World Brain

| do not want to seem smug amidst such immuni-
ties as we English-spesking people ill enjoy, never-
theess | must confess | think it possble to overrate
the intendgty and daying power of this present
nationdigt phase. | think that the present vehemence
of nationdism in the world may be due not to the
drength of these tyrannies but to ther weskness.
This change of scde, this increment of power that
has come into human affars has draned every
boundary, every inditution and every tradition in
the world. It is an age of confuson, an age of gang-
der opportunity. After the gangters the Vigilantes.
Both the dying old and the vamped-up new are on
the defensve. They build up ther bariers and
increase ther represson because they fed the broad
flood of change towards a vastly greaster new order
Is rigng. Every old government, every hasty new
government that has legpt into power, is made crazy
by the threat of a wider and grester order, and its
sruggle to survive becomes desperate. It tries ill
to carry on-t 0 deny that it is an experiment-even
if it survives crippled and mongtrous. The dogmetic
Russan Revolution has not held power for a score
of years and yet it, too, is now as much on the de-
fendve as any other updtart dictatorship. A lot of
what looks to us now like triumphant reaction may
in the end prove to be no more than doomed,
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dwarfed and decaying dogmas and traditions at bay.
None of the utterances of these militant figures that
most threaten the peace of the world today have
the serene assurance of men conscious that they are
cregting something that marches with the ruling
forces of life. For the most part they are shouts—
screams—Of defiance. They scold and rant and
thresten. That is the rebd note and not the note
of medery.

We hear very much about the suppresson of
thought in the world. Is there redly-even a the
present time—in spite of al this current violence,
any red diminution of crestive thought in the world
-as compared with 1800 Or 1850—or 1900, Or
1914 or 19247 You have to remember that the sup-
presson of free discusson in such countries as Ger-
many, Ity and Russa does not mean an end to
origind thought in these countries. Thought, like
gunpowder, may be al the more effective for being
confined. | know that beneath the surface Germany
is thinking intensdy, and Russa is thinking more
clealy if less discuravely than ever before. Maybe
we overesimate the vaue of that ide and sife,
dack, go-asyou-please discussion that we English-
oesking folk enjoy under our democratic regime.
The concentration camps of today may prove after
dl to be the audere training grounds of a new
freedom.
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Let us glance for a moment at the chief forces
that are driving against all that would keep the
world in its ancient tradition of small nationa gov-
ernments, warring and planning perpetualy against
each other, of a perpetual struggle not only of
nations but individuals for a mere cramped posses-
siveness.

Consider now the drives towards release, abun-
dance, one World Pax, one world control of vio-
lence, that are going on today. They seem to me
very much like those forces that drove the United
States to the Pacific coast and prevented the break-up
of the Union. No doubt, many a heart failed in the
covered waggons as they toiled westward, face to
face with the red Indian and every sort of lawless
violence. Yet the drive persisted and prevailed. The
Vigilantes prepared the way for the reign of law.
The raillway, the telegraph and so on followed the
covered waggon and knitted this new-scale commun-
ity of America together. In the middle nineteenth
century al Europe thought that the United States
must break up into a lawless confusion. The railway,
the printing press, saved that. The greater unity
conquered because of its immense appeal to common
sense in the face of the new conditions. And because
it was able to appeal to common sense through these
media. The United States could spread giganticaly
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and keep a common mind. And today | believe in
many ways, in a variety of fashions and using many
weapons and devices, the Vigilantes of World Peace,
under the stimulus of still wider necessities, are find-
ing themselves and each other and getting together
to ride

That is to say their minds are getting together.

