I am presently reviewing your paper on the Volcaniclastic Red And Green Beds of Tayibit El Esm Area, Saudi Arabia. 

Dear Prof. Bill Church

           Dpt. of Earth Sciences,

             Western University,

               London, Canada

 

Very Deep Thanks for your effort in Reviewing my paper dealing with the origin of the volcaniclastic green and red bed of Tayibit El Esm area, Ablah District, ……….

I m just received my e-mail now when I prepare myself for field trip in the southern part of Saudi Arabia tomorrow,

Your kmz Google file for the study area is clear and I can answer and clarify these points:
1. Yes, the map contains some errors where the scale seems big (It actually 3cm= 4km not 9km it seem to be error mistake).

2. The location of Gabal Ablah is correct (attached JPG Photo almost for the mapped area showing the different major land marks).

3. The map of Fig. 1 will be replaced by the attached new one where the units no. 1 to 11 are correctly arranged from older to the younger (this map will be also improved since the paper reviewed). 
4. The Asphaltic high way is correct in the attached JPG.  It takes SE direction outside the mapped area of Fig. 1

5. Also, the NE continuation of Wadi Raniyah is also correct. In the mapped area, this wadi is not completed to the NE outside the latitude 20 12 13.

6. Yes you have correctly located photo A of Figure 3, where it facing to the north and the southern part of the fold is extended to the south of this photo (See the attached kmz file).
7. The regional ground trace of the axial plane of the fold is also clarified in the kmz file, it extends in NE direction and cross-cuts by many E-W left-lateral strike-slip faults dislocatng the upper white carbonate beds of the measured section of Fig. 4 (Column C).
8. Sorry in the old map (Fig. 1), this blue unit with downward pointing 'v's on the map just north of Wadi Girshah must be changed to the symbol of unit 1 (drawing Mistake). This unit 1 is the oldest unit in the study area it is represented to the west of the major NW Fault in the western part of the map (you can also see this unit in the google image). It consists mainly from basic to intermediate sub-aerial volcaniclastic agglomerates, tuffs and basaltic and andesitic flows.  Unit 2 represents the upper part of this system and it composed from volcaniclastic green and red beds of fluvial to lagoonal origin. Unit 3 is yellowish white dolostones and you can trace this unit along the major NW Fault in the western part of the map of Fig. 1. It is very clear in the Google. In some cases you can find unit 3 down faulted against unit 1 directly.

Finally, Dear Prof. Bill Church
 this paper is dealt mainly with this case study of mechanism of formation of these types of red beds; I prepare another regional work dealing with the basin evolution and deposition history of post amalgamation basin of Ablah area.

Again very thanks for your effort and all you comments are accepted.
Prof. Ali A. Mesaed
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