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February 20th 2006

Dear Professor Abdel‑Rahman,


I have examined the thesis by Mr Ahmed Mohammed Zayed Mohammed, entitled Geology, petrography and geochemistry of Wadi Nefuz ‑ Wadi Quseir area, SW Sinai, Egypt, and I recommend that it be accepted with minor corrections.


The thesis is very well written, with very few typographical errors, and by and large the conclusions of the candidate are logical and acceptable. 


On page 105 and 136 rock samples N.4 and N.80 are said to be of possible komatiitic affinity. In the context of arc‑rocks they are more likely to be boninites and the candidate should give some consideration to this.


The candidate should also provide a map similar to Fig 2.1 showing the location of the samples analyzed.


It would also be useful for the candidate to produce a list giving the geographic coordinates of the locality represented by each photograph. (The description page for photographs 2.65 to 2.72 is a repeat of the page for photographs 3.65 ‑ 3.71.)  Indeed it would be a nice touch for the candidate to create a placemark locality index for his samples and photographs on GoogleEarth ( http://earth.google.com/ ), and to store the relevant .kmz file either at a Cairo University FTP site 

 (e.g. http://instruct.uwo.ca/earth‑sci/fieldlog/Google_Earth/ 

(USA SW.kmz)) or with the Google Earth Community.   In this modern age it would be a ++ for the candidate and for Cairo University.  The candidate would only need to add a reference in his thesis to the site URL.  (I would even be willing to mirror the .kmz file here at the University of Western Ontario if necessary.)


Yours sincerely,

Professor W.R. Church 


