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Introduction

The purpose of your term paper is to give you the opportunity to write a detailed literature review on a health geography topic. You are asked to critically analyse current literature on a topic and suggest directions for future research.

Tasks

1) 
Select a topic and collect current literature that seems to address a common research problem (s) (e.g., Problem: continued spread of HIV/AIDS worldwisle; smoking known to cause multitude of adverse health outcomes but people still smoke). You should find current empirical (research) papers on the issue not just review articles.


2)
Your review of the literature should involve discussion of the following issues:

· A description of the common problem which organizes the literature including the spatial and temporal extent of the review (e.g. emergence of new diseases)

· Your central argument i.e. your main assessment of the literature (critical appraisal of health research assignment should prove useful for assessing individual papers)

· The variety of theories concerning the problem (e.g., structural)

· The variety of methods for empirically investigating the problem

· Relative importance of various empirical studies - by critically appraising each article you can comment on which ones you (and other reviewers) feel are the most important - do the main findings agree from one paper to the next? Which ones are most convincing? Why?

· Implications of key findings - what new policies might be developed to resolve the problem in light of recent research?

· Directions for future research - What methods could be used to understand the problem better?

3) Paper

· Write a 10 page (maximum) review of your topic

· Formal style, clear introduction, easily traceable central argument, clear conclusion

· Havard style referencing preferred but just be consistent

· No first person

Possible General Topics (you will have to narrow most of these considerably
· Lay perceptions of health

· Women's health

· Proposed causal association between air pollution compounds (or other forms of pollution) and breast cancer

· Proposed causal association between air pollution and respiratory/cardiac disease

· Determinants of HIV/AID diffusion

· Explanations of health inequalities 

· Behavioural determinants of chronic diseases (e.g., heart disease)


· Evaluation of health care delivery


· Mental health
 

· Others ….