One great line of development must be towards
a Common Control of the Air. The great spans of
the Atlantic and Pacific may prevent this from begin-
ning as a world-wide Air Control, but that, | think,
is just a passing phase of the problem. | submit to
you that a state of affairs in which vast populations
are under an ever-increasing threat of aerial bom-
bardment with explosives, incendiary bombs and
poison gas at barely an hour's notice, is intolerable
to human reason. Maybe there will be terrible wars
first. Quite possibly not. It may after all prove un-
necessary to have very many great cities destroyed
and very many millions of people burnt, suffocated,
blown limb from limb, before men see what stares
them in the face and accept the obvious. Men are,
after all, partly reasonable creatures, they have at
least spasmodic moral impulses. There is aready in
action a movement for World Air Control. But you
can't have a thing like that by itself. Who or what
will control the air?
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This is a political question. None of us quite know
the answer, but the answer has to be found, and
hundreds of thousands of the best brains on earth
ae busy a the riddle of that adjusment. We can
rule out any of the pat, ready-made answers of yes
terday, League of Nations or what not. None the
less that implacable necessity for World Air Control
inggts upon something, something with a least the
authority of a World Federd Government in these
meatters, and tha trals with it, you will find, a reve-
lation of other vast collaterd necessties. | cannot
now develop these a any great length. But in the end
| believe we are led to the conviction that the ele-
mental forces of human progress, the gars in ther
courses, are fighting to evoke a least this much
world community as involves a control of communi-
caions throughout the whole world, a common
federal protection of everyone in the world from
private, sectarian or national violence, a common

federa protection of the natura resources of the |

plangt from nationd, class or individuad appropria-
tion, and a world syslem of money and credit. The
obgtinacy of man is great, but the forces tha grip
him are grester and in the end, after | know not
what wars, struggles and afflictions, this is the road
adong which he will go. He has to see it firg-and
then he will do it. | am sure of the ultimate necessity
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of this federd world state-and at the backs of your
minds at least, | believe most of you are too-as |
am sure that, whatever clouds may obscure it, the
sun will rise tomorrow.

And now having recepitulated and brought to-
gether this genera conception of human progress
towards unity which is forming in mogt of our minds,
as an ansve to the ever more inssent World
Problem, | propose to devote the rest of my time
with you to the discusson of one particular aspect
of this march towards a world community, the neces-
gty it brings with it, for a corrdated educationd
expanson. This has not o far been given anything
like the atention it may demand in the near future
We have been gradudly brought to the pitch of
imagining and framing our prdiminay idess of a
federal world control of such things as communica
tions, hedth, money, economic adjusments, and the
suppression of crime. In dl these materid things
we have begun to foresee the possibility of a world-
wide network being woven between al men about
the earth. So much of the World Peace has been
brought into the range of-what shdl | cdl it>the
generd imagination. But | do not think we have yet
given sufficient atention to the prior necessity, of
linking together its menta organizations into a much
closer accord than obtains at the present time. All
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these ideas of unifying mankind's affairs depend
ultimately for their redization on mankind having
a unified mind for the job. The want of such effective
mental unification is the key to most of our present
frustrations. While men's minds are still confused,
their socid and politica relations will remain in con-
fusion, however great the forces that are grinding
them against each other and however tragic and
monstrous the consequences.

