English 9002A – Bibliography and Textual Studies – Michael Groden – Fall 2013
The University of Western Ontario, Department of English

______________________________________________________________________________

Assignment 2: Descriptive Bibliography / Special Collections Assignment

* Due in class on Monday, October 21, 2013 *

This assignment asks you to prepare a short bibliographic description of one of the books in Western Library’s Special Collections. To do this:

1) Stop in at, write to, or call Special Collections to choose the book you will work with. Special Collections is in the Archives and Research Collections Centre (ARCC) in Weldon Library. To reserve the book you want or request assistance, you can visit the Centre, send an email message to the Archives Reading Room at archives.services@uwo.ca or via the Contact page (http://www.lib.uwo.ca/contact/libraries/archives) on the ARCC Website, or call extension 84606. Provide the call number as well as the author and title. Special Collections is open Mondays through Fridays from 10:00 to 4:30.


A resource guide for locating Special Collections and Archival materials pertaining to English is available at this link:


       http://www.lib.uwo.ca/programs/english/specialcollectionsandarchivesforliterature.html


No two students should work on the same book, so choose early to get the one you want. (Different students can work on different individual volumes of a multi-volume publication.)


IMPORTANT: You don’t need to read the book that you’ve chosen to complete this assignment.

2) Read Chapter 3, “Descriptive Bibliography,” in William Proctor Williams and Craig S. Abbott, An Introduction to Bibliographical and Textual Studies, 4th ed. (New York: MLA, 2009), pp. 36-50 (with sample bibliographies on pp. 50-56) for a sense of what a Descriptive Bibliography is and how such bibliographies are put together. Copies of this chapter are in Leanne Trask’s office, and the book is on reserve in Weldon Library (Z1001.W58 2009).

I’ve written “9002A: Ignore” next to several sentences and paragraphs in the chapter on the copy in Leanne Trask’s office. Please read these sections to see what aspects of analytical and descriptive bibliography you do not have to include in your bibliography.

3) Your bibliographic description should include these elements:


—a quasi-facsimile transcription of the title page (see Williams and Abbott, pp. 40-43)


—an attempt at a rudimentary collation (Williams and Abbott, pp. 43-47, much of which you don’t have to include) – your collation should include an indication of the signed signatures and your guess at any unsigned ones. Count the leaves in each signature – just because the first one has, say, 8 leaves doesn’t mean they all will, and the purpose of the collation is to indicate how all the signatures in the book are put together. You don’t need to indicate how the sheets were folded (pp. 43-44) and you need to give only a rough indication of unsigned signatures. Signatures are counted by leaves (recto and verso [front and back] = 1 leaf), not pages.


The date of your book’s production will determine how, and if, the signatures are indicated. If there are none (there won’t be for most 20th-century or 21st-century books), simply indicate pages.


Measure the pages and give an indication of page size within the collation (in millimetres, if possible – take a ruler). See the sample on the back of this sheet, or Williams and Abbott, p. 53, middle of the page, for an example. 


—an indication of the book’s contents, so that a reader of your description will know what is on each page. Any front and back matter should be specified precisely, and blank pages should be indicated. Parts of the text itself can simply be identified without further elaboration: Contents, Preface, Text, Index, etc. Give a general description of the binding.

The goal of the description is clarity and precision, but also brevity. The description probably won’t be longer than half a printed page.
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Sample description for the first edition of James Joyce’s Ulysses:

ULYSSES I by I JAMES JOYCE I SHAKESPEARE AND COMPANY I 12, Rue de l’Odéon, 12 I PARIS I 1922

[xii], 740 pp. [*]2, [**]4, [1]8, 2-468, [47]2. 237 x 185 mm. Printed on white laid paper.

PAGINATION: pp. [i‑ii], blank, inserted under folding flaps of outer front cover; pp. [iii], half-title: ULYSSES; p. [iv], list of books By the Same Writer;  p. [v], title page; p. [vi], copyright notice: . . . Copyright by James Joyce; p. [vii], limitation notice: This edition is limited to 1000 copies: I 100 copies (signed) on Dutch I handmade paper numbered from I 1 to 100; 150 copies on vergé I d’Arches numbered from 101 to 250; I 750 copies on handmade paper I numbered from 251 to 1000. I No [784 – number stamped in]; p. [viii], blank; p. [ix], The publisher asks the reader’s indulgence for typographical errors I unavoidable in the exceptional circumstances. I S. B. ; p.[x], blank; p. [1], divisional numeral: I ; p. [2], blank; pp. [3]‑50, text of Part I; p. [51], divisional numeral: II ; p. [52], blank; pp. [53]‑565, text of Part II; p. [566], blank; p. [567], divisional numeral: III ; p. [568], blank; pp. [569]‑732, text of Part III; p. [733], colophon: Printed I for I Sylvia Beach I by I Maurice Darantiere I at I Dijon, France ; pp. [734‑38], blank; pp. [739‑40], blank, inserted under folding flaps of outer back cover.

BINDING: Blue paper covers. On front cover in white: ULYSSES I by I JAMES JOYCE
