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1.0 COURSE DESCRIPTION*

An introductory survey of the methods and findings of modern scientific psychology. The following topics will be covered: history and methodology, biological psychology, sensation and perception, learning and motivation, verbal and cognitive processes, developmental psychology, social psychology, individual differences (intelligence and personality), and clinical psychology.

3 lecture hours; full year course
Antirequisites: Psychology 022E, 023, 100

Please Note:  You are responsible for ensuring that you have successfully completed all course prerequisites, and that you have NOT taken an antirequisite course. If you are found to be ineligible for a course, you may be removed at any time and will receive no adjustment to your fees. This decision cannot be appealed. If you find that you are ineligible for this course, it is in your best interest to drop the course well before the end of the add/drop period. Your prompt attention to this matter will not only protect your academic record, but will ensure that spaces become available for students who require the course for graduation.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course is an introductory level survey of the methods and findings of modern scientific psychology. The goal is to provide students with an overview of various topic domains within the realm of psychology. As such, students will be exposed to diverse theoretical viewpoints and various methods and procedures for the scientific investigation of psychological issues. Note: Modern psychology is scientific in nature. Consequently, we will spend a lot of time discussing science-related topics such as research design, neural functioning, sensory mechanisms, etc.

Each chapter in the text covers a major interest area in psychology. Following each chapter, students will be able to identify the major concepts and terminology for that topic area. In addition, when presented with a hypothetical problem or case, students will be able to assess and evaluate the problem and choose the best solution.
2.0 COURSE INFORMATION

Instructor:

Dr. Kimberley Clow

   Office:


SSC 7335
   Office hours:

by appointment

   E-mail:

kclow2@uwo.ca
How to Contact Me:  E-mail is the best way to contact me. If you want to arrange an appointment, please send me an email so we can set up a mutually convenient time.


TA:


TBA

Lecture Time:  

Thurs 7-10 p.m.


Lecture Location:
SSC 2050


Course Website:

http://instruct.uwo.ca/psychology/020-001/

The course website contains this course outline, the slides you will see each week in class, your grades, and special notices.  It is entirely optional, and it is not required that students gain access to this website.

The slides available on this website are NOT an adequate substitute for attending class.

Other Psych 020 Web Sites

The Superpsych website is located at http://instruct.uwo.ca/superpsych
Here you will find class information, study suggestions, TA information, links to other

resources, etc. Please check it often.

In addition, there is a website for the textbook located at http://www.mcgrawhill.ca/college/passer
There are more demos, practice exams, links, and so on at this location.

Psych 020 Info Boards

There are two, large information boards dedicated to Psych 020 and they can be found outside of Room 3115 Social Science. You should check these boards periodically. During the year, any information relevant to Psych 020 (e.g., grades, room assignments for tests, special announcements, etc.) will be posted on the Info Boards.
3.0 TEXTBOOK

Passer, M.W., Smith, R.E., Atkinson, M.L., Mitchell, J.B., & Muir, D.W. (2003). Psychology: Frontiers and Applications. First Canadian Edition. Toronto: McGraw Hill Ryerson.

Note: this text comes shrink-wrapped with the study guide.
4.0 POLICY ON CHEATING AND ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT*

Cheating will not be tolerated. The University of Western Ontario uses software to check for plagiarism and cheating on multiple choice exams. Students are responsible for understanding the nature, and avoiding the occurrence, of plagiarism and other academic offences. Students are urged to read the section on Scholastic Offences in the Academic Calendar. Note that such offences include cheating on an examination, submitting false or fraudulent assignments or credentials, impersonating a candidate, or submitting for credit in any course, without the knowledge and approval of the instructor to whom it is submitted, any academic work for which credit has previously been obtained or is being sought in another course in the University or elsewhere. In writing scholarly papers, you must keep firmly in mind the need to avoid plagiarism. Plagiarism is the unacknowledged borrowing of another writer’s words or ideas. The following rules pertain to the acknowledgments necessary in academic papers: in using another writer’s words, you must both place the words in quotation marks and acknowledge that the words are those of another writer; in adopting another writer’s ideas, you must acknowledge that they are his/hers. If you are in doubt about whether what you are doing is inappropriate, consult your instructor. A claim that “you didn’t know it was wrong” will not be accepted as an excuse.

