PAGE  
1

Geography 123B -The Natural Environment

Assignment 3: Book Review
Topic Selection Due: 7:00 PM, February 9, 2005 
Final Assignment Due:  7:00PM, March 16, 2005                                

Grade: Worth 16 % of your final score.

Selecting a Book to Review 
The topic of the book one of many related to physical geography or other environmental sciences. Your book must have a substantial science focus. Your book should deal in greater detail with one of the course topics.

Searching for a Book

Look through all the subject headings and glossary of your textbook. Choose several topics that you would like to learn more about. Go to the campus library or a library near your home and conduct a search; you should find books offering detailed information on one of the textbook topics. Check out the book of your choice and bring it to class for final approval by me by February 9. Often the thinnest books are the most complex; looking for a short book is often a disaster. Also, your book must be written at a college level. Do not choose a "juvenile" book. You can choose any book from the list in the next page. (Start looking for your book early in the semester. Go for books that are relatively new and of medium length -reviews of lame books often get lame grades!)

Preparing a Book Review 
Your book review is a criticism of a book, not a "term paper." There are all kinds of book reviews. You may want to check some out in scientific journals, literary magazines and even newspapers. Your book review is to be the equivalent of about 6 typed pages (double spaced) in length. The cover page of your review should include your name and a full bibliographic description of your book (author, title, edition, date, publisher, publishers address, number of pages, catalog number). About 70% of your review should report in summary form with examples on the contents of the book. What does the book contain? What doesn't the book contain? How is the information organized and presented? What do the graphics and photos add to the text? Then about 30% of your review is to be criticism and evaluation. Does the author deliver what he or she promises in a readable and informative manner? What was successful (or not) in the presentation? Use examples and specific citations from the book to make your points. The remainder of your book review should be an analysis of the book from your perspective. Was it interesting or not? Why so? Give examples. Use quotes that make your point. You may wish to compare the book you are reviewing to the equivalent sections in your textbook. Could the material have been presented more clearly? Would you recommend the book to other students in the class?

Approved Books

Here are some approved books for you to review. If you choose one of these, provide me with the copy of the book you selected by February 9.
1. A.S. Collinson. Introduction to World Vegetation. 1977 (or later edition). Allen and Unwin. 

2. Andrew Goudie. The Human Impact. 1981 (or later edition). MIT Press. 

3. Bruce Bolt. Earthquakes and Geological Discovery. 1993 (or later edition). W.H. Freeman. 

4. David Attenborough, et al. The Atlas of the Living World. 1989. Houghton Mifflin. 

5. David Greenwood. Mapping. 1964 (or later edition). University of Chicago Press. 

6. Hermann Flohn. Climate and Weather. 1969 (or later edition). World University. 

7. James Lovelock. The Ages of Gaia -- A Biography of Our Living Earth. 1988. 

8. John J. Hidore and John E. Oliver. Climatology -- An Atmospheric Science. 1993. Macmillan. 

9. Joseph M. Moran and Michael D. Morgan. Meteorology -- The Atmosphere and the Science of Weather. 1994. Macmillan. 

10. Karl Butzer. Geomorphology from the Earth. 1976. Harper and Row. 

11. M. J. Burgis and P. Morris. The Natural History of Lakes. 1987. Cambridge. 

12. Michael J. Singer and Donald N. Munns. Soils -- An Introduction. 1987 (or later edition). Macmillan. 

13. Norton. J. A. Mabbutt. Desert Landforms. 1977 (or later edition). MIT Press. 

14. Nyle C. Brady. The Nature and Properties of Soils. 1990 (or later edition). Macmillan. 

15. Peter H. Raven and others. Environment. 1993. Saunders 

16. R. J.Rice Fundamentals of Geomorphology. 1988. Longmans. 

17. R. U. Cooke and Andrew Warren. Geomorphology in Deserts. 1973 (or later edition). U. Cal. Press. 

18. Richard A. Davis, Jr. The Evolving Coast. 1994. Scientific American Library. 

19. Robert P. Sharp. Living Ice -- Understanding Glaciers and Glaciation. 1988. Cambridge. 

20. Roger Dunbier. The Sonoran Desert. 1968. University of Arizona Press. 

21. Vincent J. Schaeffer and John A. Day. A Field Guide to the Atmosphere. 1981 (or later edition). Peterson Field Guides, Houghton Mifflin. 

22. Willard Bascom. Waves and Beaches. 1964 (or later edition). Doubleday Anchor. 

23. William Rathje and Cullen Murphey. Rubbish: The Archaeology of Garbage. 1992. Harper and Collins. 