Now | know of no general history of human edu-
cation and discussion in existence. We have nowadays
-in what is caled the New History-books which
trace for us in rough outline the growth in size and
complexity of organized human communities. But
so far no one has attempted to trace the stages
through which teaching has developed, how schools
began, how discussions grew, how knowledge was
acquired and spread, how the human intelligence
kept pace with its broadening responsbilities. We
know that in the small tribal community and even
in the city states of, for example, Greece, there was
hardly any need for reading or writing. The young-
sters were instructed and initiated by their elders.
They could walk all over the small territory of
their community and see and hear, how it was fed,
guarded, governed. The bright young men gathered
for ora instruction in the Porch or the Academy.
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With the growth of communities into states and
kingdoms we know that the medicine man was re-
placed by an organized priesthood, we know that
scribes appeared, written records. There must have
been schools for the priests and scribes, but we know
very little about it. We know something of the effect
of the early writings, the Bible particularly, in con-
solidating and preserving the Jewish tradition—
giving it such a start off that for a long time it domi-
nated the subsequent development of the Gentile
world, and we know that the survival and spread
of Chrigtianity is largely-due to its resort to written
records to supplement that oral teaching of disciples
with which it began. But the growing thirst for medi-
cal, theological and general knowledge that appeared
in the Middle Ages and which led to those remark-
able gatherings of hungry minds, the Universities,
has still to be explained and described. That appear-
ance and that swarming of scholars would make an
extraordinary story. After the lecture room, the
book; after that the newspaper, universal education,
the cinema, the radio. No one has yet appeared to
make an orderly story of the developments of infor-
mation and instruction that have occurred in the past
hundred years. Age by age the world’'s Knowledge
Apparatus has grown up. Unpremeditated. Without
a plan. But enlarging the possible areas of poalitical
co-operation at every stage in its growth.
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It is a vary interegting thing indeed to ask mysdf
certain questions. How did | come to know what |
know about the world and mysdf? What ought |
to know? What would | like to know that | don't
know? If | want to know about this or that, where
can | get the clearest, best and latest information?
And where did these other people about me get thelr
ideas about things? Which are sometimes so differ-
ent from mine. Why do we differ so widdy? Surdy
about a great number of things upon which we differ
there is in exisence exact knowledge? So that we
ought not to differ in these things. This is true not
merely about smdl matters in dispute but about
vitdly important things concerning our business, our
money, our political outlook, our hedth, the generd
conduct of our lives. We are guessng when we
might know. The facts are there, but we don’'t know
them completdy. We ae inadequately informed.
We blunder about in our ignorance and this greet
ruthless world in which we live, beats upon us and
punishes our ignorance like a sn. Not only in our
mass-ruled democracies but in the countries where
dogmas and dictators rule, tremendous decisons
ae condantly being made affecting human happi-
ness, root and branch, in complete disregard of redli-
ties that are known.

You see we are beginning to redize not only tha
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the formd politicad dructures of the world and
many of the methods of our economic life are out
of date and out of scde, but dso another thing that
hampers us hopelessly in every endeavour we make
to adjug life to its new conditionsour World
Knowledge Apparatus is not up to our necessities.
We ae nether callecting, aranging nor digesting
wha knowledge we have a dl adequately, and our
schoals, our indruments of digribution ae old-
fashioned and ineffective.

We are not being told enough, we are not being
told properly, and tha is one main reason why we
ae dl a gxes and sevens in our collective life.

The other day my univergty, the Universty of
London, celebrated its centenary. For some minor
reason | was asked to assst a these celebrations.
And to do s0 | had to assume some very remarkable
garments—most remarkable if you congder that
London Universty was founded in the year 1836
when gentlemen wore tight trousers with graps,
eegantly waisted coats and bell-shaped top hats. Did
| dress up like that? No. | found mysdf retregting
from the age of the aeroplane to the age of the
horse and mule outfit of the Canterbury Rilgrims.
| found mysdf wearing a hood and gown and carry-
ing a beret rather like those worn by prosperous
citizens of the days of Edward 1V, when the Uni-
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versity of London was as little anticipated as the
continent of America. My modern head peeped out
at the top of this get-up and my modern trousers at
the bottom. Properly | ought to have been wearing
a sguare beard or have been clean-shaven, but | was
forgiven that much. And from all parts of the world
representatives of innumerable universities had come
with beautifully illuminated addresses to congratu-
late our Chancellor and oursdves on our hundred
years of sham mediaevalism. They came from the
ends of the earth, they came up the aisle in an endless
process ;one ancient name followed another, now it
was Tokio, now Athens, now Upsala, now Cape
Town, now the Sorbonne, now Glasgow, now Johns
Hopkins, on they came and on and bowed and
handed their addresses and passed aside. It was a
marvellous, a dazzling aray of beautifully coloured
robes. It was also a marvellous collection of men and
women. | watched the grave and dignified faces of
some of the finest minds in the world. Together they
presented, they embodied or they were there to rep-
resent, the whole body of human knowledge. There
it was in effect parading before me. And nine out of
ten of them were dressed up in some colourful imita-
tion of a costume worn centuries before their founda-
tions came into existence. It was picturesque, it was
imposing-but it was just a little odd of them.
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My thoughts drifted away to certain political
gatherings | had seen and heard; faces of an ato-
gether inferior type, leather-lunged adventures bawl-
ing and gesticulating, raucous little men screaming
plausible nonsense to ignorant crowds, supporters
herded like sheep and sduting like trained monkeys,
and the incongruity of the contrast came to me—
you know how things come to you suddenly at times
—so0 that | amost laughed aoud. Because, when it
comes to the direction of human affairs, al these
universities, al these nice refined people in ther
lovely gowns, al this visble body of human knowl-
edge and wisdom, has far less influence upon the
conduct of human affairs, than, let us say, an intract-
able newspaper proprietor, an unscrupulous group
of financiers or the leader of a recalcitrant minority.

