catch up with Montreal by acquiring a major league team of its own. The Toronto Blue Jays—formed by Imperial Trust Ltd, Labatt’s Breweries, and the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce—were admitted to the American League and began to play in Toronto’s CNE Stadium, which was renovated for them, on a snowy day in April 1977. After a very slow start they had their first winning season in 1983, for a fourth-place finish. The Blue Jays have had many top players, including Dave Stieb, Alfredo Griffin, Lloyd Moseby, Willie Upshaw, George Bell, who was named the league’s most valuable player in 1987, Carlos Delgado, Roger Clemens, Jack Morris, and Roberto Alomar.

They played their first game in Toronto’s new SkyDome on 5 June 1989 against Milwaukee, two days after the official opening of the stadium. Financed by private investors, the province of Ontario, and Metropolitan Toronto and costing more than $560 million ($319 million over the estimate of 1986), including $30.6 million for the giant video-screen scoreboard, SkyDome has catapulted Toronto, and Canada—which had entered the major leagues of baseball so recently—into worldwide prominence as a provider of space-age facilities for the mass enjoyment of sport. The stadium, seating 52,000 for baseball, 54,000 for football, and up to 65,000 for concerts, is part of a huge complex that includes restaurants, a health club, a hotel, and a broadcast network. But above all its innovations—and, visibly, above the stadium itself—is its retractable roof, which almost miraculously realizes the sports lover’s dream of being able to enjoy baseball and football out of doors while still receiving fairly speedy protection from inclement weather. (The plan for the retractable roof began to germinate on a cold fall day in 1982 at the CNE Stadium when Ontario Premier Bill Davis and Metro Toronto Chairman Paul Godfrey, who had wanted a domed stadium in Toronto since 1969, were among the fans whose enthusiasm for the Grey Cup game was almost snuffed out by the freezing, drizzling weather.) SkyDome, considered in the context of Canadian sport history, surely stands as a monumental symbol of the end of one era and the beginning of another.


More than any other sport, baseball—which has been called America’s national pastime—is firmly entrenched in the popular culture of both the United States and Canada. Examples are endless. The phrases ‘striking out’, ‘dig in’, ‘home run’, ‘touching base’, ‘out in left field’, ‘two strikes against you’, ‘lead-off man’, ‘take a rain check’, and ‘throwing a curve’ are among our everyday expressions. The song ‘Take Me Out to the Ball Game’, the mock-heroic poem ‘Casey at the Bat’ (written in 1888 by Ernest Lawrence Thayer), and Abbott and Costello’s skit ‘Who’s on First?’ are known to almost everyone, at least by their titles. In theatre, The Umpire of 1905 enjoyed a long run in Chicago, and Damn Yankees (1955), based on the novel by Douglass Wallop, The Year the Yankees Stole the Pennant, is a classic American stage and film musical. Hollywood has apotheosized Lou Gehrig and Babe Ruth, and produced The Bingo Long Traveling All-Stars and Motor Kings, about the Negro leagues of the 1930s, Eight Men Out, and Bull Durham. In literature, the distinguished American novelist Bernard Malamud wrote The Natural (1952), which treats comically the mythic view of the American hero in terms of baseball. And a Canadian, William Kinsella, has celebrated baseball in his 1982 novel Shoeless Joe (on which the film Field of Dreams was based) and in collections of memorable short stories. In ‘The Thrill of the Grass’, he describes a community effort to replace artificial turf with sods of real grass during a baseball strike. ‘What do you think about artificial turf?’ the narrator asks a new acquaintance. ‘Hmmmmf’, he snorts, ‘that’s what the strike should be about. Baseball is meant to be played on summer evenings and Sunday afternoons, on grass just cut by a horse-drawn mower.’

Nostalgia for the past seems to be part of baseball’s mythology. Yesterday it was two teams with a ball and a bat playing on a wide stretch of grass in a village, on the sandlot of a town, or in a city park, half surrounded by spectators standing or sitting in bleachers. (Max Braithewaite’s ‘Why Girls Should Not Play Baseball’ in The Night We Stole the Mountie’s Car is a classic tribute to country baseball.) Today, we have Montreal’s Olympic Stadium and Toronto’s gigantic outdoor/indoor SkyDome—or our own living rooms, where we see virtually nothing but an electronic image of the plays themselves, as far removed as possible from the game played on grass, passionately observed by townsfolk on a summer evening.

In the long history of baseball in Canada, teams have formed and folded; leagues have been created and disbanded; American ‘imports’ (known at various times as ‘baseball’s foreign legions’) have been lured to teams from Halifax to Victoria; local entrepreneurs have sponsored high-calibre teams; competitions have been played out in tournaments, challenges, and barnstorming tours; one intra-city competition has led to another and then another; the cycle of amateur teams leading to semi-professional teams leading to professional teams leading to the demise of professional teams and the resurgence of amateur teams. This unceasing ebb and flow has been at the core of the Canadian baseball experience and has simply proved that the game has an invincible hold on the public’s affection. When the games of the Expos and the Blue Jays reached millions on television, the popular interest in Canadian baseball attained a height that could not have been imagined 100 years ago, or even 20 years ago. This might raise the question: Will baseball maintain its strength and popularity, or will interest decline through overexposure? Thinking of its unbroken though checkered nationwide history, of Canada’s two major league teams, and of what has been called ‘the perfect game’ with its potential for excitement and suspense, for the glorification of teams and of individual players in their demonstrations of power, precision, and speed and even of the game’s unlimited generation of statistics, which a true fan delights in memorizing, one cannot foresee any decline in interest. The setting may have changed in scale, but the game is the same; the skill simply increases.


But there is another ingredient that should not be overlooked. Baseball feats, and memories of games, lend themselves to fantasizing, as in Hugh Hood’s story ‘Ghosts at Jarry’ and in many stories by Kinsella. In the introduction to his collection The Thrill of the Grass, Kinsella writes: ‘I am often asked about the relationship of baseball and magic. I feel it is the timelessness of baseball which makes it more conducive to magical happenings than any other sport.’ Baseball is unique among sports in its capacity to seize the imagination. Finally, it is important to underscore the different processes of evolution of baseball and lacrosse and how the way of playing each was dramatically different. Baseball in Canada began, almost, in an experimental process driven by two entrepreneurs, Sleeman and Englehardt. During the period when lacrosse was at its zenith of popularity, about 1880 to 1910, baseball was played and actively promoted and seemed to take root in civic and/or community boosterism, inspired, in part, by its widespread promotion in the United States. Lacrosse began as a middle-class sport with indigenous roots and an omnipresent value system shrouded in amateur ideals. Montreal middle-class clubs controlled its development, as did the prevailing code of the amateur idealists—professional lacrosse was almost an underground activity. Field lacrosse thrived in the industrial era while baseball seems adaptable and somehow more timeless in its popularity.
[Notes to Notes section, after last chapter.]
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Historian William Humber’s view on Canadian baseball history:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.humbersport.org/essays/Bakers.html" �http://www.humbersport.org/essays/Bakers.html�





Dr Barney and Dr Bouchier’s account re Adam Ford [need Acrobat Reader]:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.aafla.com/search/search_frmst.htm" �http://www.aafla.com/search/search_frmst.htm�





<A>Study Questions


What factors were different in the evolution of lacrosse and baseballthese two sports?


How was discrimination a part of both sports?


Given baseball’s widespread playing and spectator appeal, why is it that baseball is not our ‘national sport’ instead of hockey and lacrosse? 