If you are found guilty of cheating on an exam, the minimum penalty will be a zero on that particular exam. If there is evidence of planning or collusion (the involvement of others), the penalty is likely to be more severe (a failure in the course, suspension or expulsion from the University).

To avoid being accused of cheating on an exam, I offer the following suggestions from the Office of the Ombudsperson:

1. Do not sit near friends.

2. Shield your answer sheet so that others can not see it.

3. Take no notes, books, etc. into an exam except those expressly authorised. If in doubt, ask.

4. Do not gaze around the room when writing an exam.

5. Do not communicate with other students during an exam. Address all questions or comments to a proctor.

6. Arrive on time. Hand in all papers requested.

7. If you hear of anyone acquiring information about an exam in advance, report it to the instructor.

8. If you suspect any suspicious behaviour on behalf of other students, report it to the proctor or instructor.

5.0 PROCEDURES FOR APPEALING ACADEMIC EVALUATIONS*

First, all appeals of a grade must be made to the course instructor (informal consultation).  If the student is not satisfied with the decision of the course instructor, a written appeal must be sent to the Executive Officer of the Undergraduate Affairs.  If the response of the department is considered unsatisfactory to the student, he/she may then appeal to the Dean of the Faculty in which the course of program was taken.  Only after receiving a final decision from the Dean, may a student appeal to the Senate Review Board Academic.  A Guide to Appeals is available from the Ombudsperson’s Office. 

The grounds for appeal may be one or more of the following: medical or compassionate circumstances, extenuating circumstances beyond the appellant’s control, bias, inaccuracy, or unfairness.  All grounds must be supported by a clear and detailed explanation of the reasons for the appeal together with all supporting documentation.

6.0 EVALUATION

There will be 4 exams during the year:

1. Test 1 (Fall Midterm) is scheduled for Sat Oct 18, 2003 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Test 1 will consist of approximately 60 – 80 multiple choice questions and is worth 15% of your final grade. Questions will be based on both the text (Chapters 1-4 and Appendix A) and lecture material (September 4th – October 9th).

2. Test 2 (Christmas Exam) will be scheduled sometime during the Christmas exam period (Dec 5-17). Test 2 will consist of 100 multiple choice questions and is worth 35% of your final grade. The Christmas exam is common to all sections of Psych 020 and will be based 90% on the text (chapters 1 – 8 plus Appendix A) and 10% on lecture material (from September 4th – November 27th).

3. Test 3 (Winter Midterm) is scheduled for Sat March 6, 2004 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Test 3 will consist of approximately 60 – 80 multiple choice questions and is worth 15% of your final grade. Questions will be based on both the text (Chapters 9-11) and lecture material (January 8th – February 19th).

4. Test 4 (Final Exam) will be scheduled during the final exam period (April 12-30). Test 4 will consist of 100 multiple choice questions and is worth 35% of your final grade. The Final exam is common to all sections of Psych 020 and will be based on 90% text (chapters 9-13; 15-16) and 10% on lecture material (from January 8th – April 8th).

All students are expected to complete exams on the scheduled dates.  Special exams will be provided on medical or compassionate grounds with the appropriate supporting documentation (please see attached policy on make-up examinations). Make-up exams may consist – in part or exclusively – of fill in the blank, essay short-answer and/or multiple-choice items.

In addition to the exams, there is a research participation requirement:

You must complete 5 research experiments (or write two review papers). If you fail to show-up for an experiment you’ve signed up for, you must complete 2 extra experiments.

Please note that failure to meet the research participation requirement will result in a loss of 10% on your final grade.

