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Summary of the Project

For the duration of the award I will investigate and analyse the evolution of word order in French sentence structure starting with old French, and progressing to early modern French.  As the French language evolved it gradually lost its case sturcture which remained from its evolution from Latin.  The loss of the case structure had the effect of reducing the acceptable variation in word order, thereby effectively fixing the order that can exist in many situations.  
University Training 
Having done my undergraduate studies at the University odf Waterloo I was exposed to some of the research done by the Margot research group.  Through a graduate course taught by one of the group’s principle researchers I was exposed to texts from as early as the twelfth century.  The work that I did in the course had the instructor hire me as a research assistant in order to work on the electronic versions of old text in order to tag them for ease of use and analysis.  My exposure as an undergraduate student led me to pursue futher study at the University of Western Ontario where I am currently studying linguistics in the French department.  Starting in Spetmeber 2008 I will be beginning my PhD at The University of Western Ontario continuing in the French Department in the Linguistics discipline.  The University of Western Ontario is an ideal location for me to continue my research because it is here that I can best profit from the diverse specializations of the faculty as well as make a smooth continuous transition from my research on my memoir.
Regarding pertinent courses I will be taking a course on syntax and a course in computational liguistics, the former providing me with the tools required to discuss advanced sytactic arguments and the latter allowing me to efficiently use large corpora of electronic data that are available on the internet.

Focus of the research
My research will look at large corpora of text from old to middle French analysing the effect that the gradual loss of the case system had on word order.  Using the following websites that contain numerous examples of text I will get a large data set to analyse.  La base de français medieval, The paths of French from the University of Ottawa, and The Margot Project from the University of Waterloo.  The sample sets from these databases will then permit analysis of the word order in specific situations, one such situation being the possessive form of a phrase.  In the example la fille li rois = the king’s daughter, the object case is used to express the ‘possession’ whereas in modern French a preposition is required to express the same meaning.
Methodology
Using the books “Old French: A Concise Handbook” by E. Einhorn, and A History of the French Language Through Texts by Wendy Ayres-Bennett, as well as the work of Julie Auger of Indiana University as guides for where the evolution analysis has gone, I will use the large corpora of data to determine which structures evolved earliest and which evolved fastest and to what modern form including hypotheses for the cause of the modern form.
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