Psychology 3893: Theories of Psychology

Instructor:       Chris Roney

Office Hours:   Mon., 1:30-2:30 P.M, Tues 5:30-6:30 P.M., Wed. 1:30-2:30 P.M.
Office:               SA 063

Phone:               ext. 4336

E-mail:              croney@uwo.ca
Antirequisites: Psychology 380F/G and 381F/G.

Course Description:  In this course we will be investigating the role theories play in the scientific process.  We will be doing this by examining a number of theories that have been influential in the field of Psychology.  The primary goal of the course is to develop an understanding of what theories are, the functions they serve in science, to learn how to evaluate theories, and how theory testing occurs. In addition, the course will provide detailed knowledge about some of the major theories in Psychology, and the impact they have had in the field.

     Because a major aim of this course is to develop skills analyzing and evaluating theories, it will involve an active role from students.  For the first class we will talk about some of the general issues we will need to think about (What is a theory?  What makes a good theory?), and then we will start covering the specific theories.  Discussion of the theories will happen in two parts.  In the first half of the class we will go over what, exactly, the theory is saying, and we will evaluate the theory.  This portion of the class will be more discussion-oriented.  I want to encourage you to have read about the theory, and be ready to discuss what you see as strengths and weaknesses of the theory.  In the second half of the class I will talk about the impact the theory has had in Psychology, both applied and in terms of research.

Readings:  The readings will be available in a “course pack”, available at the “InPrint” store at Western..
Evaluation:   There will be two examinations each worth 40% of the course mark.  The exams will be a combination of multiple choice and essay questions.

     In addition there will be a paper worth 20% of the course grade (10 page maximum) that will involve discussing and evaluating one of the theories.  These will be assigned/chosen at the beginning of the year.  The paper will be due at the beginning of the class discussing that theory (e.g., if you are doing Freud your paper is due Jan. 31).  The paper will have two parts.  The first will be your evaluation of the theory.  In doing this you should use the criteria for evaluating theories that we will discuss in the first classes.  The second part of the paper will involve comparing that theory to one of the other theories that have been covered up until that time.  One way you could do this is to choose some specific issue or problem (e.g., psychological disorders such as depression, social relationships and problems, psychological development, learning, aggression, attraction etc.) that each theory may speak to, and discuss how each would suggest we try to understand that issue.

   ****I would like both an electronic and paper copy of your paper****

Prerequisites: Third year honours psychology status or registration in third year psychology with a minimum average of 70% in all courses taken with no mark in any course less than 60%.

Students are responsible for ensuring that their selection of courses is appropriate and accurately recorded, that all course prerequisites have been successfully completed, and that they are aware of any antirequisite course(s) that they have taken.

If the student does not have the requisites for a course, and does not have written special permission from his or her Dean to enroll in the course, the University reserves the right to cancel the student’s registration in the course.  This decision may not be appealed.  The normal financial and academic penalties will apply to a student who is dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.

Plagiarism: Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words.  Whenever students take an idea, or a passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by quotation marks and in footnotes.  Plagiarism is a major academic offence (see Scholastic Offence Policy in the Western Academic Calendar). 

Plagiarism Checking: The University of Western Ontario uses software for plagiarism checking.

Topics:  

Sept 8     
Introduction: The role of theories in the scientific process

            What constitutes a good theory?  What factors might we consider in evaluating a 


theory?

Readings:   
R.M.Thomas "Theories, models, paradigms and such."   

                   
R.W. Lundin "Theories and systems"

Sept 15   
B.F. Skinner and Behaviorism

Readings:   
R.M Rykman "Skinner: Operant analysis"

Sept 22    
Gestalt Psychology

Readings:    
R.W. Lundin  "Gestalt Psychology"

Sept 29  
Freud's Psychoanalytic Theory

Readings:    
R.M Rykman "Freud: Psychoanalytic theory"

Oct 6     
Humanism

Reading:   
L. A. Pervin, "Carl Rogers' person-centered theory of personality"

Oct 13   
Thanksgiving

Oct 20      
 Erikson's theory of development

Reading:     
R.M. Rykman "Erik Erikson"

Oct 27            Exam #1       

Nov 3       
Piaget's theory of cognitive development

Reading:         R.M Thomas "Piaget's Cognitive Development theory"

Nov 10   
Sociobiology/Evolutionary Psychology

Readings:    
 J.P Rushton "The sociobiology of altruism" 

                         D. P. McAdams  "Human Evolution"
Nov 17

Attachment theory

Reading:           M.D. Ainsworth et al.  "Theoretical background"
Nov 24:    
Equity Theory

Reading:        J.S. Adams "Inequity in social exchange."

Dec 1:       
Gender Role and Gender Schema Theory

Reading           S.L. Bem “Androgyny and Gender Schema Theory”

Final exam period:  Final examination