Further information about the research participation requirement will be given in class.

7.0 LECTURE SCHEDULE

Topics will be covered in the following order during the year. Approximate lecture dates are given so that you can keep up with the readings. Ideally, you should do the required readings before the topic is covered in class. Lectures are intended to highlight certain areas of each topic – there is not enough time available to us to cover all the material. However, you are responsible for all the material in the text. Please note that there is a fairly heavy reading load in this course – we cover approximately one chapter every week and half. Thus, it is important for you to keep up with the readings.

	Date
	Topic
	Chapter

	September 4
	Introduction
	1

	September 11
	Research Methods & Statistics
	2 & Appendix A

	September 18
	Neurons & the Nervous System
	3

	September 25
	Drugs & the Brain
	3

	October 2
	Sensation
	4

	October 9
	Perception
	4

	October 16
	No Class – Study Hard
	

	Sat Oct 18
	Test 1 – Fall Midterm
	

	October 23
	Consciousness
	5

	October 30
	Learning
	6

	November 6
	Learning
	6

	November 13
	Memory I
	7

	November 20
	Memory II
	7

	November 27
	Motivation & Emotion
	8

	December 5-17
	Test 2 – Christmas Exam
	

	January 8
	Intelligence
	9

	January 15
	Reasoning
	9

	January 22
	Development I
	10

	January 29
	Development II
	10

	February 5
	Social Influence
	11

	February 12
	Interpersonal Relationships
	11

	February 19
	Social Psychology
	11

	February 26
	No Class – Reading Week
	

	March 4
	Personality
	12

	Sat March 6
	Test 3 – Winter Midterm
	

	March 11
	Psychological Treatment I
	16

	March 18
	Psychological Treatment II
	16

	March 25
	Psychological Disorders I
	13

	April 1
	Psychological Disorders II
	13

	April 8
	Modern World
	15

	April 12-30
	Test 4 – Final Exam
	


If you miss a class, cover any readings and arrange to borrow notes from a classmate; the instructor will not provide his/her notes to students.

8.0 POLICY REGARDING MAKE-UP EXAMS*

Students are entitled to a rescheduling of exams or an extension of deadlines for legitimate medical or compassionate grounds. However, it is the student's responsibility to inform the instructor prior to the due date, to arrange a timely makeup, and, if requested, to provide acceptable documentation to support a medical or compassionate claim. In the case of a final examination or assignment in the course, the student must arrange for a Special Examination or Incomplete through their Dean's office, for which you will be required to provide acceptable documentation.

If you feel that you have a medical or personal problem that is interfering with your work, you should contact the instructor and the Faculty Academic Counselling Office as soon as possible. Problems may then be documented and possible arrangements to assist you can be discussed at the time of the occurrence rather than on a retroactive basis. In general, retroactive requests for grade revisions on medical or compassionate grounds will not be considered.

Failure to contact Dr. Clow prior to the exam will result in a score of zero on the missed test or exam. Any request to write the make-up must be supported by written documentation outlining the reasons for your absence. This documentation must be legibly signed by a doctor, chaplain, registrar or other appropriate official (see Acceptable Documentation below). 

NOTE: In fairness to all students in Psych 020, we cannot give special consideration to personal commitments (e.g., work-related trips, vacation flight bookings, etc.) which conflict with scheduled tests and exams. Note as well that it is your responsibility to check and confirm the examination timetable as set by the registrar.

For each exam, there will be one and only one formally scheduled make-up. Typically, the make-up will be offered within 7 days of the original exam date. The format for the make-up will be multiple choice or a combination of multiple choice and short answer questions.

ACCEPTABLE DOCUMENTATION

Personal Illness:  If you consulted Student Health Services regarding your illness or personal problem, you should complete a Records Release Form at the Academic Counselling Office of your faculty. This form will be forwarded to Student Health Services, which in turn will provide confirmation of the problem to the Academic Counsellor. At your request, the Academic Counsellor will send confirmation to your instructor(s).  If you were seen by an off-campus doctor, obtain a certificate from his/her office. In either case, the doctor should provide verification of the nature of the illness, the severity of the illness, and the duration of the illness. Notes stating “for medical reasons” are not considered sufficient.

