GEOGRAPHY 123b THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
University of Western Ontario

Department of Geography

Winter 2005
Instructor: Prof. T. Levy



Office: SSC Room 1402
Office Hours: Wednesdays 6:00 to 7:00

E-mail: tlevy@uwo.ca
Timetable: Wednesdays 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM, Rm. 2355 SH (Somerville House) 
Calendar Description: An examination of the characteristics, origins and history of selected natural environments with particular reference to North America.

Course Objectives: The aim of this course is to enable students to explore some of the reasons why landscapes look the way they do and to address some related environmental issues. This will be achieved by examining selected aspects of physical geography. We will take a topical approach rather than attempting to cover all areas of the discipline.

Textbooks and Readings:

Most of the assigned readings will be drawn from:

Christopherson, R.W. 2003. Geosystems: An Introduction to Physical Geography 5 Ed. Prentice Hall.

Older editions of this text have been used in other courses and it is likely that used copies are available. Some additional content of the course will be drawn from:

Trenhaile, A.S. 1998. Geomorphology, A Canadian Perspective. Oxford University Press.

At least two copies of this book are in the library. You need not buy this second reading.

Evaluation:
Assignment 1
Mapping




8%

Assignment 2
Water Resources



8%

Assignment 3
Book Review




16%

Assignment 4
Glaciers




8%

Mid Term Exam:





20%

Final Exam:






40%

Your evaluation in this course will be based on four assignments, a 1 hour mid-term exam and a 1.5 hour final exam. All assignments are due at the beginning of class. Late assignments will be deducted 10% per day. Do not slip assignments under my office door. The final exam will largely consists of material covered after the mid-term exam; however, some cumulative material may also appear.

Course Policies:

1. Regular attendance is expected in lectures. 
2. Tardiness is not an exemplary trait. Please show up on time.
3. Plagiarism is unacceptable and will be penalized according to university regulations. Students are advised to read the university material on plagiarism. I encourage you to work together but to write your answers individually.
4. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to get the notes from a classmate. I can provide you with any handouts, but will not repeat the lecture.
5. Assigned readings should be completed before lectures. This will allow you to get the most out of the lectures and ask informed questions.
6. No make-up exams will be given without a medical excuse and certificate. No student shall write an exam prior to the given date.
  

Course Schedule:

	Week
	Date
	Lecture Topic
	Readings
	Assignments

	1
	January 5
	Course Overview; Intro to Physical Geography
	Chapter 1
	Handout Lab1

	2
	January 12
	Climate; Climate Change
	Chapter 10
	

	3
	January 19
	Water Resources; Hydrology
	Chapter 9
	Lab 1 due

Handout Lab 2

	4
	January 26
	Geologic Controls on Landforms; Physiographic Regions of Canada
	Chapters 11 and 12 & Reserve
	

	5
	February 2
	Weathering; Slope Processes; Natural Hazards
	Chapter 13
	

	6
	February 9
	Fluvial Processes and Landforms
	Chapter 14, pp. 431-453
	Lab 2 due

Handout Lab 3

	7
	February 16
	Mid-term Exam; Floods; River Management
	Chapter 14, pp. 453-461
	

	8
	February 23
	Conference Week           (No Class)
	Give your brain a rest
	

	9
	March 2
	Coastal Processes and Landforms
	Chapter 16
	

	10
	March 9
	Glacial and Periglacial Processes and Landforms
	Chapter 17
	

	11
	March 16
	Glaciation of Canada
	On Reserve 
	Lab 3 due

Handout Lab 4

	12
	March 23
	Eolian Processes and Arid Landscapes
	Chapter 15
	

	13
	March 30
	Soils and Ecosystems
	Chapter 18-20
	

	14
	April 6
	Review
	
	Lab 4 due

	
	April 10-29
	Final Exam Period
	Good Luck!
	


