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The definition of knowledge
Plato

· What definition does Theaetetus offer for knowledge?

· Why isn’t “true belief” enough, according to Socrates?

· According to Socrates, why isn’t a complete list of all the elements of an object a sufficient account of it?

· Why, according to Socrates, is it circular to define “an account” (or “warrant”) in terms of a distinguishing characteristic of an object?

The origin of knowledge
Descartes

· Why does Descartes adopt his methodological skepticism?  What does this method amount to?

· What are the five possible reasons for doubting that Descartes gives?  Why does he reject each of the first four?

· What does the evil demon argument allow Descartes to doubt that the dreaming argument doesn’t?

· Why do some people regard the cogito as an enthymeme?  Why don’t I think it is one?

· When Descartes says “I am, I exist”, what exactly is it that he asserts to exist?  What is a person/mind according to Descartes?

· What does Descartes seek to demonstrate using his piece of wax example?

Locke

· What is the “argument from universal consent” concerning innate ideas?  

· What are the two fatal flaws to this argument, according to Locke?  (1.  just because everybody has the same idea doesn’t mean that idea is innate if there’s some other way they could come by it, and 2. it is not the case that everybody has the same ideas.)

Why does Locke think that “capacity” accounts of innate ideas render the latter trivial?

How/where do human beings get their ideas, according to Locke?

What kinds of ideas are there, according to Locke?  (simple/complex, sensation/reflection)

Kant

What is the difference between analytic and synthetic propositions?  Give examples of each.

Between pure (a priori) and empirical (a posteriori) propositions?  Give examples of each.

What does Kant mean when he says that “though all of our knowledge begins with experience, it does not follow that it all arises out of experience”?

What two heuristics can we use to sort out pure from empirical propositions, according to Kant?

Why does Kant consider arithmetic and geometric judgments a priori synthetic?

Theories of truth
Russell
What are the three requirements of a theory of truth, for Russell?  (bivalence, truth-bearers are beliefs/judgments, truth-makers lie outside of belief/judgment)

What is the main difficulty that Russell identifies with the correspondence theory of truth?

What are the two main difficulties that Russell identifies with the coherence theory of truth?

What is the nature of the correspondence that Russell describes between truth-bearers and truth-makers?

Bradley

What two reasons does Bradley think lead philosophers to accept the existence of independent facts and infallible judgments?  (1.  such data can be actually shown, and 2. without such data, intelligence cannot work.)

What are Bradley’s reasons for rejecting these two arguments?

Why does Bradley consider the metaphor behind foundationalism misleading?  

What, for Bradley, is the test of truth?

Why does Bradley say that no individual fact possesses an absolute right?

What are the two characters of Truth as an ideal expression of the universe, according to Bradley?

James

What is the pragmatic maxim/pragmatic theory of meaning?  Based on this, what is the pragmatic conception of truth?  (That is, what do we mean when we say that x is true?)

What problem does James raise with the correspondence theory of truth?

In what way is truth on a “credit system” for James?

Causation and Induction

Hume

Why doesn’t Hume think that we get the impression of causation from things in the world?  From our own acts of will?

What is the source of our idea of causation, according to Hume?

What three things must hold in order for us to consider C the cause of E, according to Hume?

What is it that gives us access to causation, according to Hume?

What is induction?

What is the problem of induction identified by Hume?

What two kinds of knowledge do we have, according to Hume?  Which of these does he think makes up the lion’s share of our knowledge?

What is Hume’s “skeptical solution” to the problem of induction?

