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MEMORANDUM

TO:

Richard Gold and Wendy Adams

FROM: 
Tania Harper

DATE:
July 13, 2000

RE:

Additional Grant Opportunity


You have asked me to find research grants as they relate to your areas of study.  This memo summarizes an additional research grant available.  I will continue to pursue other opportunities and will forward another memorandum as other grants are found.

I. National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI)—United States

What the Grant is For


The grant solicits projects that address the ethical, legal, and social issues that arise from the knowledge and technologies of human genetics research.
 The project is partly related to the promotion of “healthy people” run by the Public Health Service (PHS). Specifically, the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) “is interested in supporting these issues as they relate specifically to mental disorders. The National Institute of Nursing Research (NINR) is interested in ethical issues surrounding decisions that patients and/or their family members may need to make regarding genetic testing and/or diagnosis of a disease or a disorder”.  

The NHGRI suggests areas of research, but does not indicate a preference.  Possibilities include “elements of informed consent for individuals participating in genetics research, the role of institutional review boards (IRBs) in dealing with genetics research, issues related to the involvement of individuals and their families in genetics research, policies related to effectively maintaining privacy and confidentiality of genetic information about individuals and families participating in genetics research, and questions raised by the commercialization of the products from human genetics research (e.g. ownership of tissue and tissue derived products, patents, copyrights, and accessibility of data and material)”.
  In addition, general matters of privacy, consent and public education are of interest. 

The NHGRI provides further guidance: “investigators are encouraged to propose research or education projects to gather information, analyze underlying assumptions, and develop recommendations and options for policies, programs or education that optimize the potential benefits of increased knowledge about human genetics and individual health risk factors, while minimizing the potential for adverse impact”.
  Mental disorders also appear to be of interest.

The type of grant available is either a regular research grant (R01) or an education grant, depending on the focus of the project.  If the goal is to educate the public, education grants (R25) are available. If the project is more typical research, an application for a regular research grant can be made.  Like other grants, interdisciplinary research is encouraged.

Eligibility Requirements


You both meet eligibility requirements.  “Applications may be submitted by domestic and foreign for-profit and non-profit organizations, public and private, such as universities, colleges, hospitals, laboratories, units of state or local governments, and eligible agencies of the federal government”.
 

Value of Funding Available: Maximum $250,000 per year

The costs support direct costs of funding the project. The funding available is for three years or fewer. 

Deadline for Application: October 1, 2000


Applications are accepted on February 1, June 1 and October 1 each year. NHGRI will accept applications for regular grants at these deadlines.  However, they will only accept education grant applications only on February 1.  The NIMH accepts education grants on October 1.  A regular research grant is for any particular research project. Conversely, an education grant focuses on the “professional and public education about genetics and genome technology, and related ethical, legal and social issues”.

Application Procedures (in Brief)


“Applications are to be submitted on the grant application form PHS form 398 (Revised 5/95) and will be accepted at the standard application deadlines as indicated in the application kit”. 

II. Conclusion

This grant allows enough freedom that your research will fall within its scope. It is an opportunity that provides many recommendations, but possesses few constraints. 
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