MEMORANDUM

TO:

Richard Gold and Wendy Adams

FROM: 
Tania Harper

DATE:
July 7, 2000

RE:

Grant Applications


You have asked me to find research grants as they relate to your areas of study.  This memo lists the research grants uncovered to date.  I will continue to pursue other opportunities and will forward another memorandum as additional grants are found.

I. CIHR Genomics Research Program (GRP)

What the Grant is For

The Genomics Research Program (GRP) is a multifaceted research project to react to the emerging area of genomics.  The grant available is an operating grant for research in the area of genomics, including ethical and legal implications.  The grant seems willing to accept many different areas of genomics. The web site is http://www.cihr.ca/funding_opportunities/guide_to_applicants/gag9900/a/genom_e.shtml.

“The CIHR Genomics Research Program (GRP), has as its objectives the analysis of the human and other selected genomes, including the development of related technologies and bioinformatics, and the study of corresponding medical, ethical, legal and social issues. Large-scale collaborative and multidisciplinary proposals involving three or more researchers from different centres are particularly encouraged, as are university-industry collaborations.”

Specifically, the GRP suggests research in medical, ethical, legal and social implications for individuals and society as these areas relate to genomics. “Examples of projects might include: (a) policy on large-scale genotyping in selected populations; (b) genetic privacy; and, (c) transgenic species”. 

“The CIHR will accept genomics applications in all areas consistent with its health sciences research mandate. Large-scale collaborative and/or multidisciplinary proposals involving researchers from different centres are particularly encouraged”.

Value of Funding Available

Grants are awarded for two, three or five years.  The amount of funding available could not be found.  This particular project (GRP) has $5 million to allocate for projects, so there is some potential for substantial (rather than token) sums.

Who You Have to Be

There are general guidelines for all grants and then specific guidelines for operating grants which outline the requirements and participants.  The grant requires one principle applicant (only one) to direct the intellectual aspects of the project and this person should be affiliated (part or full time) with a Canadian University.  Large scale, interdisciplinary teams are encouraged.  

Deadline for Application

There are two deadlines. The registration deadline is August 15, 2000 while the full application deadline is September 15, 2000.  

Notes on the Application Procedure

Before any application can be made, a PIN must be obtained.  You can obtain a PIN online.  The application procedures are explained in various spots, but begin at www.cihr.ca, and click on “funding opportunities”.  There are many specific requirements to have a complete application package, so each web page needs to be viewed and completed.  If you have any trouble navigating the site, please let me know.  I spent some time figuring out where all the pieces were and could likely direct you to the information you are looking for.

II. SSHRC Grant

The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) is offering a grant in Challenges and Opportunities of a Knowledge-based Economy (KBE).  The grant can be found on-line at http://www.sshrc.ca/english/programinfo/grantsguide/theme-kbe.html.  The web site describes the field details, social context and backdrop the council focuses on.  The necessary information is summarized below.

PRIVATE
Type of Grant Available
Challenges and Opportunities of a Knowledge-based Economy (KBE)


How to Apply
Application for Research Support


Application
Deadline
Letter of Intent: April 1, 2001
Detailed Proposal: October 1, 2001

Results Announced
May 2001
December 2001

Duration
3 years


Value
maximum of $200,000 each year


What the Grant is For

The grant focuses on  the knowledge economy with the assumption that this type of context affects every aspect of society and human life from family and communication to finance and media.  It supports research related to the challenges and opportunities of a knowledge-based economy. 

The grant has a interdisciplinary preference/requirement, so making a research team with this type of variance would increases the chance of a successful application.  It also requires a partnership with an organization (either public or private) that could directly use the information being researched.  The grant also appears to prefer a practical and policy focused approach, not unlike the micro level in the xenotransplanation project.

The grant may also provide the opportunity to fund the conference you are hoping to have.  The SSHRC seems supportive of  information exchange and dissemination.  “To advance the input of social science and humanities knowledge into the development of Canadian social and economic policies, SSHRC will sponsor events and dissemination activities to keep researchers, partners and the public aware of the research results and activities supported under this theme.” 

The SSHRC hopes the outcome of the research will aid in developing policy-relevant research that addresses the many challenges and opportunities our societies face as they move towards knowledge-based economies, “a broad interdisciplinary approach and an active partnership with those who can use research results in clarifying policy options is vital. Comparative international studies and international collaboration can help in the understanding of both the impact of these pressures and resistance to them.”

The SSHRC lists recommended areas of research, with something directly on point to our general research themes. Specifically, once recommendation is the research of an information society where “research might include privacy issues; access to technology; the impact of new sectors such as new media, electronic commerce; censorship issues and the community; content information as a commodity; intellectual property and the law.”

The grant is pursued on a competition basis, where a letter of intent is submitted.  Following this step, and upon invitation only, a detailed grant proposal can be submitted.

Value of Funding Available:  $80,000 - $200,000 per year, 3 year maximum

The “SSHRC expects a range of proposals but anticipates a typical application would require an annual budget in the range of $80,000 to a maximum of $200,000 per year for up to three years.”

Who You Have to Be

“Applications must be submitted by collaborative teams of university-based researchers. Participants must meet SSHRC's general eligibility criteria as detailed in the Definitions section of this Guide. Teams may comprise a Principal Investigator, and one or more Co-investigator(s), Research Collaborators, Partners, Student Assistants, and other assistants and support staff.” 

“Partnerships with public, private, voluntary and not-for-profit organizations are normally required. In exceptional circumstances, partnerships will not be required if the team can demonstrate that the objectives of the research, and the theme -- particularly the objective of knowledge transfer -- can be met without the participation of a partner.”

“The collaborative team must normally be interdisciplinary. In exceptional circumstances, the application will be eligible if the team can demonstrate that it brings a multidimensional perspective to the research through the combination of different perspectives from within the same discipline of the human sciences. “

“Applications are invited from research teams whose project topic, approach and orientation will have broad policy implications. The research outcomes should be easily accessible to those who can use and benefit from the research, including policy analysts and policy-makers in our communities and across various levels of government. An important element of this targeted research theme is that the interdisciplinary team develop an active partnership with the potential users of the research results, who, ideally, can help researchers transfer this knowledge to others who will benefit from it.”

The details of the application process and selection criteria are delineated on the web page.

III. Conclusion
Only a few grants are currently available in our research area.  I will continue to pursue more opportunities and will promptly notify you by memorandum when they are discovered. 

