Martin Luther King, Jr., and nonviolent resistence/civil disobedience





last class – talked about the so-called “tyranny of the majority.”  Over this and the next reading, we’ll further consider minority rights


a typo (twice) on p. 441:  “saneness made legal” should be “sameness made legal”





once oppressed people rise up, there is no stopping them until their oppression ends.  However, the ruling elite also fight hard to retain their privilege.  So, there is no question of whether the civil rights struggle will continue, only of how it will continue.


three ways to deal with oppression:  (1) acquiescence, (2) violence, (3) nonviolent resistence.





The philosophical precepts underlying nonviolent resistence


ends and means must cohere:  “the end represents the means in process and the ideal in the making… the end is preexistent in the means.”


noninjury, both external and internal.  


agapism – “understanding, creative, redemptive, good will to all men… an overflowing love which seeks nothing in return.” We don’t have to like everyone, but we must love everyone.


seek to defeat the unjust system, not the individuals caught in the system.


the creative power of suffering (as opposed to the destructive power of suffering harnessed by those who favour violence).


the human capacity for goodness.  Human beings are neither innately good nor innately bad; they have potential for both.  (King says that this principle stands at the top of the philosophy of nonviolence.  Why might he say this?)


“it is as much a moral obligation to refuse to cooperate with evil as it is to cooperate with good.”


obedience to just laws, disobedience only to unjust laws.  See 2nd and 3rd para. of 441 for the distinction between these.


positive vs. negative peace – not merely the absence of negative force and tension, but the presence of positive force, justice and brotherhood.


the revolt against tokenism:  “token integration is little more than token democracy.”


the revolt against the myth of time:  “time is neutral… it can be used constructively or destructively.”


faith in the future:  “We Shall Overcome.”








Next class:  Tong.