Illness of a Family Member: Obtain a medical certificate from the family member’s physician.

Death of a Loved One: Obtain a copy of the newspaper notice, death certificate, or documentation provided by the funeral director.

9.0 LEARNING INFORMATION EFFICIENTLY

1. You will be expected to know the assigned chapters VERY WELL!

Many of the multiple-choice questions in this course are based on material from the chapters that is not explicitly covered in lecture. To be able to answer these questions correctly you will need to know and understand each of the concepts and processes described in the assigned chapters. This a major learning task and many students run into difficulties because they do not know how to handle this learning task efficiently.

2. Just reading the assigned chapters is NOT enough!

For most people the process of reading something, or even re-reading it, does not mean that they remember it. This is especially true for "heavy" course content such as that found in the psychology text. If you wish to learn the material from the text efficiently, you will need to approach it in a different manner.

3. Learn the text chapters using ACTIVE reading/learning strategies.

Strategies recommended for efficient learning of text material can be divided into three types: pre-reading, reading for comprehension, and post-reading. 

a. Pre-reading: Learn the headings and subheadings. Instead of diving immediately into reading the chapter, spend a few minutes learning the headings and subheadings. The headings and subheadings tell you the important ideas that will be covered in the chapter. Look at these headings and subheadings, think how they have been ordered, try reciting them from memory, and then write them out on a separate sheet of paper. 

b. Reading for comprehension: Read a few pages and THEN summarize. Don't try to read most of the chapter in one sitting. It is much easier to learn the material in small chunks. Read a few pages carefully and THEN make a summary of the important points. Continue doing this until you have summarized about 10 pages - then take a break. You can summarize by highlighting sparingly AND making marginal notes, or by making separate written notes. Note that much of the information in psychology comes in the form of arguments. Here are some the important kinds of information that are crucial to knowing and understanding an argument: i) definitions of new terms, ii) essential explanations of the specific argument, iii) examples, iv) results of studies. If you make separate summary notes, try using point form and keywords. This has 2 advantages: the notes are made more quickly and they are easier to read. As you record key terms and definitions ALWAYS relate them to the arguments of which they are a part. 

c. Post-reading: Test yourself. After actively reading 10 or more pages in the manner described above, try reciting (i.e., recalling from memory) all the important points under each heading and subheading that you have studied. This will reinforce the ideas you know and identify those that you need to review. Doing the study guide questions and relevant old exam questions after you have finished the entire chapter can also be very helpful.

4. For more information regarding learning strategies:

a. Read relevant sections of the self-help book, Learning for Success: Effective Strategies for Students, written for students by Western's Learning Skills Counsellors. (It was in your orientation kit if you are a first-year student. It is also available from D.B. Weldon Library or the University Bookstore.) Chapter 4 presents many useful ideas on ways to select and remember important information and chapter 6 of this book looks at a variety of strategies for learning from textbooks. Other chapters in the book deal with important learning issues such as preparing for and writing exams, time management, learning from lectures, etc. 

b. Students interested in exploring time management issues in more depth can examine the self-help book Power Over Time: Student Success with Time Management also written by Western's Learning Skills Counsellors. It too is available from D.B. Weldon Library or the University Bookstore. 

c. Use the Learning Skills Services at the Student Development Centre in Room 210 UCC. A range of services are offered to help you improve your general learning skills including workshops on textbook reading, multiple-choice strategies for Psychology 020, and individual counselling.


* Portions of these sections were taken from the following sources: Academic Calendar, Academic Handbook of Senate Regulations, Department of Psychology Procedures for Appealing Academic Evaluations, and the Department of History Document on Plagiarism.
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