Some weeks previoudy | had taken part in a little
private conference of scientific men in London. They
were very distinguished men indeed, and they were
distressed beyond measure at the way in which one
scientific invention after another was turned to the
injury of human life. What was to be done ? What
could be done? Our discussion was inconclusive, but
it had quickened my sense of the redity of the situa
tion. | put these three separate impressions together
before you: First, these anxious scientific specialists,
then the unchallenged power and mischief of these
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bawling war-making politicians and therr crowds at

the present time, and findly, capping the whole, these

hundreds of dl-too-decorated learned gentlemen,
fine and ddicate, bowing, presenting addresses (for
the mogt part in Latin) and conferring further gowns
and diplomas on one another. This lagt lot, | sad,
this third lot is after dl-in spite of its degant wesk-

ness, the organized brain of mankind so far as there

Is an organized bran of mankind-and it is not
doing its proper work. Why? Why are our uni-
vergties floating above the genera disorder of man-
kind like a beautiful sunset over a batlefidd? Is it
not high time that something was done about it?
Certain ideas had been irring in my mind for
some time aready, but this scene of archaic ceremony

just lit up the situation for me. | redized that these

mediaeval robes were in the highest degree symp

tomatic. They dothed an organization essentialy

mediaevad, inadequate and out of date. We are living
in 1937 and our universties, | suggest, are not haf-

way out of the fifteenth century. We have made
hardly any changes in our conception of universty
organization, education, graduation, for a century— §

for severd centuriess The three or four years

course of lectures, the bachdor who knows some, the 1

master who knows most, the doctor who knows g4,

are idess that have come down unimpaired from the
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Middle Ages. Nowadays no one should end his learn-
ing while he lives and these university degrees are
prepogterous. It is true that we have multiplied uni-
vergties gregily in the past hundred years, but we
seem to have multiplied them dtogether too much
upon the old pattern. A new betttleship, a new aero-
plane, a new radio recaiver is dways an improvement
upon its predecessor. But a new universty is just
another imitetion of dl the old universties that have
ever been. Educationdly we are ill for dl practica
purposes in the coach and horse and gdley stage. The
new universty is jus one more mentd gilt-coach in
which minds take a short ride and get out again. We
have done nothing to co-ordinate the work of our
univergties in the world-or a lesst we have done
very little. What are cdled the learned societies with
correspondents dl over the world have been the
chief addition to the human knowledge organization
gnce the Renaissance and most of these societies
took ther shgpe and scde in the eghteenth and
ningteenth centuries. All the new means of com-
municating idees and demondreting redities that
modern invention has given us, have been saized
upon by other hands and used for other purposes,
these universties which should guide the thought of
the world, making no protest. The showmen got the
cinema and the governments or the adventurers got
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