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Finnegans Wake I1.2: The
Nightlesson

(“Here’s looking at Euclid”)

Jeremy Colangelo — English 9096A — October 29, 2013

Stephen Dedalus’s lesson in the “Nestor” episode of Ulysses:

—You, Cochrane, what city sent for him?
—Tarentum, sir.
—Very good. Well?
—There was a battle, sir.
—Very good. Where?
The boy’s blank face asked the blank window.
[...]
—I forget the place, sir. 279 B. C.
—Asculum, Stephen said, glancing at the name and date in the gorescarred book.
—Yes, sir. And he said: Another victory like that and we are done for.

(U2.1-14)
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—Wait. You, Armstrong. Do you know anything about Pyrrhus?

[...]

—Pyrrhus, sir? Pyrrhus, a pier.

All laughed. Mirthless high malicious laughter. Armstrong looked round at
his classmates, silly glee in profile. In a moment they will laugh more loudly, aware
of my lack of rule and the fees their papas pay.

—Tell me now, Stephen said, poling the boy’s shoulder with the book, what is a
pier.

—A pier, sir, Armstrong said. A thing out in the water. A kind of bridge. Kingstown
pier, sir.

[...]

—Kingstown pier, Stephen said. Yes, a disappointed bridge.

The words troubled their gaze.

—How, sir? Comyn asked. A bridge is across a river.

(U2.18-41)

His questions showed me how complex and mysterious were certain
institutions of the Church which | had always regarded as the simplest
of acts. The duties of the priest towards the Eucharist and towards the
secrecy of the confessional seemed so grave to me that | wondered
how anybody had ever found in himself the courage to undertake
them; and | was not surprised when he told me that the fathers of the
Church had written books as thick as the Post Office Directory and as
closely printed as the law notices in the newspaper elucidating all these
intricate questions.

(D 6)
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Euclid’s First Postulate,
rendered here in the
original Greek.

Note the delta and epsilon on the
circles — predecessors of the sigla for
ALP and HCE.

Bt 9 AB xix
o BA xindog

eypdpido 6 BIA, xul ndhw
200 6 ATE, xal dné

toviv ) Al tjj AB
v 7 BI' =7 BA.
dpu Tov I'A, I'B <f; AB éow oy 02

ABI' wplywvov. xot ouvéotata enl g doielong
e AB. Orep €62 notfoat.

Euclid’s Elements,
Proposition One of Euclid’s Elements of Proposition One

Geometry (vol. 1 p. 241-2) describes

how one may “on a given finite

straight line [AB] . .. construct an D
equilateral triangle [ABC].” The process
involves imaging points A and B as the
centers of respective overlapping
circles (D and E) which each have a
radius equal to the length of line AB. If
one imagines a point C at either the
top or bottom intersections, lines AC
and BC will, as Euclid shows, be equal
in length to line AB, meaning that the
resulting triangle will be equilateral.
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The arrangement of the notes shows how
Shem, Shaun, and Issy are deriving their
mother ALP, and her sigla A, from their
arrangement relative to the central block of

text.
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ing. Hoots fromm, we’re globing. Why hidest
thou hinder thy husband his name? Leda, Lada,
aflutter-afraida, so does your girdle grow!
Willed without witting, whorled without
aimed. Pappap M h

wut and whowitswhy.! But it's wils for
toughs and titties for totties and come

Pige pas. buckets come bats till deeleet.?

Dark ages clasp the daisy roots, Stop, if you PANOPTICAL
are a sally of the allies, hot off Minnowaurs PURVIEW OF
and naval actiums, picked engagements and POLITICAL
banks of rowers. Please stop if you're a ::(;c:::s

@ B.C. minding missy, please do. But should pyrymgpre-
you prefer A.D. stepplease. And if you miss sENTATION

anus, 1 was forg

! -
your heads® out of that taletub! And leave
your hinnyhennyhindyou! It's haunted. The
chamber. Of errings. Whoan, tug, trace,

Seidlity pow stirrup! It is distinctly understouttered that,

for slogan sense you threehandshighs put your twofoot,

plumpers. large timepates in that dead wash of Loy
Murph and until such time pace one ang

Hoploits and

atthems,

* What's that, ma'am? s
* As you say yourself.

3 Thar's the lechemuse but 1§
 Where he fought the

stimmstammer and we caught the
pepeties of our lovelives.
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with a venture it serves you girly well glad. OF THEPAST.




