Phil 020E (040) 2005-2006

Introduction to Philosophy

Third Essay Assignment

Answer one of the following questions:

1. What rôle does the notion of possibility play within James’ indeterminism?  What response might Holbach offer to James’ discussion of possibility?  Who’s right?  Argue for your position.

2. Consider the following case:

Tracy Latimer, a 12-year-old victim of cerebral palsy, was killed by her father in 1993. Tracy lived with her family on a prairie farm in Saskatchewan, Canada. On a Sunday morning while his wife and other children were at church, Robert Latimer put Tracy in the cab of his pickup truck and piped in exhaust fumes until she died. At the time of her death, Tracy weighed less than 40 pounds; she was described as “functioning at the mental level of a three-month-old baby.” Mrs. Latimer said that she was relieved to find Tracy dead when she arrived home and added that she “didn’t have the courage” to do it herself. 


Mr. Latimer was tried for murder, but the judge and jury did not want to treat him harshly. The jury found him guilty of only second-degree murder and they recommended that the judge ignore the mandatory 25-year sentence. The judge agreed and sentenced him to one year in prison, to be followed by a one-year confinement to his farm. However, the Supreme Court of Canada stepped in and ruled that the mandatory sentence must be imposed. Robert Latimer is now in prison, serving the 25-year term.
 

Choose two of Aristotle, Bentham, Kant and Nietsche and compare how they would evaluate Robert Latimer’s action.  Which of them do you think is right?  Why?

3.  Compare the definition and rôle of happiness in the ethical theories of two of the following philosophers:  Aristotle, Bentham and Kant.  Mount an argument in favour of one of the two accounts (and/or against the other).

4.  If you have an idea for a different essay topic that you would like to take on, consult the course instructor by no later than Tuesday 21 February for special permission.  No one may write on an essay topic of their devising without advance approval by the instructor.

Due: Electronic copy to be submitted to www.turnitin.com by 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday 8 March. 

Length: 5 pages (i.e. at least four full pages and no more than 6 full pages), with normal margins and formatting, and standard 12 point font.

Marking: The essays will be marked for care and accuracy of exposition, clarity of thinking and writing, and cogency of argument.  This is not a “research” essay.  Do not consult secondary sources of any kind.  Instead, focus closely on the appropriate primary texts.  Cite these texts responsibly and in a consistent manner.  Your citation and formatting practices should follow a standard style (e.g. Chicago, MLA…).  Please consult a reliable style guide.  NEW:  Failure to format your essay according to a standard academic formatting style will result in a penalty of .5/10. 
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